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(54) STILL IMAGE SYSTEM 

(57) At a storage unit 5, at least intermediate reso- 
lution picture data for monitor display, high resolution 
picture data for print, and print control data for control- 
ling print operation of the high resolution picture data 
are recorded onto an optical disc. At the time of print 
operation, a system controller 6 reproduces print control 
data recorded on the optical disc to control a picture 
processing block 3, and a printer unit 2, etc. so as to 



implement thereto, e.g., expansion processing and/or 
color processing of picture, etc. corresponding to the 
print control data to carry out print operation. 

Thus, at the time of print operation, user can auto- 
matically carry out print out operation without designat- 
ing print operation. 
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Description 



Technical Field 



This invention relates to a still picture system for recording/reproducing, e.g.. still picture information formed hv 
recorder equipment or monitor device, etc. to print pictures corresponding thereto. 
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As a system for obtaining still picture which has been subjected to print (i.e., printed) in recent years a svstem of 

? T? 8 by K sin9 3 ^ device in which ' 6 9 - **w>* film of 35 ™ ZZ^!2R!£ 

tographed Mm for photograph to a shop (store) to designate development and print to thereby <*tain the d^elooed nea- 
ative f.lm and photographs on which photographed objects are printed is popular developed neg 

However. ,n such system of obtaining still picture, when user takes a film which has been photographed to a shop 
TTV u eS ' 9nate thS nUmber d prints - ™ 8 was ver * troublesome. Moreover, in carrying out add? 
3 deS ' red PhOt09raPh ' US6r marte ' mh si9n P*"- ete - a negative taken with him to Senate L 

SoS oZ'oZh' ^ th6re freqUenfly teten Ptece the 0886 where inconvenience uch tha ^ 
tonally pnnted photograph ,s not .n correspondence with the designated photograph by erroneous marking etc Fur- 

7h 9 0Ut ?° l0r deS,9nation " 10 obtai " 8 Photograph in which, e.g.. red is emphasized, etc. an ip^ch is 
fho^ t °. des ' gnate u a P |Cture to desi °nate the portion in whfch red is desired to be emphasized of Se Se 

ESJT 10 8 Ph ° t09raph 01 deSir6d hue (tint) - However ' since suc " dSgna £. K2 

,ect,ve designation of user, inconveniences such that a completed photograph has not desired hue (tint) took place 
Furtherance thedeveloping unit for developing film and the print unit for carryir* out prirt fr« 

cS/rir ^ ^P roc f^'"9 laboratory for specially carrying out development, etc. For this reason wLthTsnoo 
the ZZ? \T Ph0t09raphed ,ilm from us ^ ^e shop side) send (deliver) the already photogTphsd f Si 
Hp Jr ^ T 9 ^ aX ° ry 310,19 " Bh r6qUeSt 01 ^ such as the number °« Prints and or color designSoTetc as 
USSSSf* T^i ,ab ° rat0ry deVe ' 0pS th6 Paraphed film receded from the *£SE£^ 
22 21 h T P il 0,ogra P ns responding to the user's request on the basis of this negative film to send tSem 
back to the shop side. Thus, user receives the negative film and photographs from the shop side Accordingly in S 
case of co^onaJly obtaining still picture, the film etc. is alternated between user, shop and pLeS SoratoTy 

35 WO^KS^L^ "l the h °" iCia , 1 Patent PuWiCati0n 01 Na (International Laid Open No 

WO92A)5504) Image data base having low resolution index image data" is disclosed. In accordance with this imaqe 
data base, picture data is recorded onto a digital data recording medium onto which it can be written once to^TS! 
print on the basis of the picture data recorded on the optical disc to thereby obtain still picture * 
Hi c ,rc° We ^ r ' thiS '"If 96 d3ta b3Se ' a " ° ptiCal disc on which date be record ed only once (so called write once 
Shi™ 

?n~ T Z P Slde ' and 10 repr0dUCe ** piCtUre da,a at the user side - Accordingly, also in this sSm it 
^ h V H "I 3 ' ^ ° Ut 10 PfintS ' reqUeSt ° f US6r Such 38 the n^ber of prints or otobto^Ti££ 
system which replaces the system of obtaining still picture conventionally proposed has not been provX 
»nnlrr suc h actua ' oircumstances, this invention has been made, and its object is to provide a picture control 

SS^c h h 9 m 1 edlUm ' 3 PiC,Ure COn,r0 ' SyStem and a picture confro1 me, h°d which realize a new Z picZ 
control system which replaces the conventional svstem of obtaining still picture. 

Disclosure of the Invention 

™ i P t iCtU If ^P 8 ^" 8 accordin 9 to this invention is directed to a picture control apparatus for controlling oic- 

data of rst resolution (hereinafter simply referred to as first resolution data depending upon drcumslancS 
picture f.le including picture data of second resolution (hereinafter simply referred to as second S Sata Te^Z 
upon circumstances) higher than the first resolution and caused to be related to the first pSu^M^eMhe S 
ure control apparatus includes picture processing means for implementing desired picture prociing toTe f S d c 
ure data produced from the recording medium, control data generating means for bE3JSJ££ far 
indicating picture processing implemented to the first picture data by the picture processing meaSs ^ Sina 
means for recording, onto the recording medium, the control data generated by the control da'ta geTera^ £2 as 
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control data file different from the first picture file and the second picture file in a manner related to the second picture 
file. 

In more practical sense, the first picture file is intermediate resolution picture file data including, e.g.. intermediate 
resolution picture data for monitor display as picture data of first resolution, and the second picture file is high resolution 

s picture file including high resolution picture data for print as picture data of second resolution. 

In the picture control apparatus for controlling such respective picture data, when desired picture processing is 
implemented to the first picture data reproduced from the recording medium by the picture processing means, the con- 
trol data generating means generates print control data as control data indicating picture processing implemented to 
the first picture data (intermediate resolution picture data). Further, the recording means records control data generated 

10 by the control data generating means onto the recording medium as print data file which is control data file different from 
the first and second files in a manner related to the second picture data (high resolution picture data). 

Thus, a recording medium on which print control data for controlling print operation is recorded along with at least 
intermediate resolution picture data for monitor display and high resolution picture data for printer can be formed. For 
this reason, request such as the number of prints or color designation, etc. can be recognized only by reproducing the 

15 recording medium. In print, there is no necessity of carrying out request therefor orally or by any other means. Thus, 
convenience can be improved. 

Moreover, user is caused to have such recording medium and the shop side is caused to have the picture control 
apparatus (unit) to which a printer unit is connected, whereby, without necessity of allowing user who has taken the 
recording medium to make orally, etc. request relating to print, an approach is employed at the shop side to reproduce 

20 the recording medium which has been taken to thereby recognize it, thus making it possible to carry out print out. For 
this reason, print miss resulting from erroneous hearing, etc. of request can be prevented. In addition, as the system of 
obtaining still picture, it is possible to provide a simplified available (acquisition) system in which "processing laboratory" 
is not required. For this reason, entirely new available system can be realized as the system of obtaining still picture. 
Further, a recording medium according to this invention includes: picture file including first picture file including pic- 

25 ture data of first resolution, and second picture file including picture data of second resolution higher than the first res- 
olution and caused to be related to the first picture file; and control data file formed as file different from the picture file 
and in which control data generated on the basis of first picture data to which desired picture processing has been 
implemented is recorded in a manner related to the second picture data. In addition, the recording medium includes 
control data management file including control data file management information unit for carrying out management of 

30 the control data file, and management information table for carrying out, in first recording units of the recording medium, 
management of recording positions of the picture file, the control data file and the control data management file. 

In more practical sense, the first picture file is intermediate resolution picture file including intermediate resolution 
picture data for monitor display as picture data of first resolution, and the second picture file is high resolution picture 
file including high resolution picture data for print as picture data of second resolution. In addition, the control data file 

35 is print data file for carrying out print control of the high resolution picture data for print. 

The control data file is caused to undergo management by control data management file including control data file 
management information unit. In addition, recording positions of the picture file, the control data file and the control data 
management file are caused to undergo management, in first recording units (e.g., 1 cluster unit) of the recording 
medium, by the management information table. 

40 Thus, a recording medium on which print control data for controlling print operation is recorded along with at least 
intermediate resolution picture data for monitor display and high resolution picture data for print can be formed. For this 
reason, similarly to the above-described picture control apparatus, print miss resulting from erroneous hearing of 
request relating to print can be prevented, and entirely novel simplified available system which does not require 
"processing laboratory" can be realized as the system of obtaining still picture. 

45 Moreover, a picture control system according to this invention is directed to a picture control system in which a 
recording medium including first picture file including first resolution picture data and second picture file including pic- 
ture data of second resolution higher than the first resolution and caused to be related to the first picture file is loaded 
into a first picture control unit or a second picture control unit to control picture data obtained from the recording 
medium. 

so Further, the first picture control unit comprises first picture processing means for implementing desired picture 
processing to the first picture data reproduced from the recording medium, control data generating means for generat- 
ing control data for indicating picture processing implemented to the first picture data by the first picture processing 
means, and recording means for recording, onto the recording medium, control data generated by the control data gen- 
erating means as control data file different from the first picture file or the second picture file in a manner caused to be 

55 related to the second picture file. 

In addition, the second picture control unit comprises reproducing means for reproducing, from the recording 
medium, the second picture data and control data corresponding to the second picture data, and second picture 
processing means for implementing picture processing to the reproduced second picture data on the basis of the con- 
trol data reproduced from the reproducing means. 
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In more practical sense, the first picture file is intermediate resolution picture file including first picture data which 
is intermediate resolution picture data for monitor display, and the second picture file is high resolution picture file 
including second picture data which is high resolution picture data for print. 

In such a picture control system, when picture processing that user desires is implemented to the first picture data 
which is the intermediate resolution picture data by the first picture processing means, the control data generating 
means forms print control data as control data indicating picture processing implemented to the first picture data Fur- 
ther, the recording means records, onto the recording means, the print control data as control data file (print data file) 
different from the first and second picture files. 

Moreover, the second picture control unit is operative to reproduce at least the high resolution picture data and the 
print data file from the recording medium by the reproducing means, and to implement, by the second picture process- 
ing means, picture processing corresponding to print control data of the print data file to the high resolution picture data 
By the second picture control unit, the picture data to which the picture processing corresponding to the print control 
data has been implemented is delivered to, e.g., a print unit externally connected. 

Thus, picture processing that user has designated by using the first picture control unit is automatically carried out 
at the second picture control unit side, thus making it possible to obtain print picture that user desires. Accordingly sim- 
ilarly to the above-described picture control unit and the recording medium, print miss resulting from erroneous hearing 
of request relating to print can be prevented, and entirely novel simplified available system which does not require 
processing laboratory" can be realized as the system of obtaining still picture. 

Moreover, a picture control method according to this invention is directed to a picture control method in which a 
record.ng medium comprising first picture file including picture data of first resolution and second picture file including 
picture data of second resolution higher than the first resolution and caused to be related to the first picture file is loaded 
into a first picture control unit or a second picture control unit to control picture data obtained from the recordinq 
medium, characterized in that the method comprises steps as described below. 

Initially, as step (a), in the first picture control unit, desired picture processing is implemented to the first picture data 
reproduced from the recording medium. Subsequently, as step (b), in the first picture control unit, control data is gener- 
ated on the basis of the first picture data which has been caused to undergo picture processing at the step (a) Subse- 
quently, as step (c), in the first picture control unit, the control data generated at the step (c) is recorded onto the 
recording med.um as control data file different from the first picture file and the second picture file in a manner caused 
to be related to the second picture data. As step (d), in the second picture control unit, the second picture data and con- 
trol data corresponding to the second picture data recorded at the step (c) are reproduced from the recording medium 
Subsequently, as step (e), in the second picture control unit, picture processing is implemented to the second picture 
data reproduced at the step (d) on the basis of the control data reproduced at the step (d). 

In more practical sense, the first picture file is intermediate resolution picture file including intermediate resolution 
picture data for monitor display as the picture data of first resolution, and the second picture file is high resolution picture 
35 file including high resolution picture data for print as picture data of second resolution. 

At the step (b), print control data which is control data is formed on the basis of the first picture data which has been 
caused to undergo picture processing at the step (a). This print control data is caused to be related to high resolution 
picture data wh.ch is the picture data of second resolution, and is then recorded onto the recording medium as print 
data file. 
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The high resolution picture data and the print data file recorded on the recording medium are reproduced by the 
second picture control unit at the step (d). Then, at the step (e), picture processing is implemented to the high resolution 
picture data in dependency upon print control data of print data file. The high resolution picture data which has been 
caused to undergo picture processing is delivered to a print unit externally connected. 

Thus, picture processing that user has designated by using the first picture control unit is automatically carried out 
at the second picture control unit side, thus making it possible to obtain print picture that user desires. Accordingly, sim- 
ilarly to the picture control unit and the recording medium as described above, print miss resulting from erroneous hear- 
ing, etc. of request relating to print can be prevented, and simplified entirely the novel available system which does not 
require "processing laboratory" can be realized as the system of obtaining still picture. 

so Brief Description of the Drawings 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a still picture system to which a picture control apparatus, a recording medium a pic- 
ture control system, and a picture control method according to this invention are applied. 
FIG. 2 is a block diagram of scanner unit provided in the still picture system. 
55 FIG. 3 is a block diagram of printer unit provided in the still picture system. 

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of picture processing block provided in the still picture system. 

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of thinning and compression/expansion block provided in the still picture system. 

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of storage unit provided in the still picture system. 

FIG. 7 is a block diagram of video input unit provided in the still picture system. 
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FIG. 8 is a view showing appearance of operation unit provided in the still picture system. 

FIG. 9 is a view for explaining data structure of picture data recorded on the optical disc. 

FIG. 1 0 is a view for explaining management block formed in data U-TOC. 

FIG. 1 1 is a view for explaining sector structure of volume descriptor. 

FIG. 12 is a view for explaining sector structure of volume space bitmap. 

FIG. 13 is a view for explaining the configuration of allocation block. 

FIG. 1 4 is a view for explaining sector structure of management table. 

FIG. 15 is a view for explaining respective data recorded into management table. 

FIG. 1 6 is a view for explaining sector structure of directory record for directory. 

FIG. 17 is a view for explaining sector structure of directory record for file. 

FIG. 18 is a view for explaining sector structure of extent record block. 

FIG. 19 is a view for explaining hierarchical directory structure for carrying out management of picture data every 
respective resolutions in the still picture system. 

FIG. 20 is a view for explaining DRB and ERB constituting the management block. 

FIG. 21 is a view for explaining the configuration of ERB constituting the management block. 

FIG. 22 is a view for explaining format table in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 23 is a view for explaining picture parameter table in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 24 is a view for explaining overall information management file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 25 is a view for explaining picture data management file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 26 is a view for explaining print data management file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 27 is a view for explaining picture data file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 28 is a view for explaining overall index file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 29 is a view for explaining picture index file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 30 is a view for explaining print data file in the hierarchical directory structure. 

FIG. 31 is a view for explaining print control data which is data content of print information unit included in the print 
data file. 

FIG. 32 is a flowchart for explaining recording operation of the first half in the still picture system. 
FIG. 33 is a flowchart for explaining recording operation of the latter half in the still picture system. 
FIG. 34 is a flowchart for explaining recording operation of picture data every respective resolutions in the still pic- 
ture system. 

FIG. 35 is a flowchart for explaining forming operation of the first half of overall index file in the still picture system. 
FIG. 36 is a flowchart for explaining forming operation of the latter half of the overall index file in the still picture sys- 
tem. 

FIG. 37 is a flowchart for explaining reproducing (playback) operation in the still picture system. 

FIG. 38 is a flowchart for explaining retrieval operation of designated picture data in the still picture system. 

FIG. 39 is a flowchart for explaining edit operation of picture data in the still picture system. 

FIG. 40 is a block diagram of a portable recording/reproducing device to which a picture control apparatus, a 
recording medium, a picture control system and a picture control method according to this invention are applied. 

FIG. 41 is a flowchart for explaining recording/reproducing (playback) operation of the portable recording/reproduc- 
ing device. 

FIG. 42 is a flowchart for explaining print operation in the still picture system. 

FIG. 43 is a view for explaining a conventional system of obtaining still picture. 

FIG. 44 is a view for explaining a novel system of obtaining still picture realized by this invention. 

Best Mode for Carrying Out the Invention 

Preferred modes (forms) for carrying out a picture control apparatus, a recording medium, a picture control system 
and a picture control method according to this invention will now be described in detail with reference to the attached 
drawings. 

Initially, the picture control apparatus, the recording medium, the picture control system and the picture control 
method according to this invention can be applied to a still picture system as shown in FIG. 1 . 

1 [Configuration of the still picture system] 

This still picture system comprises a scanner unit 1 for carrying out reading operation of picture (pictorial image) 
from film or photograph, etc., a printer unit 2 for carrying out print operation of still picture corresponding to picture data 
taken in or recorded at the still picture system, and a picture processing block 3 for forming, from the picture data taken 
into the still picture system, high resolution picture data for print, intermediate resolution picture data for monitor display, 
and low resolution picture data for index display. A video input unit 8 for taking thereinto picture data from other image 
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equipments such as video tape recorder equipment or camera device, etc., and a monitor unit 9 on which still picture 
corresponding to picture data through the picture processing block 3 is displayed are connected to the picture process- 
ing block 3. 

Moreover, the still picture system comprises a thinning and contraction/expansion block 4 for implementing thinning 
s and contraction/expansion processing to picture data taken into the still picture system, a storage unit 5 for recording 
and reproducing the picture data of respective resolutions with respect to optical disc provided as a recording medium 
in the still picture system, and a system controller 6 for carrying out control of the entirety of the still picture system. At 
the system controller 6, as described later, there is provided a random access memory (RAM) 6a for temporarily storing 
picture data which has been read out from the optical disc when recording the picture data after undergone sequencing 
10 in order of reproduction (playback). In addition, an operation unit 10 for designating taking-in, recording, reproduction 
(playback) and print, etc. of the picture data is connected to the system controller 6. 

The still picture system is of a structure in which the scanner unit 1 , the printer unit 2, the picture processing block 
3, the thinning and contraction/expansion processing block 4, the storage unit 5, and the system controller 6 are con- 
nected (interconnected) through a bus line 7. 

15 

1 -1 [Configuration of the scanner unit] 

The scanner unit 1 is composed, as shown in FIG. 2, of a CCD image sensor 1a for reading still picture recorded 
on negative film, positive film or photograph, etc., an A/D converter 1b for allowing a picture signal delivered as an ana- 
20 log signal from the CCD image sensor 1a to undergo digital conversion to form picture data, a correction section 1c for 
implementing correction processing such as shading correction or color masking correction, etc. to the picture data 
from the A/D converter 1b, and an interlace 1d connected to the bus line 7. 

1 -2 [Configuration of the printer unit] 

25 

The printer unit 2 is composed, as shown in FIG. 3. an interface 2a connected to the bus line 7, a data conversion 
circuit 2b for implementing data conversion processing suitable for print to the picture data delivered thereto, and a ther- 
mal head 2c for carrying out print operation of still picture corresponding to the picture data from the data conversion 
circuit 2 onto a printer paper 2d. The print operation in this printer unit is controlled in accordance with print control data, 
30 which will be described later, for controlling the number of prints and hue (tint), etc. 

1 -3 [Configuration of the picture processing block] 

The picture processing block 3 comprises, as shown in FIG. 4, a frame memory 1 1 composed of a main memory 

35 1 1 a for temporarily storing picture data taken into the still picture system and a video memory 1 1 b for temporarily stor- 
ing picture data taken thereinto through the scanner unit 1 or the video input unit 8, etc., and a picture processing circuit 
12 for implementing picture processing such as expansion (enlargement) processing or contract ion processing, etc. to 
the picture data which has been read out from the main memory 11a. The picture processing block 3 further includes 
a memory controller 13 for controlling the frame memory 1 1 , a picture processing controller 14 for controlling picture 

40 processing operation in the picture processing circuit 12, and an interface 15 connected to the bus line 7. 

More particularly, the frame memory 1 1 is composed of frame memory for R in which picture data of Red (R) is sub- 
jected to read/write operation, frame memory for G in which picture data of Green (G) is subjected to read/write opera- 
tion, and frame memory for B in which picture data of Blue (B) is subjected to read/Write operation. 

The frame memories for respective colors are of a structure, from a theoretical point of view, such that eight DRAMs 

45 (Dynamic RAMs) in total obtained by stacking four DRAMs in a depth direction in a double line form, each having mem- 
ory area of 4M bits in which, e.g., the three-dimensional relationship of length, breadth and depth is expressed as 1024 
pixels x 1024 pixels x 4 bits, have memory area of 2048 x 2048 x 8 bits. Further, the frame memory 1 1 is of a structure, 
from a theoretical point of view, such that the frame memories for respective colors having the memory area of 2048 x 
2048 x 8 bits are respectively stacked in order of R, G and B in the depth direction. For this reason, the frame memory 

so 1 1 has a memory area of 2048 x 2048 x 24 bits. 

1 -4 [Configuration of thinning and contraction/expansion processing block] 

The thinning and contraction/expansion processing block 4 is composed, as shown in FIG. 5, of an interface 4a 
55 connected to the bus line 7, a buffer 4b for temporarily storing high resolution picture data delivered through the inter- 
face 4a, an 1/4 thinning circuit 4c for allowing the high resolution picture data from the buffer 4a to undergo thinning 
processing into 1/4 to thereby form intermediate resolution picture data, and a buffer memory (buffer) 4d for temporarily 
storing the intermediate resolution picture data from the 1/4 thinning circuit 4c. Moreover, the thinning and contrac- 
tion/expansion block 4 includes a 1/60 thinning circuit 4e for allowing the intermediate resolution picture data which has 
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been read out from the buffer 4d to undergo thinning processing into 1/60 to thereby form low resolution picture data, 
and a selector 4f for selecting any one of the high resolution picture data from the buffer 4b, the intermediate resolution 
picture data from the 1 /4 thinning circuit 4c, and the low resolution picture data from the 1 /60 thinning circuit 4e to output 
selected one. Further, the thinning and contraction/expansion block 4 includes a raster/block converting circuit 4g for 
s dividing each picture data selected by the selector 4f into blocks of predetermined pixel unit suitable for compression 
processing, a compression/expansion circuit 4h for implementing fixed length encoding processing to the picture data 
blocked (divided into blocks) by the raster/block converting circuit 4g, and a thinning and contraction/expansion control- 
ler 4i for controlling the thinning and contraction/expansion processing operation at the thinning and contraction/expan- 
sion processing block 4. 

10 

1 -5 [Configuration of the storage unit] 

The storage unit 5 is composed, as shown in FIG. 6, of an interface 5a connected to the bus line 7, an EFM circuit 
5b for implementing 8-14 modulation processing to picture data of respective resolutions from the thinning and corn- 
's pression/expansion processing block 4, a disc recording/reproducing section 5c for recording and reproducing picture 
data from the EFM circuit 5b with respect to the optical disc 20, and a storage unit controller 5d for controlling the oper- 
ation of the entirety of the storage unit 5. 

1 -6 [Configuration of the video input unit] 

20 

The video input unit 8 is composed, as shown in FIG. 7, of an input terminal 8a for composite video signal, an input 
terminal 8b for video signal delivered in the Y (luminance)/C (chroma) separate format (form), an input terminal 8c for 
video signal delivered in the RGB format, a video processing section 8d for implementing a processing to carry out con- 
version into picture size suitable for the still picture system to the video signals of respective formats delivered through 
25 the respective input terminals 8a to 8c, and an A/D converter 8e for converting the respective video signals delivered 
as an analog signal from the video processing section 8d into digital data to form respective picture data. 

1-7 [Configuration of the operation unit] 

30 The operation unit 10 has an appearance as shown in FIG. 8, and has, on the surface panel thereof, a disc insertion 
hole 30 and a display section 26 formed by liquid crystal display plate. Moreover, the operation unit 10 includes a power 
key 31 for turning ON main power supply of the storage unit 5, an eject key 32 for designating ejection (taking-out) of 
the optical disc 20 inserted through the disc insertion hole 30, and an album key 33 for carrying out album selection 
within the disc. 

35 Further, the operation unit 10 includes a disc key 34 for designating display of disc name and album name, etc., an 
image key 35 for designating display of picture (image) name, key word and recording date, etc. , a clock key 36 for des- 
ignating display of current date and time, etc., and an automatic play (auto play) key 37 for designating automatic play- 
back (auto play) to automatically play back (reproduce) picture image of designated album in order of recording, or to 
automatically picture images of designated respective albums in a designated order. 

40 Further, the operation unit 10 includes a first index key 38a for designating first index display to display e.g., 25 pic- 
ture images constituting a selected album by one picture, a second index key 38b for designating second index display 
to display only the first picture images of respective albums by one picture, a third index key 38c for designating third 
index display to display as far as several picture images from the first of respective albums by one picture, and a fourth 
index key 38d for designating fourth index display to display picture images of respective albums played back (repro- 

45 duced) at intervals of predetermined number of picture images by one picture. 

Further, the operation unit 10 includes a first album search key 56 for designating first album search display to dis- 
play only the leading picture images of respective albums one by one to carry out retrieval of desired album, a second 
album search key 57 for designating second album search display to display as far as several picture images from the 
first of respective albums one by one to carry out retrieval of desired album, a return key 39 for designating playback 

so (reproduction) of picture forward (in point of time) by one with respect to current picture, a feed key 40 for designating 
playback (reproduction) of picture backward (in point of time) by one with respect to current picture, a playback (repro- 
duction) key for designating playback (reproduction) of picture, and a stop key 42 for designating stop of recording play- 
back (reproduction). 

Further, the operation unit 10 includes a temporary stop key 43 for designating temporary stop of the automatic 
55 playback, a recording designation key 44 for designating recording of picture, a REG indicator 45 turned ON at the time 
of recording, an edit indicator 46 turned ON at the time of editing, etc., and a move key 47 used in the case of moving 
a desired picture to a desired position within corresponding album or to a desired position of any other album. 

Further, the operation unit 1 0 includes an erase key 48 for designating erasing of recorded picture, an enter key 49 
used for designation of a desired picture in moving the desired picture within corresponding album or moving it to any 
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other album by using the above-mentioned move key 47, a ten key 50 used in inputting figures (numeric values) or char- 
acters, and a clear key 51 for designating erasing of figure or character, etc. inputted by the ten key 50. 

Since the above-mentioned respective keys 31 to 51 have high use frequency, those keys are provided in the state 
where they are all exposed to the surface panel. 

s In addition, the operation unit 10 includes a retrieval key 52 for designating retrieval of desired picture, a write key 
53 for designating recording of album name or picture name, etc., a cross (cruciform) key 54 for designating character, 
etc. to be inputted, and an EXEC key 55 for designating recording of character, etc. designated by the cross key 54. 

These respective keys 52 to 55 are ordinarily covered with the surface cover because they are used for special use 
purpose, such as, for example, at the time of recording of album name and picture name, etc. As occasion demands, 

10 user uncovers the surface cover to use such keys. 

2 [Outline of the recording operation] 

The first recording operation of the still picture system as constructed above will now be described. 
is Initially, in the case where desired picture data is recorded onto optical disc 20 of the storage unit 5, user operates 
the operation unit 10 to designate destination of taking-in of picture data (scanner unit 1 or video input unit 8), and to 
set destination of output of the picture data which has been taken in to the storage unit 5. Thus, the system controller 6 
controls the scanner unit 1 or the video input unit 8 so that it is in operative state. 

20 2-1 [Description of the operation of the scanner unit] 

The scanner unit 1 is adapted so that it can read both pictures of reflection type manuscript and transmission type 
manuscript. In more practical sense, the scanner unit 1 can read, e.g., photograph of E size, photograph of L size, and 
photograph of A6 size as the reflection type manuscript, and can read negative film of 35 mm, or Brownie size as the 

25 transmission type manuscript. It is to be noted that the scanner unit 1 can also read manuscript obtained by allowing, 
negative film of the 35 mm, or Brownie size to undergo print at the original size. 

When the film or photograph, etc. is mounted on the manuscript reading table, the scanner unit 1 reads this man- 
uscript by scanning CCD line sensor 1a shown in FIG. 2. The CCD line sensor 1a forms a picture signal corresponding 
to the picture which has been read to deliver it to A/D converter 1b. The A/D converter 1b digitizes the picture signal 

30 delivered from the CCD line sensor 1 a to thereby form picture data to deliver it to correction system 1 c. For example, in 
the case where picture has been read from the 35 mm film, the correction system 1c corrects this picture data so that 
there is provided picture data of size (dimensions) of 1200 pixels x 1700 pixels as the size (dimensions) of length x 
breadth to output the corrected picture data. 

Moreover, in the case where manuscripts to be read are film of Brownie size, photograph of E size, photograph of 

35 L size, and photograph of A6 size, the scanner unit 1 respectively makes corrections into picture data of sizes of 1298 
pixels x 975 ~ 1 875 pixels, 1 050 pixels x 1 450 pixels, 1 1 20 pixels x 1 575 pixels, and 1 325 pixels x 1 825 pixels to output 
corrected picture data. 

2-2 [Description of the operation of the video input unit] 

40 

The video input unit 8 is adapted as shown in FIG. 7 so that, e.g., video signals of three formats of composite video 
signals, video signals delivered in the Y (luminance)/C (chroma) separate format, and video signals delivered in the for- 
mat of RGB from video tape recorder equipment, etc. can be inputted thereto. These video signals are delivered to 
video processing system 8d through input terminals 8a to 8c, respectively. 
45 The video processing system 8d changes pixels of the video signals of the respective formats into pixels of cubic 
lattice, and makes a change such that their pixel sizes have 480 pixels x 640 pixels to deliver them to A/D converter 8e. 
The A/D converter 8e digitizes the video signals to thereby form picture data corresponding to the video signals of the 
respective formats to output them through output terminal 8f. 

so 2-3 [Description of the operation of the picture processing block] 

Picture data formed by the scanner unit 1 or the video input unit 2 are picture data of high resolution such that, e.g., 
the dimensional relationship between length and breadth is expressed as 1024 pixels x 1536 pixels, and are delivered 
to video memory 1 1 b within frame memory 3 through input terminal 1 8 of the picture processing block 3 shown in FIG. 

55 4. 

The memory controller 1 3 is operative so that when picture data of high resolution is delivered to the video memory 
1 1 b, it carries out write-in control and read-out control so as to temporarily store such picture data and to read out the 
stored picture data of high resolution. This high resolution picture data is transferred to thinning and compres- 
sion/expansion processing block 4 through data line 17, interface 15, bus line 7 and data line 16 in order, and is trans- 
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ferred to main memory 11a. The memory controller 13 carries out write-in control of the main memory 11a so as to 
temporarily store the high resolution picture data which has been transferred to the main memory 11a. 

When the high resolution picture data is stored into the main memory 1 1 a, the picture processing controller 1 4 con- 
trols the picture processing circuit 1 2 and the memory controller 1 3 so as to convert the high resolution picture data into, 
5 e.g.. picture data of intermediate resolution for monitor display of 480 pixels x 640 pixels. Thus, the high resolution pic- 
ture data is read out from the main memory 1 1a by read-out control of the memory controller 13, and is delivered to the 
picture processing circuit 12. Then, the high resolution picture data is converted into intermediate resolution picture 
data by the picture processing circuit 12, and is delivered to the video memory 1 1b through the data line 16, the inter- 
face 1 5, the bus line 7 and the data line 1 7. The memory controller 1 3 is operative so that when the intermediate reso- 
10 lution picture data is delivered to the video memory 1 1b, it allows the video memory 1 1b to undergo write-in control so 
as to temporarily store such picture data and allows the video memory 1 1b to undergo read-out control so as to read 
out it. Thus, the intermediate resolution picture data stored in the video memory 1 1b is read out, and is then delivered 
to monitor unit 9 shown in FIG. 1 through output terminal 19. 

The intermediate resolution picture data delivered to the monitor unit 9 is converted into picture data in analog form 
is by D/A converter so that a picture signal for monitor display of intermediate resolution is provided. Thus, the picture 
image which has been taken in by the scanner unit 1 or the video input unit 8 is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

In this example, the picture processing controller 14 shown in FIG. 4 is operative so that in the case where picture 
processing such as expansion processing or contraction processing, etc. of picture which has been taken in by the 
scanner unit 1 or the video input unit 8 is designated by operation of the operation unit 10, it controls the picture 
20 processing circuit 12 so that the designated picture processing is implemented to the picture data which has been read 
out from the main memory 11a. Tlie picture data to which the designated picture processing has been implemented by 
the picture processing circuit 12 is delivered to the monitor unit 9. Thus, the picture to which the designated picture 
processing has been implemented is displayed on the monitor unit 9. In addition, the picture processing controller 14 
delivers data indicating picture processing implemented to the picture data (picture processing information) to the thin- 
gs ning and compression/expansion processing block 4 through the interface 1 5 and the bus line 7. 

2-4 [Description of the operation of the thinning and compression/expansion processing block] 

Then, user confirms by the picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9 as to whether or not corresponding picture 
30 image is desired one, whereby in the case where the corresponding picture image is desired one, user operates the 
recording designation key 44 of the operation unit 10 shown in FIG. 8 to designate recording of the picture image dis- 
played on the monitor unit 9. 

The system controller 6 shown in FIG. 1 is operative so that when the recording designation key 4 is caused to 
undergo ON operation, it detects this operation to deliver data indicating that designation of the recording has been 
35 made and the picture processing information in the case where such information exists to the thinning and compres- 
sion/expansion controller 4i of the compression/expansion processing block 4 through the bus line 7 and the interface 
4a shown in FIG. 5. 

The thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i is operative so that in the case where the picture processing 
information exists, it controls the interface 4a so as to temporarily store such data and to carry out taking-in of the high 
40 resolution picture data. When the high resolution picture data is taken into the thinning and compression/expansion 
processing block through the interface 4a, it is temporarily stored into the buffer 4b. When the high resolution picture 
data is stored into the buffer 4b, the thinning and contraction/expansion controller 4i allows the buffer 4b to undergo 
read-out control so as to deliver the high resolution picture data to the 1/4 thinning circuit 4c and the selector 4f, e.g., 
every line. 

45 The 1/4 thinning circuit 4c implements a thinning processing such that (the number of) pixels of the higher resolu- 
tion picture data is reduced to one fourth (1/4) to thereby form intermediate resolution picture data of 480 pixels x 640 
pixels to deliver it to the memory 4d. The thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i is operative so that when 
the intermediate resolution picture data is delivered to the memory 4d, it controls the memory 4d so as to temporarily 
store such picture data and to read out it. The intermediate resolution picture data which has been read out from the 

so memory 4d is delivered to the 1/60 thinning circuit 4e and the selector 4f. 

The 1/60 thinning circuit 4e implements a thinning processing such that (the number of) pixels of the intermediate 
resolution picture data which has been read out from the memory 4d is reduced to one sixtieth (1/60) to thereby form 
low resolution picture data of 60 pixels x 80 pixels (picture data for index) to deliver it to the selector 4f. 

The selector 4f is subject to switching control by the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i. Namely, the 

55 thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i allows the selector 4f to undergo switching control, e.g., so as to 
select picture data of respective resolutions delivered to the selector 4f in order of high resolution picture data, interme- 
diate resolution picture data and low resolution picture data to output selected one. The picture data of respective res- 
olutions from the selector 4f are delivered to the raster/block converting circuit 4g. 
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The raster/block converting circuit 4g divides the respective picture data into, e.g., processing block units of 8 pixels 
x 8 pixels which are processing unit of compression encoding to deliver them to the compression/expansion circuit 4h. 

As stated above, the picture data of respective resolutions are divided into processing block units of 8 pixels x 8 
pixels at the raster/block converting circuit 4g. In this case, the low resolution picture data has picture size of 60 pixels 
x 80 pixels. For this reason, when attempt is made to divide the lower resolution picture data into processing block units 
of 8 pixels x 8 pixels, because the number of pixels in a longitudinal direction cannot be divided by eight (8) (60 pixels 
+ 8 pixels - 7.5 pixels), it is impossible to divide the low resolution picture data in the processing block units of 8 pixels 
x 8 pixels. From facts as described above, the raster/block converting circuit 4g is operative so that when the low reso- 
lution picture data is delivered thereto, it adds dummy data of 4 pixels x 80 pixels to the upper row (line) side or the lower 
row (line) side of the picture data to thereby allow the low resolution picture data of 60 pixels x 80 pixels to be low res- 
olution picture data of 64 pixels x 80 pixels. By such a processing, the number of pixels in the longitudinal direction can 
be divided by eight (8). Thus, the raster/block converting circuit 4g divides the low resolution picture data of 64 pixels x 
80 pixels into 8 processing blocks and 1 0 processing blocks to deliver them to the compression/expansion circuit 4h. It 
is to be noted that since the dummy data is eliminated in the index display, there is no possibility that pictures according 
to the dummy data (e.g., black pictures or white pictures) are displayed in the state added to the index picture. 

The compression/expansion circuit 4h is composed of Discrete Cosine Transform circuit (DCT circuit), quantizing 
circuit, and fixed length encoding circuit which are not shown. Accordingly, the picture data of respective resolutions are 
first delivered to the DCT circuit. 

The DCT circuit carries out orthogonal transform processing to transform the picture data of respective resolutions 
into picture data on the frequency base to form DCT coefficients, thus to deliver, to the quantizing circuit, those picture 
data of respective resolutions to which the orthogonal transform processing has been implemented. 

The quantizing circuit carries out quantization processing of the picture data of respective resolutions by using, 
e.g., suitable quantization coefficients set by the system controller 6 to deliver quantized picture data to the fixed length 
encoding circuit. 

The fixed length encoding circuit implements fixed length encoding processing to DCT coefficients of the picture 
data of respective resolutions quantized by the suitable quantization coefficients to feed the result of fixed length encod- 
ing processing back to the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i. The thinning and compression/expansion 
controller 4i forms quantization coefficients optimum for quantizing that picture data in accordance with the result of the 
fixed length encoding processing to deliver them to the quantizing circuit. The quantizing circuit carries out quantization 
of the picture data by using the optimum quantization coefficients set for the second time to deliver it to the fixed length 
encoding circuit. Thus, at the fixed length encoding circuit, picture data of respective resolutions are permitted to 
undergo fixed length encoding so that they have predetermined data length. 

In more practical sense, by such compression encoding processing, the intermediate resolution picture data is 
caused to undergo fixed length encoding processing so that it has data length of 2 clusters twice greater than one clus- 
ter which is one recording unit, the high resolution picture data is caused to undergo fixed length encoding processing 
so that it has data length of 8 clusters, and the low resolution picture data is caused to undergo fixed length encoding 
processing so that it has data length of 1/15 clusters. The picture data of respective resolutions which have been 
caused to undergo fixed length encoding in this way are delivered to the storage unit 5 shown in FIG. 6 through the inter- 
face 4a and the bus line 7. In addition, in the case where picture processing information is added to the delivered picture 
data as described above, the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i delivers the picture processing informa- 
tion to the storage unit 5 along with the picture data of respective resolutions. 

2-5 [Description of the operation of the storage unit] 

Picture data of respective resolutions and picture processing information from the thinning and compres- 
sion/expansion processing block 4 are delivered to the interface 5a of FIG. 6. The storage unit controller 5d is operative 
so that when the picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing information are delivered to the inter- 
face 5a, it controls the interface 5a so as to take them into the storage unit 5. The picture data of respective resolutions 
and the picture processing information which have been taken into the storage unit 5 through the interface 5a are deliv- 
ered to the EFM circuit 5b. When the picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing information are 
delivered to the EFM circuit 5b, the storage unit controller 5d controls the EFM circuit 5b so as to implement so called 
EFM processing (8-14 modulation processing) to the picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing 
information which have been caused to undergo fixed length encoding. The picture data of respective resolutions and 
the picture processing information which have been caused to undergo EFM processing are delivered to the disc 
recording/reproducing section 5c. When the picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing informa- 
tion are delivered to the disc recording/reproducing section 5c, the storage unit controller 5d controls the disc record- 
ing/reproducing section 5c so as to record the picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing 
information onto the optical disc 20. Thus, the picture data of respective resolutions and the picture processing informa- 
tion thereof are recorded onto the optical disc 20. 
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In more practical sense, the optical disc 20 is, e.g., magneto-optical disc having diameter of 64 mm, and is adapted 
so that picture data corresponding to 200 pictures can be rewritten desired number of times every respective resolu- 
tions. Further, the picture data corresponding to 200 pictures are caused to undergo management in the state divided 
into four albums in total with picture data corresponding to 50 pictures being as one album. Accordingly, in the case 

5 where user carries out recording of such picture data, he selects an album on which corresponding picture data is 
recorded by using the operation unit 10. Thus, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 
5c through the storage unit controller 5d so as to record, in order of taking-in, the picture data of respective resolutions 
onto the album selected by the user. 

It is to be noted that, in this instance, the low resolution picture data are recorded as index file for index for display- 

10 ing a plurality of pictures recorded on the album within one picture on screen, the intermediate resolution picture data 
are recorded as intermediate resolution picture file for monitor display for displaying a desired one picture recorded on 
the album, and the high resolution picture data are recorded as high resolution picture file for print for carrying out print 
of picture corresponding thereto. 

15 3 [Description of the format of the optical disc] 

The optical disc 20 on which picture data of respective resolutions are recorded as described above are has a new 
format for picture recording as described below. 

20 3-1 [Cluster structure] 

Initially, recording and reproduction (playback) are carried out with respect to the optical disc 20 with "cluster" being 
as one unit. One cluster corresponds to two - three rounds (circumferences) of tracks. These clusters are continuously 
recorded in point of time, whereby one data track is formed. The one duster consists of subdata area of 4 sectors (one 
25 sector is 2352 bytes) and main data area of 32 sectors. Addresses are recorded every respective one sectors. 

It is to be noted that the areas in which data are actually recorded within respective sectors are the area of 2048 
bytes of the 2352 bytes, and header data by synchronization (sync) pattern or address, etc., and error correction code, 
etc are recorded in the remaining byte area. 

In the subdata area of four (4) sectors, subdata or linking data indicating that successive data is recorded in another 
30 area in the case where the successive data is recorded in another area, etc., are recorded. 

In addition, into the main data area of 32 sectors, TOC data, audio (speech) data and picture data, etc. are 
recorded. 

3-2 [Track structure] 

35 

The area of the optical disc 20 consists, as shown in FIG. 9(a), of pit area in which data are recorded by emboss 
pits and magneto-optical area (MO area) in which grooves are provided so that data are caused to undergo record- 
ing/reproduction by the magneto-optical system. 

The pit area is caused to serve as reproduction (playback) only management area in which P-TOC (Premastered 
40 Table Of Contents) which is management information recorded on the optical disc 20 is recorded, and P-TOC sectors 
which will be described later are repeatedly recorded. 

The MO area is the area innermost circumference side up to the termination of the lead-out area of the disc outer- 
most circumferential side. Moreover, the area from immediately after the lead-in area up to immediately before the lead- 
out area of the disc outermost circumferential side of the MO area is caused to be recordable area where data can be 
45 recorded. 

The recordable area consists of recording/reproduction (playback) management area formed at the leading portion 
of the recordable area, and recordable user area formed from immediately after the recording/reproduction manage- 
ment area up to immediately before the lead-out area. 

The recording/reproduction (playback) management area is adapted so that U-TOC which is TOC for management 

so of recording/reproduction (playback) of audio data, etc., is recorded. Moreover, the area except for the U-TOC within the 
recording/reproduction management area is used as calibration area for carrying out trial writing in order to adjust laser 
power of the optical pick-up. Recording position of U-TOC within the recording/reproduction management area is indi- 
cated by the P-TOC. The U-TOCs are recorded continuously by three clusters at a predetermined position within the 
recording/reproduction (playback) management area indicated by the P-TOC. 

55 The recordable user area is of a structure in which audio data track where audio data is recorded, a free area 
caused to undergo management as recordable area where audio data or picture data can be recorded (unrecorded 
area), data track where the above-described picture data of respective resolutions are recorded, and the free area are 
arranged (allocated) in order respectively from the disc inner circumference side to the disc outer circumference side. 
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At the audio data track, audio data indicated as "Mr, "M2", "M3" in FIG. 9(a), for example, are recorded. In addi- 
tion, at the data track, data file including picture data indicated as "FL1 TL2" and "FL3" in FIG. 9(a) and "data U-TOC" 
for carrying out management of the respective data files are recorded. 

It is sufficient that the data U-TOC may be at any position within the recordable area. In this still picture system, the 
5 data U-TOC is recorded immediately before data file FL1 which is data file serving as the disc innermost circumferential 
side of respective data files of the picture data. 

Further, as shown in FIG. 9(b) the U-TOC recorded in the recording/reproduction management area carries out 
management of respective audio data "Mr, "M2", "M3" and start addresses and end addresses of respective free 
areas, and carries out management, collectively as single data track, of respective data files FL1, FL2, FL3 including 
10 the picture data. 

Respective data files FL1 , FL2, FL3 within the data track and unrecorded (not yet recorded) block "EB" within the 
data track are caused to undergo management, in cluster units, by data U-TOC recorded at the preceding portion of the 
data file FL1 as shown in FIG. 9(c). 

It is to be noted that while audio tracks M1, M2, M3 are recorded on the disc in this example, the entirety of the 
is recordable user area is used as data track for picture data. 

3-3 [Configuration of data track] 

The configuration of the data track where respective data files FL1 , FL2, FL3 including the picture data and data U- 
20 TOC are recorded will now be described with reference to FIG. 1 0. As described above, management of the data track 
is carried out as parts (track portion where a series of data physically continuous on the disc are recorded) within the 
U-TOC. Managements of respective data files recorded within the data track are carried out by data U-TOC recorded 
within the data track. 

As shown in FIG. 10(a), the data U-TOC is recorded at the physically leading position of the data track. Namely, 

25 data U-TOC is recorded at the position closer to the innermost disc inner circumferential side within the data track. In 
the case where the data track is separated into plural parts, data U-TOC is recorded at the leading portion of the parts 
located at the innermost disc inner circumferential side. 

This data U-TOC consists of boot area of one (1) cluster and volume management area of sixteen (16) clusters as 
shown in FIG. 10(b). Moreover, the area succeeding to the data U-TOC is caused to be file extents area. In this file 

30 extents area, data files FL1 to FL3 including picture data, etc. are recorded as shown in FIG. 1 0(a). Moreover, data files 
can be further recorded in the unrecorded or not yet recorded block "EB". 

The volume management area consists of 512 management blocks of 0 to 51 1 as shown in FIG. 10(c). Data area 
in one management block is 2048 bytes. Further, respective data recorded in the management block are caused to 
serve as management information for recording/reproduction (playback) of the data file. 

35 Namely, in respective 51 2 management blocks, block numbers of 0 to 51 1 are attached thereto. Moreover, the man- 
agement block of the block number 0 is used as "volume descriptor VD". In this case, "volume" is unit including all parts 
where general data including picture data are recorded. Further, management block of the block number 1 is used as 
"volume space bitmap VSB", and management blocks of the block numbers 2 and 3 are used as the "management table 
MT". Management block of the block number 4 and management blocks succeeding thereto are used as "directory 

40 record block DRB", and "extents record block ERB" in dependency upon use mode (form), etc. of the file extents area. 
Respective management blocks of the management area have size of one logical block (which is the area where 
data are actually recorded within one sector and consists of 2048 bytes. For example, 32 sectors become 32 logical 
blocks.). In the case where data is recorded into the management area and is reproduced therefrom, this logical block 
(management block) is caused to be minimum unit for recording/reproduction, and is caused to be management unit 

45 within the management area. 

On the other hand, in the case of recording picture data into the file extents area, allocation block of one logical 
cluster size is caused to be minimum unit for recording/reproduction, and is caused to be management unit within the 
file extents area. 

It is to be noted that "logical block" is 32 sectors in terms of unit actually used as the data recording area within 1 
so cluster, and is the same area as the main data area. Moreover, "allocation block" indicates the same data unit as the 
logical cluster. In the case of this example, one logical cluster size is represented as one allocation block. Accordingly, 
the number of clusters and the number of allocation blocks on the disc are in correspondence with each other. In addi- 
tion, positions of files on the disc are all designated by allocation block No. of the allocation block. 

55 3-4 [Volume descriptor] 

The leading management block in the volume management area is used as volume descriptor VD. This volume 
descriptor VD serves to carry out basic management of data track (volume) on the disc, and consists, as shown in FIG. 
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11, of header where synchronization pattern and address are recorded and data area of 2048 bytes where various 

management information are recorded. 

At the portion from the second byte to the sixth byte of the data area of the volume descriptor VD. character data 

of TIC_MD" is recorded, e.g., by ASCII code, as identification information (ID) indicating that corresponding sector is 
s sector of volume descriptor. Succeedingly to the identification information, version ID of this system, logical block size, 

logical cluster size and allocation block size are recorded. 

In more practical sense, as "logical block size", byte length indicating actual data area within the sector of the data 

track is recorded. The sector of the data track is 2352 bytes, and 2048 bytes thereof is allocated as the data area. For 

this reason, as the logical block size, "2048" which is the byte length of the logical block is recorded. It is to be noted 
10 that this logical block is caused to serve as minimum recording unit for carrying put recording/reproduction within the 

management area. 

Moreover, as the "logical cluster size", the number of logical blocks of the logical cluster which is the cluster where 
management information and/or data are actually recorded is recorded. One cluster consists of 36 sectors, and 32 sec- 
tors (32 logical blocks) among these sectors are allocated for data recording. For this reason, "32" which is block length 

15 of the logical cluster is recorded as the logical cluster size. 

The number of logical blocks in the allocation block is recorded as the "allocation block size". The allocation block 
indicates the same data unit as the logical cluster, and is the portion in which management information and/or data file 
are actually recorded in the data track. For example, the area of 32 sectors as the logical cluster in the volume manage- 
ment area or the file extents area shown in FIG. 10(b) corresponds to one allocation block. It is to be noted that this 

20 allocation block is caused to be minimum unit for recording/reproduction within the file extents area. 

Subsequently to the allocation block size, "total number of allocation blocks" indicating total number of allocation 
blocks within the volume is recorded. It is to be noted in the case of the so-called hybrid disc where audio data and pic- 
ture data are mixed, total number of allocation blocks including the number of allocation blocks in the pit area is 
recorded as the total number of allocation blocks. 

25 Moreover, the "number of allocation blocks" is recorded subsequently to the total number of allocation blocks. This 
number of allocation blocks indicates total number of recordable allocation blocks, and the number of allocation blocks 
in the recordable area is recorded. In the case where the optical disc 20 is the premastered disc, "0" (zero) is recorded 
as the number of allocation blocks. 

Moreover, "number of unrecorded allocation blocks" which have not yet been recorded is recorded subsequently to 

30 the number of allocation blocks. The number of unrecorded allocation blocks indicates the number of allocation blocks 
which have not yet been recorded of the recordable allocation blocks within the volume. 

Further, "number of recorded allocation blocks" which have been already recorded is recorded subsequently to the 
number of unrecorded allocation blocks. This number of recorded allocation blocks indicates the number of allocation 
blocks which have been already recorded of the recordable allocation blocks within the volume. 

35 Furthermore, "number of defect allocation blocks" is recorded subsequently to the number of recorded allocation 
blocks. This number of defect allocation blocks indicates the number of allocation blocks including defect such as crack 
or flaw, etc. on the disc. 

In addition, "number of directories" indicating number of directories within the volume and "data file" indicating the 
number of data files within the volume are respectively recorded subsequently to the number of defect allocation blocks. 
40 Subsequently to the number of directories and the data file, "ID maximum value" is recorded. This ID maximum 
value indicates maximum value of ID numbers attached in such an order that directories or data files are formed. 

Subsequently to the ID maximum value, "volume attribute" is recorded. This volume attribute indicates attribute of 
data recorded in the volume management area. For example, volume attribute data indicating whether or not volume 
management area is recorded in the mirror mode, whether or not corresponding file is invisible file (secret file), whether 
45 or not the present state is in the write protect state (protection of write), whether or not back-up is required, and the like 
are recorded. 

Subsequently to the volume attribute, "volume management area length" is recorded. This volume management 
area length indicates length of the volume management area, and byte length of the volume management area is 
recorded. 

so Subsequently to the volume management area length, "volume management area position" is recorded. This vol- 
ume management area position indicates position of the volume management area on the disc, and first allocation 
block No. of the volume management area is recorded. 

Subsequently to the volume management area position, there are recorded other management blocks formed as 
the result of the fact that management block within the volume management area is used. In more practical sense, as 

55 other management blocks, "volume space bitmap position" indicating position of the first allocation block of volume 
space bitmap VSB, "number of volume space bitmaps" indicating the number of allocation blocks of the volume space 
bitmap VSB, lirst management table position" indicating position of the first allocation block of the management table 
MT, and "number of management tables" indicating the number of allocation blocks of the management table MT are 
recorded. Moreover, "first extent record block position" indicating position of the first allocation block of the extent record 
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block ERB, "number of extent record blocks" indicating the number of allocation blocks of the extent record block ERB, 
"first directory record block position" indicating position of the first allocation block of the directory record block DRB, 
and "number of directory record blocks" indicating the number of allocation blocks of the directory record block are 
recorded. 

s Thus, it is possible to retrieve position of the first directory by detecting block No. of the allocation block recorded 
as the "first directory record block". 

Subsequently to the respective management blocks, "root directory length" indicating byte length of directory and 
"number of root directories" indicating the number of subdirectories within the directory are respectively recorded. Sub- 
sequently thereto, various ID and character set codes, etc. are reoorded. As the various ID and the character set codes, 

10 e.g., boot system ID, volume ID, publisher ID, data prepare ID, application ID and character set codes of the respective 
ID are recorded. In addition to the above, volume formation date, volume updating date, expiring date, and effective 
date, etc. are recorded. 

Subsequently such data area of 2048 bytes, EDC area of 4 bytes and ECC area of 276 bytes are provided. In the 
ECC area, P parity of 172 bytes and Q parity of 104 bytes based on the so-called cross interleaving system are 
15 recorded. 

In this example, the data area is an area of 2048 bytes, and the area of 1 024 to 2047 bytes of the data area of 2048 
bytes is used as system extension area for system extension. 

3-5 [Volume space bitmap] 

20 

Management block of the block No. 1 in the volume management area is used as volume space bitmap VSB. This 
volume space bitmap VSB indicates recording state of the file extents area in all allocation block units of the data track. 

The volume space bitmap VSB consists, as shown in FIG. 12, of header in which synchronization pattern (Sync) 
and address are recorded, data area of 2048 bytes, and ECC area of 276 bytes in total of P parity of 172 bytes and Q 
25 parity of 104 bytes. 

Allocation blocks and types of respective allocation blocks are recorded in the data area. 

In more practical manner, as shown in FIG. 13(a), allocation block numbers (AL0, AL1 ( AL2 • • • ) are respectively 
attached in order of number 0, number 1 , number 2 • • • to the respective allocation blocks of the data track. The sev- 
enth and sixth bits of the 0-th byte which is the first byte of the data area of the volume space bitmap VSB are allocated 
30 to the allocation block AL0 of No. 0. Moreover, 2 bits are respectively allocated every respective allocation blocks in 
such a manner that the fifth bit and the fourth bit of the 0-th byte are respectively allocated to allocation block AL1 , the 
third bit and the second bit are allocated to the allocation block AL2 of the number 2, the first bit and the 0-th bit are 
allocated to the allocation block AL3 of the number 3, and the seventh bit and the sixth bit of the first byte are allocated 
to the allocation block AL4 of the number 4. 
35 The information of 2 bits respectively allocated every respective allocation blocks indicate types of respective allo- 
cation blocks, and are as shown in FIG. 13(b) such that "00" is recorded in the case where corresponding allocation 
block is unrecorded or not yet recorded allocation blocks, "01" is recorded in the case where it is already recorded allo- 
cation blocks, "10" is recorded in the case where it is defect allocation blocks, and "11" is recorded in the case where it 
is undefined or not yet defined allocation blocks. 
40 It is to be noted that, with respect to the remainder area in the data area, i.e., area in which corresponding block 
does not exist, "11" is recorded into corresponding bit. 

In addition, the optical disc 20 has data area of 2200 clusters so that information can be recorded in allocation 
blocks from AL0 up to AL8191. However, in practice, information are recorded by using allocation blocks of AL0 up to 
AL2 199 thereof. 

45 

3-6 [Management table] 

Management blocks of the block No. 2 and the block No. 3 in the volume management area are used as the man- 
agement table MT. 

so This management table MT indicates use mode (form) of respective management blocks in the volume manage- 
ment area, and is composed, as shown in FIG. 14, of header in which synchronization pattern and address are 
recorded, data area of 2048 bytes, EDC area of four bytes, and ECC area of 276 bytes. 

In the data area of 2048 bytes, respective management block 0 entry to the management block 51 1 entry to which 
4 bytes are respectively allocated are recorded. Thus, use contents of 512 management blocks of the volume manage- 
55 ment area are respectively indicated and are caused to undergo management. 

The data content of respective entries having 4 bytes (0 entry to 51 1 entry) is as shown in FIG. 15. 
Initially, the first management block (management block 0 entry) is used as the volume descriptor as shown in FIG. 
1 5(a), and the 0-th byte to the second byte are reserved. Further, as entry type for indicating that the management block 
0 entry is volume descriptor, e.g., "80h" is recorded at the third byte. 
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Moreover, the second management block (management block 1 entry) is used as the volume space bitmap as 
shown in FIG. 1 5(b). The number of unrecorded allocation blocks is recorded in the area of the 0-th byte to the first byte, 
and the second byte is reserved. In addition, as entry type for indicating that the management block 1 entry is volume 
space bitmap, e.g., "90h" is recorded at the third byte. 
5 In the management block used as the management table, as shown in FIG. 1 5(c), position of the next management 
table is recorded in the area of 0-th byte to the first byte, and the number of unused or not yet used management blocks 
is recorded at the second byte. Further, as entry type for indicating that corresponding management block is manage- 
ment table, e.g., "AOh" is recorded at the third byte. 

In the management block used as extents record block, as shown in FIG. 15(d), position of the next extent record 
w block is recorded in the area from the 0-th byte to the first byte, and the number of unused or not yet used extent record 
blocks is recorded at the second byte. In addition, as entry type for indicating that corresponding management block is 
extent record block, e.g., "BOh" is recorded at the third byte. 

As the directory record block, there exist "single directory record block" completed by directory record unit recorded 
by one management block and used by itself, and "plural directory record blocks" used in the state where there are 
15 recorded plural directory record blocks which are plural management blocks obtained by dividing directory record units 
constituting a single directory. 

In the case where the management block is used as single directory record block, in the corresponding manage- 
ment block, as shown in FIG. 15(e), directory ID is recorded in the area of 0-th to 29-th bits. Moreover, e.g., "OOh" is 
recorded in the last 2 bits (in the area of the 30-th bit to the 31-th bit) as entry type for indicating that corresponding 
20 management block is single directory record block. 

Moreover, in the case of plural directory record blocks, information as shown in FIGS. 1 5(f) to 1 5(h) are respectively 
recorded in respective management blocks. 

Namely, in the case where corresponding management block is "first directory record block (first directory record 
block)" of the plural directory record blocks, as shown in FIG. 15(f), position of the next directory record block is 
25 recorded in the area of the 0-th byte to the first byte, and higher order byte of directory ID is recorded at the second byte. 
In addition, as entry type for indicating that corresponding management block is the first directory record block, "DOh" 
is recorded at the third byte. 

In the case where corresponding management block is the "last directory record block" of the plural directory record 
blocks, as shown in FIG. 15(h), lower order byte of directory ID is recorded in the area of the 0-th byte to the second, 
30 byte. In addition, as entry type for indicating that corresponding management block is the last directory record block, 
"FOh" is recorded at the third byte. 

In the case where corresponding management block is intermediate directory record blocks (directory record block 
except for the first and last directory record blocks) of plural directory record blocks, as shown in FIG. 15(g), position of 
the next directory record block is recorded in the area from the 0-th byte to the first bytes, and the second byte is 
35 reserved. In addition, as entry type for indicating that corresponding management block is the intermediate directory 
record block, "EOh" is recorded at the third byte. 

3-7 [Directory record block] 

40 Management block of the block No. 3 and management blocks succeeding (subsequent) thereto in the volume 
management area are used as "directory record block DRB". In the directory record block DRB, one or plural directory 
record units are recorded. 

As the directory record unit, there are "directory record unit for directory" for constituting directory and "directory 
record unit for file" for designating, in correspondence with certain data file, the position thereof. In the directory record 
45 block, in accordance with file and subdirectory formed within the directory, directory record unit for file and directory 
record unit for directory are recorded in the mixed state. 

The directory record block DRB in which directory record unit for directory constituting directory is composed, as 
shown in FIG. 16, of header in which synchronization pattern and address are recorded, data area of 2048 bytes, EDC 
area of 4 bytes, and ECC area of 276 bytes. 
so Into one directory record unit, directory record length indicating byte length of corresponding directory record unit 
is first recorded. The data length of one directory record unit is caused to be variable length. 

Subsequently to the directory record length, attribute of directory is recorded. In more practical sense, as this 
attribute of directory, information indicating various attributes, such as, for example, whether or not corresponding direc- 
tory record unit is directory record unit for directory, and/or whether directory included in corresponding directory record 
55 unit is invisible directory or system directory, etc. are recorded. Thus, whether or not position of data file is indicated by 
using extents record block which will be described later is indicated. 

Subsequently to the attribute of directory, character set code (CSC) indicating kind of character of short name ID 
and the short name ID are recorded. The short name ID is recorded by ASCII code of 1 1 bytes. Directory name of 1 1 
characters or less can be recorded there into. 
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Subsequently to the short name ID, directory formation date and directory updating date are recorded, and updat- 
ing date of the directory record unit is recorded as status updating date. Further, directory ID No. and directory length 
are recorded. Subsequently thereto, "Index to DRB" and "No. of DRB" are recorded. 

The index to DRB indicates position within the volume management area in the first directory record block DRB in 
5 which the content of the designated subdirectory is recorded. For this reason, as the index to DRB, any one value of 
management numbers 0 to 51 1 is recorded. 

As the No. of DRB, number of directory record blocks for indicating the designated directory is recorded by the 
number of management blocks. 

Subsequently to the number of DRB, "long name ID" is recorded. This long name ID is variable length, and its data 
w length is recorded. It is to be noted that while there are instances long name ID is not recorded, "OOh" is recorded as 
the long name ID in that case. Moreover, in the case where length of long name ID is even bytes, "OOh" is recorded as 
padding for filling excess byte. Byte subsequent to the long name ID is utilized as system extension area. 

Directory record unit corresponding to directory is constituted as stated above, and plural directory record units are 
provided within data area of 2048 bytes. 
is The directory record block DRB in which directory record unit for file corresponding to a certain data file is com- 
posed, as shown in FIG. 17, of header consisting of synchronization pattern and address, data area of 2048 bytes, EDO 
area of 4 bytes, and ECC area of 276 bytes. 

In the data area of 2048 bytes, one or plural directory record units respectively corresponding to data files can be 
recorded. 

20 Into one directory record unit, similarly to the directory record unit in FIG. 16, directory record length is first 
recorded and attribute is subsequently recorded. By this attribute, various attributes, such as, for example, whether or 
not corresponding directory record unit corresponds to directory, whether or not corresponding data file is invisible file 
and/or system file, or whether or not corresponding data file position is designated by extent record unit, etc. are indi- 
cated. 

25 Subsequently to the attribute, similarly to the directory record unit shown in FIG. 16, character set code (CSC), 
short name ID for recording file name, directory formation (preparation) date, directory updating date and status updat- 
ing date are recorded. As the short name ID, data file name is recorded by ASCII code of 1 1 characters or less. 

Subsequently to the short name ID, data file ID No. and data file length, extent start location, No. of blocks, and 
associate data length are recorded. 
30 This extent start location indicates position of file recorded in the file extent area by allocation block No. Moreover, 
No. of blocks indicates the number of allocation blocks used from the start position designated by extent start location. 
Subsequently to the associate data length, "index to ERB" and "No. of ERB" are recorded. 
This index to ERB indicates position within volume management area of extents record block including data for indi- 
cating respective distributed positions of data file recorded in a distributed manner, and management block numbers of 
35 0 to 51 1 are recorded. 

The No. of ERB indicates the number of extents record blocks for indicating the data files recorded in distributed 
manner, i.e., dispersely recorded data file, and is recorded by the number of management blocks. 

Subsequently to the No. of ERB, long name ID which is variable length is recorded by the data length thereof. In 
the case where no long name ID is recorded, "OOh" ID is recorded as the long name ID. In the case where long name 
40 ID is even bytes, "OOh" is recorded as padding in order to fill excess or remainder bytes. 

Additionally, bytes subsequent to the long name ID are utilized as system extension area. 

Directory record unit corresponding to the data file is constituted as stated above, and such plural directory record 
units may be provided within the data area of 2048 bytes. 

In recording data file such as picture file, etc. onto the disc, there are two kinds of cases as described below. The 
45 method of designating position of data file changes in dependency upon respective cases. 

The first case is the case where continuous space areas corresponding to data of picture files to be recorded can 
be ensured on the disc. In this case, picture file is recorded into physically continuous areas as one file. In more prac- 
tical sense, in this case, picture file is recorded so that one picture file is constituted by allocation block where respective 
one picture files are continuous. Ordinarily, position of data file is indicated by allocation block No. recorded in physically 
so continuous areas in this way and recorded as extent start location within corresponding directory record unit for file. 

The second case is the case where continuous space areas corresponding to data of picture files to be recorded 
cannot be ensured on the disc. In this case, one picture file is recorded, in a distributed manner, in the areas distributed 
on the disc. In more practical sense, one picture file is recorded so that it is constituted by plural separate allocation 
blocks. In this case, position within the management area of extents record block which will be described later is desig- 
55 nated by the management block No. recorded as index to ERB included within the directory record unit for file, and posi- 
tions of respective distributed areas are designated on the basis of data included within the extents record block 

It is to be noted that no data of index ERB is recorded in the first case, and no extent start location is recorded in 
the second case. 



16 



EP 0 730 368 A1 



3-8 [Extent record block] 

Management block of the block No. 4 and management blocks succeeding (subsequent) thereto within the volume 
management area are used as extent record block ERB. This extent record block ERB is used in the case where one 
s picture file is recorded into distributed areas designated by separate allocation blocks as in the above-described second 
case. Moreover, data for indicating allocation block positions of the respective distributed areas are recorded in the 
extent record block ERB. 

In the extent record block ERB, 64 extent record units (ER units) at the maximum can be recorded. 

This ER unit consists of ER unit for index of 32 bytes and ER unit for descriptor of 32 bytes. 
10 The ER unit for index is recorded as the leading unit of plural ER units within the extent record block ERB, and thus 
serves to carry out management of use state (situation) of the second ER unit and ER units succeeding thereto. The 
second ER unit and ER units succeeding thereto are used as ER unit for descriptor, and recording positions of respec- 
tive distributed areas are indicated by allocation block number by data included within these units. 

Namely, the extent record block ERB consists, as shown in FIG. 18, of header in which synchronization pattern and 
is address are recorded, data area of 2048 bytes, EDO area of 4 bytes, and ECC area of 276 bytes. 

In the data area of 2048 bytes, 64 extent record units can be recorded. In this example, one extent record unit is 
constituted by the 32 bytes. 

FIG. 18 shows the example where extent record unit of the first 32 bytes of the data area is used as extent record 
unit for index. 

20 In the extent record unit for index, index ID is first recorded. In this case, as the index ID, "FFFF" indicating that cor- 
responding extent record unit is used as extent record unit for index is recorded. 

Subsequently to the index ID, maximum depth is recorded. Tree structure of extent record is formed by the extent 
record unit for index, and the maximum depth indicates subtree hierarchy designated by the extent record unit. For 
example, in the case where the extent record unit including extent descriptor is designated by extent record unit for 
25 index (in the case of the lowest layer (level)), "OOOOh" is recorded as the maximum depth. Subsequently thereto, logical 
offsets and ER indices can be recorded by seven at the maximum. 

The ER index represents which one of 64 ER units recorded within the extent record block corresponds to data indi- 
cating distributed area. Moreover, any one of ER unit numbers of 0 to 63 is recorded in the ER index. Further, in the 
logical offset, data indicating that ER unit indicated by the ER index corresponds to which ER unit of ER units for con- 
30 stituting data file is recorded. 

In the example of FIG. 18, the second ER unit and ER units succeeding (subsequent) thereto are used as ER unit 
for descriptor. 

In the ER unit for descriptor, eight extent start locations at the maximum and the number of allocation blocks are 
recorded. 

35 As the extent start location, allocation block No. indicating recording position of one distributed area is recorded. 
Moreover, as the allocation block No., data indicating the number of allocation blocks constituting corresponding distrib- 
uted area is recorded. For this reason, one distributed area is designated by one extent start location and one allocation 
block number. Accordingly, eight extent start locations and the number of allocation blocks can be recorded in one DR 
unit for descriptor. For this reason, eight distributed areas at the maximum can be designated by one DR unit for 

40 descriptor. 

Moreover, in the case where eight distributed areas or more are designated, it is sufficient that the third ER unit is 
newly used as ER unit for descriptor to link ER unit for descriptor succeeding (subsequent) to the ER unit for descriptor 
recorded in the second ER unit and ER unit for descriptor newly recorded in the third ER unit by using the ER unit for 
index. 

45 Explanation will now be given in connection with the case where positions of picture files recorded in plural distrib- 
uted areas are designated by extent record block ERB in this way. 

Initially, position within the management block area of extent record block ERB is designated by index to ERB 
recorded within DR unit for file in directory record block DRB. Subsequently, data of "FFFF" indicating that correspond- 
ing extent record unit is used as extent record unit for index is recorded at the leading portion of the first ER unit of ERB. 

so For this reason, by reproducing this data, the first ER unit can be judged as ER unit for index. 

Further, in order to retrieve the first ER unit constituting the data file, an approach is employed to retrieve data of 
logical offset expressed as "0000" to retrieve data of ER index corresponding to data of the logical offset of "0000". As 
described above, eight distributed areas are respectively designated by eight extent start locations and the number of 
allocation blocks recorded in the ER unit for descriptor indicated by the data of the ER index. For this reason, positions 

55 of respective picture files distributed on the disc can be detected by data within the management area. Accordingly,, 
there is no necessity of retrieving the disc in reading out picture file. Thus, high speed reproduction (playback) can be 
carried out. 
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4 [Description of file and the hierarchical structure of file] 

As the file used in this still picture (playback) system, there are management file, picture file, and index picture file, 

etc. 

5 Expander (Expanding Operator) of file name of the management file is "PMF". When it is detected that this 
expander is PMF, corresponding file is discriminated as management file. As the management file, there are overall 
information management file (OVFJNF PMF), picture data management file (PICJNF. PMF), print data management 
file (PRTJNF. PMF), and reproduction (playback) control management file (PMSJNF. PMF), etc. 

Moreover, expanders of file names of respective picture files are "PMP". When it is detected that this expander is 

10 "PMP", corresponding file is discriminated as picture file. As the picture file, there are high resolution picture file for 
recording high resolution picture data HD, and intermediate resolution picture file for recording intermediate resolution 
picture data SD. 

As the intermediate resolution picture file, there are "PSNnnnnn. PMP file" having picture data of 640 pixels x 480 
pixels of aspect ratio of 4:3 and "PSWnnnnn. PMP file" having picture data of 848 pixels x 480 pixels of aspect ratio of 
is 16:9. 

As the high resolution picture file, there are "PHPnnnnn. PMP file" having picture data of 1536 pixels x 1024 pixels 
of aspect ratio of 3:2, and "PHWnnnnn. PMP file" having picture data of 1920 pixels x 1080 pixels of aspect ratio of 16:9. 
Moreover, as file for recording ultra (super) high resolution picture data HD as one of high resolution picture files, there 
is "PUPnnnnn. PMP file" having picture data of 3072 pixels x 2048 pixels of aspect ratio of 3:2. 
20 It is to be noted that with respect to the file name of the picture file in which the expander is caused to be "PMP", 
the leading three characters (e.g., PHP, etc.) are determined by kind of picture, and five characters (nnnnn) succeeding 
(subsequent) thereto are determined by picture numbers given in order of formation of picture files. 

This still picture system carries out management of picture data recorded on the optical disc by the hierarchical 
directory structure. This hierarchical directory structure is as shown in FIG. 19, for example, wherein directory D1 
25 (PICJvlD) fa recording picture data is provided so that file management is carried out therewithin. 

There are provided, within the directory Dl, overall information management file f1 (OVJNF. PMF) for carrying out 
management of the entire information, overall index file f2 (OVJDX. PMX) for carrying out management of the entire 
index file, and picture directories D2 to D4 (PIC00000 to PIC00002) of respective albums. 

In this example, as the picture directory, respective picture directories (PIC0O00O) to (PIC00002) of directory num- 
30 bers of "00000" to "00002" are provided. Five characters subsequent to "PIC" of respective picture directories are given 
as directory numbers in order of formation of respective picture directories. Thus, picture directory name is indicated. 

Moreover, there are provided, within the directory (PIC_MD), print directory (PRINT) for carrying out management 
of print control data such as hue (tint) of print, print size, and rotation, etc., Telop directory (TERO. PMO) for carrying 
out management of Telop such as title, etc. of picture subjected to monitor display, key word retrieval directory 
35 (KW_DTBS. PMO) attached to picture numbers of respective pictures or the respective pictures, time stamp directory 
(TS_DTBS. PMO) for carrying out management of recording date, etc. of picture, and reproduction (playback) control 
directory (PMSEQ) for carrying out management of a program reproduction such that only designated picture is repro- 
duced. 

In the picture directory D2 (PICO00OO), picture data management file f3 (PICJNF. PMF) for carrying out manage- 
40 ment of plural picture files designated by directory No. of "00000", and picture index file f4 (PIDX000. PMX) in which 
index pictures of the corresponding picture directory D2 are collected are recorded. Moreover, in the picture directory 
D2, intermediate resolution picture file f5 (PSN00000. PMP) and high resolution picture file f6 (PHPO000O. PMP) 
formed on the basis of picture data designated by "00000" of picture number are recorded. Further, intermediate reso- 
lution picture file f7 (PSN00001 . PMP) and super high resolution picture file f9 (PUP00001 . PMP) formed on the basis 
45 of picture file data designated by "00001" of picture number are recorded. In addition, intermediate resolution picture 
file f 10 (PSN00002. PMP) formed on the basis of picture data designated by "00002" of picture number and intermedi- 
ate resolution picture file f 1 1 (PSN00003. PMP) formed on the basis of picture data designated by "00003" of picture 
number are recorded. 

In the picture directory (PIC00001) designated by "00001" of directory number, the above-described picture data 
so management file (PICJNF. PMF) and two index files (PIDX000. PMX, PIDX001 . PMX) for carrying out management of 
index pictures of the respective pictures are recorded. It is to be noted that index picture corresponding to picture file 
recorded in the picture directory (PIC00001) is caused to undergo management by the two picture index files, and these 
two index files are used formally in the state where they are linked with each other. 

In the print directory (PRINT), print data management file (PRTJNF. PMF) for carrying out management of plural 
55 print data files and print data file (PRT000. PMO to PRT nnn. PMO) caused to undergo management by the print data 
management file are recorded. 

In the reproduction (playback) control directory (PMSEQ), reproduction control management file (PMSJNF. PMF) 
for carrying out management of reproduction control data file recorded in the reproduction control directory (PMSEQ) 
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and plural reproduction control data files (PMS000. PMO to PMS nnn. PMO) for controlling the picture sequence are 
recorded. 

As has been explained with reference to the FIG. 10(c) mentioned above, block numbers of 0 to 511 are attached 
to the management blocks, and volume descriptor VD, volume space bitmap VSB, management table MT, management 
5 table MT, directory record block DRB, directory record block DRB, extents record block ERB, directory record block 
DRB, extents record block ERB • • • are allocated in order from the block No. 0. 

The directory record block DRB for indicating directory Dl (PICJvID) is adapted so that it can be discriminated by 
data of the volume descriptor VD that this block is the fourth block of the management block. 

Namely, in FIG. 20, in the directory record block DRB recorded in the fourth block of the management block, two 
10 DR units for file for indicating recording positions of the overall information management file f 1 and the overall index file 
f2 shown in FIG. 19 mentioned above are provided succeedingly (subsequently) to the header. 

The DR unit for file recorded in the first unit indicates allocation block position of the overall information manage- 
ment file f 1 by the allocation block No. recorded as Extent Start Location. Moreover, the DR unit for file recorded in the 
second unit indicates allocation block position of the overall index file f2 by the allocation block No. recorded as Extent 
15 Start Location. 

It is to be noted that since the overall information management file f1 and the overall index file f2 are recorded in 
allocation blocks continuous on the optical disc 20, they are not recorded in Index to ERB. 

In the third and fourth units which are units succeeding to the two DR unit for file, two DR units for directory for 
respectively indicating picture directory D2 of the directory No. of "00000" and picture directory D3 of the directory No. 
20 of "0000 1 " ar e provided . 

In more practical sense, in this DR unit for directory, relative position within the management block of DRB corre- 
sponding to picture directory D2 is indicated by management block numbers of 0 to 51 1 recorded as "Index to DRB". In 
this example, in data of Index to DRB within the DR unit for directory of the third unit, "005" is recorded as data indicating 
block position within the management block of index to DRB of the picture directory D2. Similarly, in data of Index to 
25 DRB of DR unit for directory of the fourth unit, "007" is recorded as data indicating block position within the management 
block of index to DRB of the picture directory D3. 

As described above, block position of index to DRB of the fifth block of the management block is designated by DR 
unit for directory which is the third unit in index to DRB of the fourth block of the management block. 

The index to DRB of the fifth block is block in which data relating to picture directory D2 is recorded, and eight DR 
30 units for file are provided succeedingly (subsequently) to the header. In seven DR units for file of in the first to seventh 
units, data for indicating recording positions of picture data management file f3, picture index file f4, intermediate reso- 
lution picture data file f5, high resolution picture data file f6, intermediate resolution picture data file f7, super high res- 
olution picture data file f9, and intermediate resolution picture data file f10 are recorded. Similarly to the above- 
described DR unit for file, in respective DR units for file, recording positions of the picture data management file f3, the 
35 picture index file f4, the intermediate resolution picture data file f5, the high resolution picture data file f6 and the inter- 
mediate resolution picture data file f7 are respectively indicated by allocation block numbers recorded as Extent Start 
Location. 

In the DR unit for file provided at the seventh unit, data for indicating recording position of the super high resolution 
picture data file f9 is recorded. This super high resolution picture data file is recorded into continuous areas by data 

40 length, e.g., 18 clusters. In the case where continuous space areas corresponding to 18 clusters do not exist on the opti- 
cal disc 20, this super high resolution picture file is recorded in the state distributed into allocation blocks which are not 
continuous. In the case where one file is recorded in the distributed state in this way, an approach is adopted such that, 
with respect to data of extent start location of DR unit for file, extent record block ERB is provided between directory 
record block DRB and picture file f9 to be designated without directly designating respective distributed areas of the file 

45 thus to designate positions of respective distributed areas of picture file by data of the extent record block ERB. 

As has been explained with reference to the FIG. 18 mentioned above, in the extent record block ERB, four extent 
record units (ER units) are provided succeedingly (subsequently) to the header. In this example, 64 ER units can be 
provided at the maximum. 

The first ER unit is used as ER unit for index and the second and third ER units are used as ER unit for descriptor. 
so In the ER unit for index, index data relating to the second ER unit and ER units succeeding thereto are recorded. More- 
over, in the ER unit for index, data of ER index and logical offset are recorded by the number of ER units used. 

ER index is data indicating which any one of 64 ER units exists, and is indicated by any one of ER unit Nos. of 0 to 

63. 

Moreover, the logical offset is data indicating that ER unit indicated by ER index is data indicating which any of ER 
55 units that constitute one file. 

In the ER unit for descriptor, eight Extent Start positions and eight numbers of Extent blocks can be recorded. 
The extent start position is data for indicating start position of the distributed area, and is represented by allocation 
block No. Moreover, the number of Extent blocks is data for indicating data length of the distributed area, and is repre- 
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sented by the number of allocation blocks. For this reason, it is possible to designate eight distributed areas on the basis 
of data of Extent start position and the number of Extent blocks by one ER unit for descriptor. 

Namely, in the case of this example, as shown in FIG. 21 , data of "FFFF" indicating ER unit for index is recorded at 
the leading portion of the first ER unit. In order to retrieve the first ER unit constituting data of the super high resolution 
picture data file f9, it is sufficient to retrieve the portion where data of the logical offset is expressed as "0000". Since 
"2" is recorded as data of ER index corresponding to "0000" of the logical offset is recorded in the ER unit for index, it 
is possible to detect that the second ER unit is the first ER unit constituting data of the file f9. 

When reference is made to the second ER unit (ER unit for descriptor), it is seen that the start position of the first 
divisional area of the file f9 is "0152" in terms of the allocation No., and data length of the first divisional area is "0002" 
in terms of the number of allocation blocks. Similarly, in the ER unit for descriptor, data relating to the second divisional 
area to the eighth divisional area are recorded in succession. 

Then, "0001 " which is the next data of the logical offset "0000" in the index for index is retrieved as data subsequent 
to the ER unit for descriptor which is the second ER record. Since data of the ER index in which logical offset is 
expressed as "0001 " is recorded as "3", it is indicated that the third ER unit exists as data continuous to the second ER 
unit. 

When reference is made to the third ER unit (ER unit for descriptor), allocation block Nos. indicating start positions 
of the ninth distributed area and the tenth distributed area and the number of allocation blocks indicating data length are 
respectively recorded. 

As stated above, respective allocation block positions of distributed areas distributed into 10 areas are indicated by 
the ER unit for descriptor of extent record block ERB. For this reason, even in the case where one file is recorded in 
distributed manner, it is possible to grasp positions of respective distributed areas within the management block having 
extent record block ERB. For this reason, also in the case where distributed respective areas are continuously repro- 
duced from the optical disc 20 as one file, there is no necessity of individually retrieving, on the disc, respective distrib- 
uted areas on the disc. Thus, high speed reproduction (play back) can be made. 

It is to be noted that such distribution recording of picture file is not limited to the time of recording of the above- 
described super high resolution picture file, but may be carried out also in the case where the unrecorded area on the 
disc is reduced as the result of the fact that recording of picture file is repeated, so continuous space areas of predeter- 
mined number of clusters corresponding to picture files of respective resolutions cannot be ensured. 

5 [Configuration of file] 

The respective files consist of header and data body. Start address of the data body is prescribed (provided) by the 
header. The data body starts from, e.g., address of multiple of 4. With respect to data of 2 bytes or more, preference is 
given to higher order byte. Moreover, the data size is caused to be multiple of 4 except for respective picture data which 
have been caused to fixed length encoding (including dummy data of OOh added when the above-described low reso- 
lution picture data is subjected to raster/block conversion), and character train is terminated with null data (OOh). It is to 
be noted that there may be employed a configuration in which space area is provided between the header and the data 
body. 

5-1 [Configuration of the header] 

The header consists of a plurality of tables. "Format table" indicating what corresponding file is allocated to the 
leading portion, and option tables such as the picture processing information, etc. are allocated in an arbitrary order 
subsequently (succeedingly) thereto. Moreover, respective tables are started from, e.g., address of multiple of 4, and 
the interval between the table and the next table is 256 bytes or less. It is to be noted that there may be employed a 
configuration in which space data exists between the table and the next table. 

In more practical sense, as kind of the table, there exist format table (1 Oh), name table (11 h), comment table (12h), 
disc ID table (1 4h), picture parameter table (20h), recording information table (21 h), color management parameter table 
(22h), and option table (90h), etc. (symbol within the parenthesis represents ID of each table). 

5-2 [Format table] 

The format table consists, as shown in FIG. 22, of table ID (1 byte), next table pointer (1 byte), format version (2 
bytes), file form (1 byte), file form version (1 byte), the number of all tables (1 byte), space area (reserved: 1 byte), data 
start address (4 bytes), data size (4 bytes), and space area (reserved: 4 bytes). They are all recorded in binary (B) data 
form. 

Moreover, as 'tile form" recorded by 1 byte, the above-described overall information management file is recorded 
by "OOh", the picture data management file is recorded by w 01h", the print data management file is recorded by "03h'\ 
the reproduction control management file is recorded by "05h\ the picture data file is recorded by "10h", the overall 
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index file is recorded by "11 h", and the picture index file is recorded by "1 2h" Moreover, the print data file is recorded by 
"30h", Telop data file is recorded by "32h", the key word retrieval data file is recorded by "33rV, the time stamp retrieval 
data file is recorded by "34h", and the reproduction control data file is recorded by "35h". 

s 5-3 [Picture parameter table] 

This picture parameter table is recorded into the headers of respective picture files for recording high resolution pic- 
ture data and intermediate resolution picture file data, and the picture processing information relating to the original pic- 
ture data which provide basis of the high resolution picture data and the intermediate resolution picture data are 
10 recorded as parameter. 

In this still picture system, high resolution picture data and intermediate resolution picture data are formed on the 
basis of original picture data taken in from scanner, etc., and are recorded as high resolution picture file and intermedi- 
ate resolution picture file. However, since the original picture itself is not recorded on the disc by any means, there is no 
possibility that the original picture data is left. However, it is possible to grasp, on the basis of data of the picture param- 

15 eter table recorded in the header of this picture file, how in what state the original picture which provides basis of the 
high resolution picture data is recorded, and how it is processed so that high resolution picture data and intermediate 
resolution picture data are formed. Accordingly, in order to allow information relating to the original picture data to be 
left, data of these picture parameter tables are recorded into the header of the picture file along with the picture data, 
and are not caused to undergo rewrite operation. 

20 In the picture parameter table, as shown in FIG. 23, table ID of 1 byte, next table pointer of 1 byte, picture size (lat- 
eral size) of 2 bytes, picture size (longitudinal size) of 2 bytes, picture component of 1 byte, length and breadth discrim- 
ination of 1 byte, wide ID of 1 byte, compression rate of corresponding picture data of 1 byte, copyright/editorial right of 
1 byte, and input equipment ID information of 1 byte are recorded. In addition, space area (reserved) of 3 bytes and 
information indicating presence or absence of the dummy data of 1 byte, etc. are recorded. 

25 The "Picture size" is information indicating size of the number of pixels of picture. Moreover, the "Picture compo- 
nent" is such that "OOh" is recorded in the case where the ratio between luminance (Y), color difference (Cr) and color 
difference (Cb) is 4:2:0, "01 h" is recorded in the case of "orthogonal" case of 4:2:0, "Oh" is recorded in the case of 4:2:2 
and "20h" is recorded in the case of orthogonal of 4:2:2. It is to be noted that "orthogonal" indicates that Y data and C 
data of the leading portion are in correspondence with each other. 

30 Moreover, the "length and breadth discrimination" is rotation information (in counterclockwise direction) for display- 
ing picture, and is such that "OOh" is recorded in the case of ordinary lateral display, "01 h" is recorded in the case of the 
longitudinal display rotated by 90 degrees with respect to the lateral display, "02h" is recorded in the case of lateral dis- 
play rotated by 180 degrees with respect to the lateral display, and "03h" is recorded in the case of longitudinal display 
rotated by 270 degrees with respect to the lateral display. Additionally, "FFh" is undefined at present. 

35 These respective information are all reproduced so that they can be displayed. For this reason, user displays this 
picture parameter table on monitor unit 9, thereby making it possible to simply recognize parameters of corresponding 
picture. 

5-4 [Overall information management file] 

40 

The overall information management file is management file for synthetically carrying out management of all data 
files recorded in the directory (PIC_MD). 

The overall information management file consists of header and data body as shown in FIG. 24(a). In the header, 
format table (1 0h), name table (11 h), comment table (12h), disc ID table (14h), and option table (90h) are recorded as 
45 described above. 

In the data body, total number of pictures of 2 bytes, next picture directory No. of 2 bytes, total number of picture 
directories of 2 bytes, information indicating presence or absence of reproduction control directory of 1 byte, the number 
of reproduction control files of 1 byte, the number of print data files of 1 byte, and information indicating presence or 
absence of Telop data file of 1 byte are recorded. In addition, information indicating presence or absence of retrieval 

so information file of 1 byte, automatic start file No. of 1 byte, last access picture directory No. of 2 bytes, last access pic- 
ture No. of 2 bytes, pass word of 8 bytes, narration language information of 6 bytes, space area (reserved) of 2 bytes, 
and picture directory information unit of 48 bytes are recorded by N (N is the number of picture directories). It is to be 
noted that these respective information are all recorded in binary data form. 

The Total number of pixels" is information indicating the total number of pixels of picture of ordinary resolution 

55 (intermediate resolution picture data) of aspect ratio of 3:4, "Next picture directory No." is information in which 1 is 
added to the last No. of the picture directory, and "Total number of picture directories" is information indicating the 
number (N) of picture directories. In addition, "presence or absence of the number of files of telop data is such that "OOh" 
is recorded in the case where no telop data exists and "01h n is recorded in the case where telop data exists. 
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As described above, picture directory information unit consisting of 48 bytes is recorded in a manner caused to be 
in correspondence with index picture recorded in the overall index file. In this overall index file, respective one index pic- 
tures that user has selected of index pictures included in respective picture directories are recorded in order of the pic- 
ture directories. Accordingly, since respective one index pictures are taken out from the picture directories, index 
pictures having the same number (N) as that of the picture directories are recorded. 

Moreover, one picture directory information unit corresponds to one index picture recorded in the overall index file, 
and picture directory information unit corresponding to index picture recorded in the m-th overall index file is recorded 
as the m-th unit. Namely, these picture directory information units are recorded in the same order as the recording order 
of the index picture of the overall index file and by the same number as above. 

Respective picture directory information units consist, as shown in FIG. 24(b), of directory No. of 2 bytes, index pic- 
ture No. of 2 bytes, the number of pictures within directory of 2 bytes, index picture individual information of 1 byte, char- 
acter ID code of 1 byte, directory name of 36 bytes, and space area of 4 bytes. While information are all recorded in 
binary data form except for the "directory name", the "directory name" is recorded by ASCII code (A). 

It is to be noted that the "directory name" is recorded by codes except for ASCII code, such as, for example, ISO 
code or JIS code, etc., its data form becomes "C". 

In the directory No., directory No. for indicating picture directory including picture file corresponding to index picture 
is recorded. In the index picture No., picture No. for indicating No. of picture file corresponding to index picture is 
recorded. Accordingly, when the m-th index picture of the overall index file is designated by user, reference is first made 
to the m-th picture directory information unit from the leading picture directory information. Subsequently, what picture 
directory includes designated picture index is retrieved by data of directory No. recorded in the picture directory infor- 
mation unit to which reference has been made. In addition, in the index picture individual information, rotation informa- 
tion, etc. in displaying index picture on the monitor is recorded. In displaying the index picture, display is carried out on 
the basis of such information. 

5-5 [Picture data management file] 

Respective one picture data management files are necessarily provided in the picture directories, and data for car- 
rying out management of respective pictures stored in the directory is recorded. 

The picture data management file consists of header and data body as shown in FIG. 25(a). In the header, format 
table (10h), name table (11h), comment table (12h), disc ID table (14h) and option table (90h) are recorded as 
described above. 

Moreover, in the data body, link ID of 1 byte, space area (reserved) of 3 bytes, next picture No. of 2 bytes, No. of 
pictures of 2 bytes, space area (reserved) of 2 bytes, No. of picture index files of 1 byte, next picture index file No. of 1 
byte, index file information of 4 x 256 bytes, and picture information units of 16 bytes are recorded by N (the number of 
pictures). It is to be noted that these respective information are recorded in binary data form. 

The "No. of pictures" is information indicating total number of pictures (N) in the picture directory. Moreover, "index 
file information" are arranged (allocated) in accordance with display order, and, e.g. ( 256 entries are prepared irrespec- 
tive of the number of actually existing index files. 

Further, the picture information unit of 16 bytes is recorded in a manner caused to be in correspondence with index 
picture recorded in picture index file which will be described later. In the picture index file, index pictures for indicating 
all picture files included in the picture directory are recorded in order of display. For this reason, N number of index pic- 
tures which have the same number as the total number N of pictures in the picture directory are recorded in the picture 
index file. 

Moreover, one picture information unit corresponds to one index picture recorded in the picture index file, and pic- 
ture information unit corresponding to the m-th index picture recorded in this picture index file is recorded as the m-th 
unit. Namely, these picture information units are recorded in the same order as the recording order the index pictures 
of picture index files and by the same number as above. 

In the "picture information unit", as shown in FIG. 25(b), directory No. of 2 bytes, picture No. of 2 bytes, picture kind 
information of 1 byte, picture individual information of 1 byte, No. of links of 1 byte, narration information of 1 byte, key 
word retrieval data No. of 2 bytes, time stamp retrieval data No. of 2 bytes, Telop No. of 2 bytes, and space area 
(reserved) of 2 bytes are recorded. It is to be noted that these information are respectively recorded in the binary data 
form. 

In the directory No., directory No. for indicating picture directory including picture file corresponding to index picture 
is recorded. In the picture No., picture No. for indicating number of picture file corresponding to the index picture is 
recorded. Thus, when the m-th index picture of the picture index file is designated by user, reference is first made to the 
m-th picture information unit from the leading portion. Namely, which picture directory includes the designated picture 
index is retrieved by data of the directory No. recorded in the picture information unit to which reference has been made. 
Then, which picture file of that picture directory is retrieved by picture No. 
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In addition, data indicating picture kind such as "PSN" representing intermediate resolution picture file and "PHP" 
representing high resolution picture file, etc. are recorded in the picture kind information. In designating the high reso- 
lution picture file and the intermediate resolution picture file by the index picture, file name (leading three characters) is 
designated on the basis of the picture kind information. 

5-6 [Print data management file] 

The print data management file consists of header and data body as shown in FIG. 26(a). Format table (10h), name 
table (1 1h), comment table (12h), and option table (90h) are recorded in the header 

Next print data file No. of 1 byte, total No. of print data files of 1 byte, space area (reserved) of 2 bytes, and print 
data file management information unit of 4 x N (number of pictures) bytes are recorded in the data body. 

As the "next print data file No.", value obtained by adding 1 to No. of the last print data file is recorded. As the "total 
No. of print data files", total number of the print data files is recorded. As the "print data file management information 
unit", the number of print data files is recorded. 

In the "print data file management information unit", as shown in FIG. 26(b), print data file No. of 1 byte, print exe- 
cution ID of 1 byte, and space area (reserved) of 2 bytes are recorded. 

The print data file No. is information indicating number of print data file. As shown in FIG. 1 9, numbers correspond- 
ing to three characters "000" subsequent to PRT of print data file PRT0O0. PMO are recorded. In addition, as the "print 
execution ID", "01 h" is recorded in the case where no print is carried out by print data file designated by corresponding 
print data file number, and "00h" is recorded in the case where print is carried out by print data file designated by cor- 
responding print data file. 

5-7 [Picture data file] 

The picture data file consists of header and data body as shown in FIG. 27. Format table, picture parameter table, 
divisional management table, name table, comment table, copyright information table, recording date table, color man- 
agement information table, appearance information table, camera information table, scanner information table, labora- 
tory information table, and option table are recorded in the header. It is to be noted that the "format table" and the 
"picture parameter table" are essential (inevitable) recording matter in the case of constituting the system, and other 
tables are optional matter. 

Data recorded in these respective tables are picture processing information, etc. indicating condition in processing 
original picture data to form high resolution picture data or intermediate resolution picture data. Thus, there is no pos- 
sibility that data recorded in these tables are rewritten at the time of ordinary recording/reproduction. 

Additionally, the data body is adapted so that high resolution picture data or intermediate resolution picture data 
which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding is recorded thereinto. 

5-8 [Overall index file] 

Respective one index pictures that user has selected of plural index pictures included in respective directories are 
recorded into the overall index file in the order displayed on the monitor. Accordingly, the same number of index pictures 
as that of respective picture directories are recorded in the overall index file. 

The overall index file is set of index picture data (low resolution picture data), and no header is provided in the file 
itself. The number of index pictures is recorded as the "total number of directories" by the above-described overall infor- 
mation management file. In addition, respective indices are arranged (allocated) in the same order as the order of the 
management files. 

In more practical sense, the overall index file consists of only data body of index picture data 0 to N each having 
4096 bytes as shown in FIG. 28(a). The respective index picture data consist of header and data body as shown in FIG. 
28(b). Format table is recorded in the header. It is to be noted that space area is provided succeedingly (subsequently) 
to the format table so that arbitrary information of user can be recorded. Index picture data (low resolution picture data) 
which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding is recorded into the data body. It is to be noted that space 
area is provided in the data body succeedingly (subsequently) to the index picture data. 

5-9 [Picture index file] 

In the picture index file, index picture for indicating all picture files included in the picture directory is recorded in 
order of display order. Accordingly, N index pictures having the same number as the total number of pictures in the pic- 
ture directory are recorded in the picture index file. 

Moreover, the picture index file is set of index picture data (low resolution picture data). This picture index file is of 
a structure as shown in FIG. 29(a) in which it includes no header of the file itself, and instead includes headers every 
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respective index picture data. The number of index pictures is recorded as the total number of directories by the overall 
information management file. In addition, respective indices are arranged (allocated) in the same order as the order of 
the management files. 

In more practical sense, as shown in FIG. 29(b), the respective index picture data consist of header including for- 
mat table and space area, and data body including low resolution picture data which has been caused to undergo fixed 
length encoding and space area. The total capacity of the header and the low resolution picture data is e g 4096 
bytes. In addition, the header is fixed capacity of 256 bytes including space area as well. 

5-10 [Print data file] 

The print data file consists of header and data body as shown in FIG. 30. Format table, name table, comment table 
and option table are recorded in the header. Moreover, total number of prints of 2 bytes, space area (reserved) of 2 
bytes, and print information unit of 40 bytes are recorded by N (number of pictures) in the data body. 

In the "total number of prints", information indicating total number of pictures subjected to print is recorded In the 
"print information unit", data indicating picture data subjected to print and print control data for controlling the printer 2 
in printing out the picture by the printer 2, etc. are recorded. 

It is to be noted that these information are respectively recorded in binary data form 

In the "print information unit", as shown in FIG. 31 , as data indicating picture data, respective data indicating picture 
directory number of 2 bytes, picture number of 2 bytes, and picture kind of 1 byte are recorded. 

Moreover, in the "print information unit", as print control data, data indicating the number of prints of 1 byte reserve 
of 1 byte, extraction ID of 1 byte, extraction start position of 2 bytes (picture lateral direction = X direction) extraction 
start position of 2 bytes (picture longitudinal direction = Y direction), extraction size of 2 bytes (longitudinal 'direction = 
X direction), and extraction size of 2 bytes (lateral direction = Y direction) are recorded. Further, respective data of rota- 
tion ID of 1 byte, mirror ID of 1 byte, print size ID of 1 byte, regular shape designation of 1 byte, non-regular (shape) size 
designation of 2 bytes (lateral direction = X direction), non-regular (shape) size designation of 2 bytes (longitudinal 
direction = Y direction), multi (multiple) ID of 1 byte, multj (multiple) mode of 1 byte, caption ID of 1 byte caption kind of 
1 byte, and color processing ID of 1 byte are recorded. In addition, respective data indicating red (R) gain of 1 byte 
green (G) gam of 1 byte, blue (B) gain of 1 byte, contrast of 1 byte, brightness of 1 byte, sharpness of 1 byte, saturation 
of 1 byte, and hue of 1 byte (rotational angle of color coordinates) are recorded. 

The print control data of the "number of prints" is data indicating the number of prints of the same picture Moreover 
the print control data of the "extraction ID" is data indicating whether or not desired portion extracted from high resolu- 
tion picture data recorded on the disc is subjected to print. In the case where high resolution picture data recorded on 
the disc is subjected to print as it is, "OOh" is recorded as the extraction ID. In the case where desired portion is extracted 
and is subjected to print, "01h" is recorded as the extraction ID. 

The print control data indicating the "extraction start position" is data for designating respective extraction start 
positions in the lateral direction (X direction) and the longitudinal direction (Y direction) of picture in the case where 
desired portion is extracted from high resolution picture data recorded on the disc to print it, and these data are respec- 
tively recorded in pixel units. 

The "mirror ID" is data for designating whether corresponding high resolution picture data is subjected to print in 
the normal state, or is subjected to print in inverted (reversed) state. In the case where print in the normal state is des- 
ignated, "OOh" is recorded as the mirror ID. In the case where print in the inverted state is designated. "01 h" is recorded 
as the mirror ID. The "print size ID" is data for designating whether print is carried out at the regular shape size which 
will be described later, or print is carried out at the non-regular shape size arbitrarily designated. In the case where print 
of the regular shape size is designated. "OOh" is recorded as the print size ID. In the case where print at the non-regular 
shape size is designated, "01 h" is recorded. 

The "regular shape designation" is data for selecting desired print size from existing print sizes. In the case where 
the so-called E type print size is selected, "OOh" is recorded. In the case where the L type print size is selected "01 h" 
is recorded. In the case where the K type print size is selected, "02h" is recorded. In the cabinet (LL size) is selected 
"03h" is recorded. In the case where one-sixth size is selected, "04h" is recorded. In the case where quarter (one- 
fourth) size is selected, "05h" is recorded. Moreover, in the case where A6 size is selected, "10h" is recorded In the 
case where A5 size is selected. "1 1h" is recorded. In the case where A4 size is selected, "12h" is recorded In the case 
where A3 size is selected, "13h" is recorded. 

It is to be noted that in the case where print at the non-regular shape size is designated by the "print size ID" "FFh" 
is recorded as the print control data of the "regular shape designation". 

The print control data of the "non-regular (shape) size designation" is data for allowing user to arbitrarily designate 
print size except for the above-described regular (shape) size, and these data can be set in mm units in the longitudinal 
direction (X direction) and the lateral direction (Y direction). In the case where user selects regular shape by the "print 
size ID" to select desired print size from the respective sizes, "FFFFh" is recorded as print control data of the "non-rea- 
ular (shape) size designation". 
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The print control data of the "multi ID" is data indicating whether or not there is a print designation of the so-called 
multi-screen to divide a picture on screen into plural portions to respectively display the same pictures. In the case 
where print of the multi-screen is not carried out, "OOh" is recorded on the basis of the judgment that "multi processing 
is not carried out". In the case where print of the multi-screen is carried out, "01 h" is recorded on the basis of the judg- 

s ment that "multi processing is carried out". 

The print control data of the "multi mode" is data for designating the number of divisions of one picture on screen 
in the case where print of the multi screen is carried out. In the case where one picture on screen is divided into two 
portions (halved), "OOh" is recorded. In the case where one picture is divided into four portions (quartered), "01 h" is 
recorded. In the case where one picture on screen is divided into six portions, "02h" is recorded. In the case where one 

10 picture on screen is divided into eight portions, "03h" is recorded. In the case where one picture on screen is divided 
into sixteen portions, "04h" is recorded. 

The print control data of the "caption ID" is data for designating whether or not, e.g., characters such as caption 
(title) or recording date, etc. attached to corresponding picture are also subjected to print together at the lower (or 
upper) portion of the picture subjected to print. The characters such as title and recording date, etc. are recorded by the 

is ASCII code of 244 bytes as described above, and can be recorded by 244 (characters) (122 (characters) if Kanji is 
used). Further, in the case where print of picture is carried out along with the caption and recording date, etc., "01h" is 
recorded as the caption ID. In the case where print of picture is not carried out along with the caption and recording 
date, etc., "OOh" is recorded. 

The print control data of the "caption kind" is data for designating whether or not respective data constituting the 
20 header of picture data file which has been described with reference to FIG. 27 are subjected to print. This caption kind 
is such that in the case where designation is made so that name data included in "name table" is printed out along with 
picture data, "1 1h" is recorded thereinto as table ID of the name table; in the case where designation is made so that 
comment data included in the "comment table" is printed out along with picture data, "12h" is recorded there into as 
table ID of the comment table, and in the case where designation is made so that recording date data included in the 
25 "recording date table" is printed out along with picture data, "1 4h" is recorded thereinto as table ID of the recording date 
table. 

The print control data of the "color processing ID" is data indicating whether or not user implements color process- 
ing to emphasize red, etc. to a portion that user desires with respect to corresponding picture. In the case where no 
color processing is implemented, "OOh" is recorded. In the case where the color processing is implemented, "01 h" is 
30 recorded. 

The print control data of the "respective gains of R, G, B" are data indicating gains of respective color data. TTie 
respective color data are adapted so that gains of magnification of 0 to 5 can be respectively adjusted at 1/256 (8 bits) 
intervals. As the print control data of the respective gains, data indicating gains thus adjusted are recorded. 

The print control data of the "contrast" is data indicating contrast of picture subjected to print, and can be adjusted 
35 at 1/256 intervals similarly to the above-mentioned gain. Further, value indicating contrast thus adjusted is recorded as 
the print control data. 

The print control data of the "brightness" and "hue" are data indicating brightness of picture subjected to print, and 
are recorded by percentage in the + direction and in the - direction with 128 indicated by 8 bits being as ±0. 

The print control data of the "sharpness" is data indicating edge emphasis rate (degree) of picture adjusted 
40 between magnification of 0 to 5, and value adjusted at 1/256 (8 bits) interval is recorded. 

In addition, the print control data of the "saturation" is such that value adjusted at 1/256 (8 bits) intervals between 
magnification of 0 to 5 is recorded. 

6 [Recording operation] 

45 

The recording operation of the still picture system will now be described with reference to the flowcharts of FIGS. 
32 and 33 in a manner based on the premise of the hierarchical directory structure and the respective file configura- 
tions. 

Initially, in the flowchart shown in FIG. 32, when user allows power supply key 31 shown in FIG. 8 to be turned ON, 
so storage unit 5 is brought into stand-by state. Thus, the processing operation by this flowchart starts to proceed to step 
S1. 

At the step S1 , user inserts an optical disc 20 into a disc insertion hole 30 shown in FIG. 8. The processing opera- 
tion then proceeds to step S2. Thus, the optical disc 20 inserted through the disc insertion hole 30 is loaded into the 
storage unit 5, resulting in the state where picture data can be recorded. 
55 At the step S2, system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read P-TOC and U- 
TOC on the optical disc 20 shown in FIG. 9(a) through the storage unit controller 5d shown in FIG. 6. Then, the section 
5c transfers respective data of the P-TOC and the U-TOC thus read out to system controller 6 shown in FIG. 1. The 
system controller 6 detects respective data of the P-TOC and the U-TOC thus transferred to thereby confirm whether 
or not data U-TOC exists, and confirms recording position of the U-TOC. 
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In more practical sense, it is impossible to carry out. by the U-TOC, management of the area where data file is 
formed. For this reason, the system controller 6 judges, in the case where the data file exists, that U-TOC exists at the 
leading portion of the data file. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S3. 

At the step S3, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read the data 
U_TOC on the optical disc 20 shown in FIG. 9(a) through the storage unit controller 5d. Then, the section 5c transfers 
data of the data U-TOC to RAM 6a of the system controller 6. The system controller 6 temporarily stores the data of the 
transferred data U-TOC into the RAM 6a to read out ft therefrom to thereby grasp positions of respective directories and 
respective files. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S4. It is to be noted that retrieval of memory position 
of file will be described in detail at the chapter of [Description of operation at the time of retrieval] which will be described 
later. 

At the step S4, the system controller 6 discriminates, on the basis of the data of the data U-TOC stored in the RAM 
6a, whether or not directory (PICJvlD) and overall information management file exist to thereby discriminate whether 
or not the optical disc 20 is formatted for recording of picture data. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S5. In the case of No, the processing operation proceeds to step S1 1 . 

At the step S1 1 , since the optical disc 20 is not formatted for picture data, the system controller 6 formats the optical 
disc 20 for recording of picture data. Then, the entire routine shown in FIGS. 32 and 33 is once completed. The system 
is brought into standby state until recording is designated for a second time. 

On the other hand, at the step S5, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as 
to read out all management files through the storage section controller 5d, and temporarily stores, into the RAM 6a, all 
the management files which have been read out. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S6. 

At the step S6, the system controller 6 carries out display control of monitor unit 9 so as to display picture to select 
the recording mode of picture to be recorded from now. In more practical sense, select picture of the HD recording 
mode for recording picture of high resolution of 1024 pixels x 1536 pixels and select picture of the UD recording mode 
for recording picture of super high resolution of 2048 pixels x 3072 pixels are displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

It is to be noted that while the picture of intermediate resolution is recorded at fixed data length of 2 clusters as 
described above, there may be employed an approach in which recording mode for recording the picture of intermediate 
resolution by fixed data length of 1 cluster is provided so that any one of the fixed length encoding at the data length of 
2 clusters and fixed length encoding at the data length of 1 cluster can be selected by the user's intention. Thus, when 
the recording mode of fixed data length of 2 clusters is selected, intermediate resolution picture data of higher resolution 
can be recorded. On the other hand, when the recording mode of the fixed data length of 1 cluster is selected, recording 
in which the number of pictures is increased can be made although resolution is somewhat poor. 

At the step S7, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminates 
whether any one of the HD recording mode and the UD recording mode is selected. In the case of No., the step S7 is 
repeated until the above-mentioned selection is made. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step 
S8. 

At the step S8, the system controller 6 calculates, on the basis of the total number of recorded pictures (total 
number of pictures of intermediate resolution picture data) in the overall management file stored in the RAM 6a. and the 
number of pictures and picture kind information of picture information in the picture data management file, the number 
of recordable pictures in the HD recording mode or the UD recording mode designated by user. 

In more practical sense, recording of about 200 pictures can be carried out by combination of only intermediate res- 
olution picture data of 2 clusters and high resolution picture data of 8 clusters, and recording of about 100 pictures can 
be carried out by combination of only intermediate resolution picture data of 2 clusters and super high resolution picture 
data of 18 clusters. For this reason, when the recorded capacity is subtracted from recordable capacity of the entirety 
of the optical disc 20, the number of recordable pictures in the case where the HD recording mode is selected and the 
number of recordable pictures in the case where the UD recording mode is recorded are respectively calculated. 

Subsequently, at step S9, the system controller 6 reads out picture directory information unit in the overall manage- 
ment file from the RAM 6a to allow the monitor unit 9 to undergo display control so as to display data of directory name, 
directory No. and the number of pictures within the directory, etc. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step Sio! 

At the step S10, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of picture directory for recording corresponding data is made from user. In the case of No., 
the processing operation proceeds to step S12. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S14 
shown in FIG. 33. 

At the step S1 2, since designation of picture directory is not made from user, the system controller 6 detects oper- 
ation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate whether or not formation of new picture directory except for 
the existing picture directories is designated. In the case of No, the step S10 and the step S12 are repeated until for- 
mation of the new directory is designated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S13. 

At the step S13, since formation of the new directory is designated, the system controller 6 judges the number of 
the existing picture directories by the overall information management file to attach directory No. of the new picture 
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directory, and to form picture data management file and picture index file in the directory. Thus, the processing opera- 
tion proceeds to the step S14 sown in FIG. 33. 

At the step S14 shown in FIG. 33, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c 
through the storage unit controller 5d so as to read out all the picture data recorded in the index file of the designated 
picture directory, and to conduct a control to transfer the picture data of the index file to the main memory 1 1 a shown in 
FIG. 4. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S15. It is to be noted that the picture data recorded after under- 
gone fixed length encoding along with the header is read out as it is without allowing it to undergo expansion decoding 
processing to transfer it to the main memory 1 1a. In addition, when no picture data is recorded in the index file, there is 
no possibility that picture data is read out into the main memory. 

At the step S15, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of recording start is made from user. In the case of No, the step S15 is repeated until des- 
ignation of the recording start is made. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S16. 

At the step S16, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not picture to be recorded from now on is index 
picture. In the case of No, the processing operation proceeds to step S1 7. In the case of Yes, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S26. 

At the step S26, the system controller 6 delivers data indicating that picture to be recorded from now on is index 
picture to the thinning and contraction/expansion controller 4i shown in FIG. 5. The thinning and contraction/expansion 
circuit 4i is operative so that when the data is delivered thereto, it sets fixed length encoding coefficients for index picture 
at the contraction/expansion circuit 4h. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S27. 

At the step S27, the system controller 6 controls the compression/expansion circuit 4h so as to implement com- 
pression encoding processing to the picture data which has been caused to undergo thinning processing into 1/4 on 
the basis of the set fixed length encoding coefficients through the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i to 
thereby form index picture which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding so that the fixed data length has 
1/15 clusters. The processing operation proceeds to step S28. 

At the step S28, the system controller 6 controls the memory controller 13 so as to record index picture of 4096 
bytes in total in which header is added to index file stored in the main memory 1 1a shown in FIG. 4. Thus, the process- 
ing operation proceeds to step S29. 

At the step S29, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not all index pictures are recorded into the main 
memory 11a. In the case of No, the processing operation returns to the step S16. In the case of Yes, the processing 
operation proceeds to step S30. 

At the step S30, the system controller 6 retrieves the portion where entry of 2 bits (code indicating available alloca- 
tion block) of the allocation block No. of volume space bitmap VSB in the data U-TOC stored in the RAM 6a is "00" to 
thereby detect space area. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S31 . 

At the step S31 , the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as provide access to 
the space area detected on the optical disc 20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S32. 

At the step S32, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to record index file 
having the index picture into the space area on the optical disc 20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the 
processing operation proceeds to the step S23. 

Namely, in the still picture system, in the case where the index picture is caused to undergo fixed length encoding 
to record it onto the optical disc 20, an approach is employed to temporarily record, before a predetermined number of 
index picture which have been caused to undergo fixed length encoding are recorded onto the optical disc 20, such pic- 
ture in order into the main memory 1 1a to thereby form single index file from the predetermined number of index pic- 
tures in the main memory 1 1a thereafter to record it into physically continuous areas on the optical disc 20. 

On the other hand, one index picture is caused to undergo f ixed length encoding so that data length is 1/15 clusters 
as described above. For this reason, in order to record the picture data of data length of 1/15 clusters onto the optical 
disc 20, it is necessary to add dummy data corresponding to 1 4/1 5 clusters with respect to the picture data of 1 /1 5 clus- 
ters so that data length of one duster is provided. Accordingly, if picture data are recorded onto the disc every time the 
picture data of 1/15 clusters are formed, the recording area for the dummy data is greater than the recording area for 
picture data for index, thus failing to effectively utilize the recording area on the disc. 

For this reason, in this still picture system, such an approach is employed to temporarily record a predetermined 
number of picture data for index into the main memory 1 1 a as index file to record the index file which has been recorded 
in the main memory 11a onto the disc after taking-in operations of all index picture data are completed. 

Namely, in the case where, e.g., index file having 25 index pictures is recorded, 15 index pictures (15 x 1/15 clus- 
ters) are recorded in the area of 1 cluster and the remaining 10 index pictures (10 x 1/15 clusters) and dummy data of 
5/15 clusters are recorded in the area of the next 1 cluster. Thus, data quantity of dummy data recorded onto the disc 
can be lessened. As a result, the recording area on the disc can be effectively used. Moreover, in the still picture sys- 
tem, since such an approach is employed to temporarily record plural index pictures which have been caused to 
undergo fixed length encoding into the main memory 1 1a to thereby form one index file by a predetermined number of 
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index pictures in the main memory 1 1a to record this index file into the physically continuous areas on the disc, index 
files recorded onto the disc can be necessarily continuous files. For this reason, in the case of reading out the index 
files from the optical disc 20, those files can be read out at a high speed because they are continuously recorded on the 
disc. 

It is to be noted that in the case where new index picture is supplemented to the index file, as described above, prior 
to recording, data of the index file is read out into the main memory 1 1a. In recording, new index picture is recorded in 
the area immediately after the index picture recorded last after dummy data added after the index picture recorded last 
is deleted (erased) (There is no necessity of deletion in the case where there is no dummy data). 

On the other hand, when discrimination result is No at the step S16, the processing operation proceeds to step 
S1 7. At the step S17, the system controller 6 detects space area on the optical disc 20 for recording picture of interme- 
diate resolution or picture of high resolution. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S18. 

In more practical sense, the system controller 6 retrieves the portion where entry of 2 bits (code indicating available 
allocation block) of the allocation block No. of the volume space bitmap VSB in the data U-TOC stored in the RAM 6a 
is "00" to thereby to carry out detection of the space area. 

At the step S18, the system controller 6 delects optimum space area of space areas retrieved at the step S17 to 
control the disc recording/reproducing section 5c through the storage unit controller 5d so that access thereto is pro- 
vided. 

In this case, it is the most desirable that the optimum recording position (area) is an area after the recorded file (file 
recorded last) recorded in order under the same directory and an area where areas of pictures (corresponding to sev- 
eral clusters) to be recorded are physically continuous. 

However, in the case where large capacity data such as high resolution picture data (8 clusters) or super high res- 
olution picture data (18 clusters) are recorded, and in the case where unrecorded area of the optical disc 20 is small, 
there are instances where it is impossible to ensure areas physically continuous in the area after the file recorded last 
of the same directory. In such a case, extent record block ERB is formed within the management block to link, by this 
ERB, distributed plural areas which are not continuous to record one file. 

At step S1 9, the system controller 6 sets fixed length encoding coefficients corresponding to the high resolution pic- 
ture data or the super high resolution picture data at the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i. Thus, the 
processing operation proceeds to step S20. 

At the step S20, the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i controls the compression/expansion circuit 
4h so as to form high resolution picture data of 8 clusters or super high resolution picture data of 18 clusters on the basis 
of the set fixed length encoding coefficients. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S21 . 

At the step S21 , the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to record the pic- 
ture data which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding into the detected optimum area on the optical disc 
20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S22. 

At the step S22, the system controller 6 carries out recording control of the picture data, and determines, in suc- 
cession, data of picture data management file of the designated directory and file names corresponding to resolutions 
of respective picture data. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S23. 

In more practical sense, e.g., recording in the HD recording mode of first to sixth pictures which have been read 
from the negative film into the picture directory "PIC00001 " is as follows. 

Namely, since the number of pictures recorded in the HD recording mode can be judged to be zero from data of the 
picture data management file in the RAM 6a before recording, high resolution (HD) of the first picture is caused to be 
PHP00000. PMP, and the intermediate resolution (SD) thereof is caused to be PSN00000. PMP. Accordingly when the 
six pictures have been all recorded, films of PHP00O0O. PMP to PHP00005. PMP as high resolution and PSN00000. 
PMP to PSN00005. PMP as intermediate resolution are formed. 

It is to be noted that in the case where index pictures of these six pictures are recorded, these six index pictures 
are recorded in order into the PIDX000. PMX which has been read into the main memory 1 1a. For this reason, new 
index file is not formed. It is to be noted that in the case where the number of index pictures recorded in one index file 
is above the number of index pictures set in advance (e.g., 25 in this description), second index file such as PIDX001 . 
PMX, etc. is newly formed. 

At step S23, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not picture data of three kinds of resolutions of low 
resolution picture data (index picture), intermediate resolution picture data and high resolution picture data (or super 
high resolution picture data) have been all recorded. In the case of No, the processing operation returns to the step S16 
to record picture data of resolutions which have not yet recorded. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S24. 

At the step S24, the system controller 6 detects whether or not eject key 32 of the operation unit 10 is turned ON. 
In the case of No, the step S24 is repeated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S25. 

At the step S25, the system controller 6 updates data of the data U-TOC, the overall information management file 
and the picture data management file recorded on the disc by respective data of data U-TOC, overall information man- 
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agement file and picture data management file recorded in the RAM 6a to complete the entire routine according to the 
recording operation shown in FIGS. 32 and 33. 

In more practical sense, in the data U-TOC, respective data such as Volume Descriptor (VD), Volume Space Bit- 
map (VSB), Management Table (MT), Directory Record Block (DRB) and Extents Record Block (ERB), etc. are mainly 
rewritten. 

Namely, in the VD, data relating to allocation block (recordable allocation block, etc.), No. of directories (in the case 
where formation of new directory is designated), No. of files, data relating to directory record block DRB (in the case 
where directory or file is newly formed), and data relating to extent record block ERB (in the case where newly formed 
file is recorded at physically discontinuous position and is linked by extent record block ERB), etc. are rewritten. More- 
over, in the volume space bitmap VSB, codes of 2 bits indicating attribute of respective allocation blocks, etc. are rewrit- 
ten. 

Further, in the management table MT, when directory record block DRB and extent record block ERB are newly 
formed, management table MT is entried. It is to be noted that in the case where one directory record unit in the existing 
directory record block DRB is supplemented, management table MT is not updated. 

Further, in the directory record block DRB, in the case where directory is newly formed, directory record unit for 
directory is supplemented by one. Similarly, in the case where file is formed, directory record unit for file is supple- 
mented by one per each file. 

In addition, in the extent record block ERB, in the case where files are designated by the directory record block DRB 
and those files are not physically continuous, that ERB is formed. It is to be noted that the ERB is not formed at the time 
of format 

In the overall management information file, data such as total number of pictures, next picture directory number, 
total number of picture directories, and picture directory information unit, etc. are mainly rewritten. With respect to the 
picture directory information unit, when picture directory is newly formed, one unit is formed. 

Moreover, with respect to the picture data management file, when picture directory is newly formed, picture data 
management file is newly formed in the newly formed picture directory. Further, data such as No. of pictures, No. of pic- 
ture index files, next picture index file number, index file information, and picture information unit, etc. are mainly 
updated. With respect to the index file information, when index file is newly formed, that information is updated. More- 
over, with respect to the number of indices, when No. of indices in the index file is supplemented, that No. of indices is 
updated. Further, since picture information units are provided in correspondence with respective index pictures, the 
number of picture information units is increased by the increased number of pictures. In the ordinary recording, data in 
the picture information unit is not updated. However, when switching of order of index pictures is carried out, switching 
of picture No. is carried out so that the data subjected to switching is updated. 

7. [Description of another recording operation] 

Another recording operation for picture data of respective resolutions will now be described with reference to the 
flowchart of FIG. 34. When the routine of the step S1 to the step S13 of the flowchart which has been described with 
reference to FIG. 32 is completed, the processing operation by the flowchart of FIG. 34 starts to proceed to step S41 . 

At the step S41 , the system controller 6 reads out all picture data which have been recorded in the index file of the 
designated directory. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S42. 

At step S42, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby detect whether or 
not recording start from user is designated. In the case of No, this step S42 is repeated until recording start is desig- 
nated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S43. 

It is to be noted that steps S41 and S42 shown in FIG. 34 are steps respectively corresponding to steps S14 and 
S1 5 which have been described with reference to FIG. 33. 

At the step S43, the system controller 6 discriminates whether picture data to be recorded is high resolution picture 
data (HD or UD), intermediate resolution picture data (SD) or low resolution picture data (index picture data). When cur- 
rent recording operation is discriminated as recording of low resolution picture data, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S54. When the current recording operation is discriminated as recording of intermediate resolution picture data, 
the processing operation proceeds to step S44. When the current recording operation is discriminated as recording of 
high resolution picture data, the processing operation proceeds to step S53. 

Steps 54 to 60 to which the processing operation proceeds after the current recording operation is discriminated as 
recording of low resolution picture data at the step S43 respectively correspond to the steps S26 to S32 shown in FIG. 
33. 

Namely, at the step S54, the system controller 6 delivers data indicating that picture to be recorded from now on is 
index picture to the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i shown in FIG. 5. The thinning and compres- 
sion/expansion controller 4i is operative so that when the data is delivered thereto, it sets fixed length encoding coeffi- 
cients for index picture at the compression/expansion circuit 4h. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S55. 
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At the step S55, the system controller 6 controls the compression/expansion circuit 4h on the basis of the set fixed 
length encoding coefficients so as to implement compression encoding processing to the picture data which has been 
caused to undergo thinning processing into 1/4 through the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i to thereby 
form index picture which has been subjected to fixed length encoding so as to have fixed data length of 1/15 clusters. 
5 Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S56. 

At the step S56, the system controller 6 controls memory controller 13 so as to record index picture of 4096 bytes 
in total in which header is added to the file stored in the main memory 1 1 a shown in FIG. 4. Thus, the processing oper- 
ation proceeds to step S57. 

At the step S57, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not all of index pictures have been recorded into 
10 the main memory 1 1a. In the case of No, the processing operation returns to the step S43. In the case of Yes, the 
processing operation proceeds to step S58. 

At the step S58 ( the system controller 6 retrieves the portion where entry of 2 bits (code indicating available alloca- 
tion block) of allocation block No. of volume space bitmap VSB in data U-TOC stored in the RAM 6a is "00" to thereby 
detect space area. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S59. 
15 At the step S59, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to provide access 
to the detected space area on the optical disc 20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S60. 

At the step S60, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to record the index 
picture into the space area on the optical disc 20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing operation 
20 proceeds to step S50. 

At the step S58, space area for low resolution picture data is detected. At the step S44, space area for intermediate 
resolution picture data is detected. At the step S53, space area for high resolution picture data (or for ultra high resolu- 
tion picture data) is detected. This space area detection is carried out by retrieving the portion where entry of 2 bits 
(code indicating available allocation block) of allocation block No. of volume space bitmap VSB in the data U-TOC 

25 stored in the RAM 6a as described above is "00". In this instance, designations of addresses to be retrieved are carried 
out in correspondence with recording of picture data of respective resolutions. 

Namely, the case of recording of low resolution picture data (step S58) will be described below. In the ordinary use, 
as far as 200 index pictures at the maximum can be recorded in the HD recording mode. In both the case where HD 
recording mode is selected and the case the UD recording mode is selected, since the index picture has fixed data 

30 length of 1/1 5 clusters, the area necessary as the area for index picture consists of 200 x 1 /1 5 clusters = 1 3.33 clusters. 
However, when the number of picture directories is increased, there may also exist picture directories where only one 
or two index pictures are recorded within one picture director. Since the maximum number of picture directories is set 
to 20, capacity necessary for recording as index picture is required to the maximum degree in such a case. As a result, 
at least 32 clusters are required. For this reason, the system controller 6 carries out, in detecting space area at the time 

35 of recording index picture, retrieval of code of allocation blocks designated by addresses corresponding to 1 to 32 clus- 
ters from the disc inner circumference to detect space area. It is to be noted that detection of other space areas is not 
carried out in this case. 

The case of recording of the intermediate resolution picture data (step S44) will be described below. In the HD 
recording mode, 200 pictures can be recorded at the maximum. Since the picture of intermediate resolution (SD) is 

40 recorded by fixed data length of 2 clusters, 2 clusters x 200 = 400 clusters are required as the picture area of the inter- 
mediate resolution. For this reason, the system controller 6 carries out, in detecting space area at the time of recording 
picture of intermediate resolution, retrieval of code of allocation blocks of areas of 400 clusters succeeding to the area 
(1 to 32 clusters) of index picture from the disc inner circumference, i.e., areas designated by addresses corresponding 
to 33 to 432 clusters to detect space area. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S45. 

45 Similarly, in the UD recording mode, as far as 100 pictures at the maximum can be recorded. Since picture of inter- 
mediate resolution (SD) is recorded by fixed data length of 2 clusters, 2 clusters x 100 = 200 clusters are required as 
the picture area of the intermediate resolution. For this reason, the system controller 6 carries out, in detecting space 
area at the time of recording picture of the intermediate resolution, retrieval of code of allocation block of area of 200 
clusters succeeding to the area (1 to 32 clusters) of the index picture from the disc inner circumference, i.e., area des- 

so ignated by addresses corresponding to 33 to 232 clusters to detect space area. Thus, the processing operation pro- 
ceeds to step S45. 

The case of recording of high resolution picture data and ultra high resolution picture data (step S53) will now be 
described. Initially, in the HD recording mode, 200 pictures at the maximum can be recorded, and high resolution picture 
data is caused to have fixed data length of 8 clusters. For this reason, 8 clusters x 200 (pictures) = 1600 clusters are 
55 required in the picture area for the high resolution picture data. From facts as above, the system controller 6 carries out, 
at the step S53, retrieval of code of allocation block of area of 1600 clusters succeeding to the area of index picture (1 
to 32 clusters) and the area of picture of intermediate resolution (33 to 432 clusters) from the disc inner circumference, 
i.e., area designated by address corresponding to 433 to 2032 clusters to detect space area. Thus, the processing 
operation proceeds to step S45. 
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Similarly, in the UD recording mode, 100 pictures at the maximum can be recorded, and the ultra high resolution 
picture data is caused to have fixed data length of 1 8 clusters. Accordingly, space area of 1 8 clusters x 1 00 = 1 800 clus- 
ters is required as the picture area for the ultra high resolution. For this reason, the system controller 6 carries out, in 
detection of space area at the time of recording picture of the ultra high resolution, retrieval of code of allocation block 
of area of 1800 clusters succeeding to the index picture area (1 to 32 clusters) and the intermediate resolution picture 
area (33 to 232 clusters) from the disc inner circumference, i.e., area designated by addresses corresponding to 233 to 
2032 clusters to detect space area. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S45. 

When such retrieval of space area is completed, the system controller 6 controls, at the step S45, the disc record- 
ing/reproducing section 5c through the storage unit controller 5d so as to provide access to an optimum area of the 
retrieved space areas. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S46. As an optimum recording position in this 
case, there may be employed a method of respectively carrying out space area retrievals irrespective of the directory 
to record, in order, respective data at the positions where space area first exists. Accordingly, recorded data are 
recorded in order from the leading portions of respective areas. 

At the step S46, the system controller 6 sets fixed length encoding coefficient corresponding to high resolution pic- 
ture data or ultra high resolution picture data at the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i. Thus, the 
processing operation proceeds to step S47. 

At the step S47, the system controller 6 controls the compression/expansion circuit 4h so as to form high resolution 
picture data of 8 clusters or ultra high resolution picture data of 18 clusters on the basis of the set fixed length encoding 
coefficients through the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to 
step S48. 

At the step S48, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to record the pic- 
ture data which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding into the detected optimum area on the optical disc 
20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S49. 

At the step S49, the system controller 6 carries out recording control of the picture data, and successively deter- 
mines file names corresponding to data of picture data management file of the designated directory and resolutions of 
respective picture data. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S50. 

At the step S50, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not picture data of three kinds of resolutions of 
low resolution picture data (index picture), intermediate resolution picture data and high resolution picture data (or ultra 
high resolution picture data) have been all recorded. In the case of No, the processing operation returns to step S43 to 
record picture data of resolution which has not been yet recorded. In the case of Yes, the processing operation pro- 
ceeds to step S51. 

At the step S51 , the system controller 6 detects whether or not the eject key 32 of the operation unit 10 is turned 
ON. In the case of No, this step S51 is repeated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S52. 

At the step S52, the system controller 6 updates related data of the data U-TOC, the overall management informa- 
tion file and the picture data management file recorded on the disc into respective data of the data U-TOC, the overall 
management information file and the picture data management file recorded in the RAM 6a. Thus, the entire routine 
according to another recording operation shown in FIG. 34 is completed. 

It is to be noted that these steps S45 to S52 respectively correspond to the above-described steps S18 to S25 
shown in FIG. 33. 

In such another recording operation, retrieval areas of low resolution, intermediate resolution and high resolution 
(or ultra high resolution) are respectively designated by addressing of allocation block in the VSB stored in the RAM 6a. 
Namely, by only reading out data the VSB of the RAM 6a, the recording area on the disc is divided by addressing. For 
this reason, detection of space area can be made at a high speed. 

For example, it is conceivable to physically determine recording positions of respective areas on the disc to carry 
out recording. However, since area quantities used in the HD recording mode and the UD recording mode (area of inter- 
mediate resolution and area of high resolution) are different from each other in this case, it is necessary to ensure the 
area in advance on the assumption that the area quantity is required to the maximum degree. Namely, it is necessary 
to ensure respective areas of 400 clusters at the time of HD recording mode in the intermediate resolution area and 
1 800 clusters at the time of UD mode in the high resolution area. For this reason, it is impossible to effectively utilize the 
recording area. 

In addition, while it has been described that addresses for retrieval of space area are designated as addresses for 
index, intermediate resolution and high resolution from the disc inner circumferential side, addresses for retrieval of 
space area may be designated as addresses for index, intermediate resolution and high resolution from the disc outer 
circumferential side in a manner opposite to the above. Such addressing method may be suitably changed in accord- 
ance with design. 

As stated above, an approach is employed to form intermediate resolution picture data and low resolution picture 
data on the basis of high resolution picture data which has been read out from the frame memory 1 1 to record picture 
data of different resolutions of the same picture onto the optical disc 20, thereby making it possible to select and repro- 
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duce, at the time of reproduction, picture data of resolution corresponding to output equipment of picture data or use 
purpose thereof. 

Namely, when only the high resolution picture data is recorded as picture data recorded onto the optical disc 20, in 
the case where picture is displayed on the monitor unit, the number of pixels is too great with the high resolution picture 
5 data. For this reason, suitable thinning processing is implemented thereto to deliver such data to the monitor unit. How- 
ever, the three kinds of picture data are recorded, thereby making it possible to directly intermediate resolution picture 
data for monitor. For this reason, the time until picture image corresponding to picture data is displayed can be reduced. 

Moreover, since picture data of the required resolution can be directly read out, there is no necessity of carrying out 
thinning processing, etc. in dependency upon equipment. Thus, the circuit for thinning processing can be omitted. 
10 Further, since the two kinds of picture data are formed on the basis of high resolution picture data from the frame 
memory 1 1 , the time required for taking thereinto picture data can be reduced as compared to the case where three 
kinds of picture data are separately (independently) delivered. In addition, since it is sufficient to carry out, only once, 
read-out control of the frame memory 1 1 , constraint time of the frame memory 1 1 can be reduced. 

Further, since the picture data of respective resolutions are recorded after respectively undergone fixed length 
is encoding, the recording/read-out times can be fixed, and respective numbers of pictures (to be recorded) can be fixed. 
In addition, since data size to be handled is fixed, the configuration of the file management system can be simplified. 

When the picture data of respective resolutions are recorded into suitable space area, picture data of respective 
resolutions are recorded at random on the optical disc 20. The specification of the storage unit 5 is such that, e.g., the 
minimum recording unit is 1 cluster (64 bytes), the data recording rate (speed) is 150 K bytes/sec., the recording time 
20 per each cluster is 64 K/150 K % 0.43 sec, and the maximum seek time is 0.5 sec. The maximum seek time is longer 
than the recording time per each cluster. For this reason, when picture data of respective resolutions are recorded onto 
the optical disc 20 at random, it is necessary to carry out, plural times, desired picture data to carry out recording/repro- 
duction. As a result, it takes much time in recording/reproduction. 

Moreover, when picture data of respective resolutions are recorded at random, in the case where work for erasing 
25 or editing picture data, etc. is carried out, space areas of data sizes corresponding to respective resolutions take place 
on the disc. For this reason, retrieval of space area becomes difficult. 

For this reason, e.g., the recording area of the optical disc 20 is trisected from the inner circumferential side to the 
outer circumferential side so that the area corresponding to 32 clusters is caused to be recording area for low resolution 
picture data, the area corresponding to 200 clusters is caused to be recording area for intermediate resolution picture 
30 data, and the area corresponding to 1800 clusters is caused to be recording area for high resolution picture data to 
respectively record the picture data of respective resolutions into the respective recording areas. Accordingly, at the 
time of recording/reproduction, it is sufficient to carry out seek to the recording area of corresponding resolution to carry 
out recording/reproduction. Thus, the recording/reproduction time can be shortened. 

Moreover, even if space areas of data sizes corresponding to respective resolutions take place on the disc as the 
35 result of the fact that working for erasing/editing picture data is carried out, picture data of the same data size is 
recorded into corresponding space area. For this reason, retrieval of space area can be facilitated. This can contribute 
to reduction of the recording time. 

Even when recording of picture data is carried out in the state divided into recording areas of respective resolutions 
in this way, even if such picture data are recorded in order of reproduction within the recording area, in the case where 
40 there is necessity of continuously reading out pictures, such as, for example, at the time of automatic playback to con- 
tinuously automatically read out recorded pictures one by one, or at the time of browsing to allow the automatic play- 
back to be carried out at a higher speed, much time is similarly required for seek. 

For this reason, an approach is employed to continuously record, in recording picture data of respective resolutions, 
those picture data in order of reproduction into respective divided recording areas of the optical disc 20, thereby making 
45 it possible the continuously read out picture data without seek at the time of automatic playback or at the time of brows- 
ing. Accordingly, the automatic playback and/or browsing can be facilitated, and those operations can be conducted at 
a higher speed. 

8 [Operation for forming overall index-file] 

50 

The operation in which the system controller 6 records, onto the optical disc 20, high resolution picture data and 
intermediate resolution picture data, and records index picture data into overall index file (OV INDX. PMX). 

This overall index file is caused to undergo management by overall information management file, and is file in which 
what index pictures are recorded in respective directories are edited as a single file. 
55 For example, in this example, in the case where five directories including 25 index pictures are formed, respective 
one index pictures of the leading portions of respective directories are taken out to record respective pictures in order 
to form overall index file consisting of five index pictures. In addition, in the case where the number of picture directories 
is set to smaller value, leading five pictures of index pictures may be respectively taken out from respective directories 
to form overall index file. 
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This overall index file is formed at the time of format for picture data. For this reason, such overall index file is 
already formed in recording picture. 

The operation for forming the overall index file is as indicated by the flowchart of FIG. 35. The processing operation 
by the flowchart shown in FIG. 35 starts when discrimination result of Yes is provided at step S10 of FIG. 32. Thus, the 
s processing operation proceeds to step S61 . It is to be noted that the routine before the step S10 is entirely the same, 
their description is omitted. 

At step S61, the system controller 6 reads out (processing routine by) the overall index flowchart into the main 
memory 1 1a. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S62. 

At the step S62, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c through the storage unit 
10 controller 5d so as to read out all picture data recorded in the index file of the designated directory, and carries out a 
control for transferring picture data of the picture index file into the main memory 11a shown in FIG. 4. Thus, the 
processing operation proceeds to step S63. 

It is to be noted that picture data recorded after undergone fixed length encoding along with header is read out as 
it is from the index file and the overall index file without allowing it to undergo expansion decoding processing to transfer 
15 it into the main memory 1 1a. In addition, when no picture data is recorded within the picture index file and the overall 
index file, there is no possibility that picture data is read out into the main memory. 

At the step S63, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation section 10 to thereby whether or 
not designation of recording start is made from user. In the case of No, this step S63 is repeated until designation of the 
recording start is made. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S64. 
20 At the step S64, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not picture to be recorded from now on is index 
picture. In the case of No, the processing operation proceeds to step S65. In the case of Yes, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S72. 

At the step S72, the system controller delivers data indicating that picture to be recorded from now on is index pic- 
ture to the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i shown in FIG. 5. When the data is delivered, the compres- 
25 sion/expansion controller 4i sets fixed length encoding coefficients for index picture at the compression/expansion 
circuit 4h. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S73. 

At the step S73, the system controller 6 controls the compression/expansion circuit 4h so as to implement com- 
pression encoding processing to the picture data which has been caused to undergo thinning processing into 1/4 on 
the basis of the set fixed length encoding coefficients through the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i to 
30 thereby form index picture which have been caused to undergo fixed length encoding so as to have fixed data length of 
1/15 clusters. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S74. 

At the step S74, the system controller 6 discriminates on the basis of data of the overall information management 
file stored in the RAM 6a, whether or not the index picture which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding at 
the step S74 is the index picture first recorded in the designated picture directory. In the case of No, the processing 
35 operation proceeds to step S81 . In the case of the index picture, the processing operation proceeds to step S75. 

At the step 81, the system controller 6 records the index picture which has been caused to undergo fixed length 
encoding into the picture index file. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S76. 

At the step S75, the system controller 6 records the first index picture into the overall index file and the picture 
index. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step 76. 
40 At the step S76, the system controller 6 controls the memory controller 13 so as to record index picture of 4096 
bytes in total in which headers are added into respective index files stored in the main memory 1 1a shown in FIG. 4. 
Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S77. 

At the step S77, the system controller 6 discriminates as to whether or not all index pictures are recorded into the 
main memory 1 1a. In the case of No, the processing operation returns to the step S64. In the case of Yes, the process- 
45 ing operation proceeds to step S78. 

At the step S78, the system controller 6 retrieves the portion in which entry of 2 bits (code indicating available allo- 
cation block) of allocation block No. of Volume Space Bitmap VSB in the data U-TOC stored in the RAM 6a is "00" to 
thereby detect space area. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S79. 

At the step S79, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to provide access 
so to the detected space area on the optical disc 20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S80. 

At the step S80, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to recorded the 
index picture into the space area on the optical disc 20 through the storage unit controller 5d. Thus, the processing 
operation proceeds to step S71 . 
55 As described above, in the case where the index picture is caused to undergo fixed length encoding to record them 
onto the optical disc 20, before the index pictures which have been caused to undergo fixed length encoding are 
recorded onto the optical disc 20, they are temporarily recorded in order into the main memory 1 1a to thereby form one 
index file from all the index pictures in the main memory 1 1a thereafter to record it into physically continuous areas on 
the optical disc 20. 
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On the other hand, when the discrimination result is No at the step S64, the processing operation proceeds to step 
S65. At the step S65, the system controller 6 detects space area on the optical disc for recording picture of intermediate 
resolution or picture of high resolution. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S66. 

In more practical sense, the system controller 6 retrieves the portion in which entry of 2 bits (code indicating avail- 
able allocation block) of allocation block No. of Volume Space Bitmap VSB in the data U-TOC stored in the RAM 6a is 
"00" to thereby carry out detection of the space area. 

At the step S66, the system controller 6 detects optimum space area of space areas retrieved at the step S65 as 
described above to control the disc recording/reproducing section 5c through the storage unit controller 5d so as to pro- 
vide access thereto. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S67. 

At the step S67, the system controller 6 sets fixed length encoding coefficients corresponding to high resolution pic- 
ture data or ultra high resolution picture data at the thinning and compression/expansion controller 4i. Thus, the 
processing operation proceeds to step 68. 

At the step S68, the thinning and contraction/expansion controller 4i controls the compression/expansion circuit 4h 
so as to form high resolution picture data of 8 clusters or ultra high resolution picture data of 18 clusters on the basis of 
the set fixed length encoding coefficients. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S69. 

At the step S69, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to record the pic- 
ture data which has been caused to undergo fixed length encoding into the detected optimum area on the optical disc 
20. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S70. 

At the step S70, as described above, the system controller 6 carries out recording control of the picture data, and 
successively determines data of picture data management file of the designated directory and file names correspond- 
ing to resolutions of respective picture data. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S71 . 

At the step S71 , the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not picture data of three kinds of low resolution 
picture data (index picture), intermediate resolution picture data and high resolution picture data (or ultra high resolution 
picture data) have been all recorded. In the case of No, the processing operation returns to step S64 to record picture 
data of resolution which has not yet been recorded. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S91 
shown in FIG. 36. 

When recording of picture to be record is completed in this way, it is possible to carry out switching of data of overall 
index picture by user. Since setting is made such that first index pictures of respective directories are recorded in 
advance, e.g., in the overall index file formed simultaneously with formation of files of respective pictures of high reso- 
lution, intermediate resolution and index, only the first index pictures of respective directories are recorded. However, 
in the case where user has a desire, it is possible to carry out switching between the first index picture and any other 
index picture registered in the overall management file. 

The switching operation of the desired index picture is as indicated by the routine of the step S91 and steps subse- 
quent thereto of FIG. 36. 

Namely, at the step S91 of FIG. 36, the system controller 6 carries out display control of the overall index picture. 
Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S92. 

At the step S92, the system controller 6 detects operation state (situation) of the operation unit 10 to thereby dis- 
criminate whether or not designation of index picture that user desires is made. In the case of No, this step S92 is 
repeated. In the case of the index picture, the processing operation proceeds to step S93. 

Namely, at this step S92, desired index picture is designated from the overall index file. This indicates that picture 
directory corresponding to the designated index picture is designated. It is to be noted, in the following description, the 
designated picture directory is picture directory recorded at the n-th position. 

At the step S93. the system controller 6 carries out a control to reproduce picture index file of the n-th picture direc- 
tory designated at the step S92 to display it on the monitor unit. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S94. 

At the step S94, the system controller 6 detects operation state (situation) of the operation unit 10 to thereby dis- 
criminate whether or not the desired index picture is designated from a predetermined number of index pictures of the 
picture index file displayed on the monitor unit. In the case of No, this step S94 is repeated. In the case of Yes, the 
processing operation proceeds to step S95. 

Namely, at this step S94, desired index picture is designated from the n-th picture index file. Namely, this indicates 
that index picture recorded in place of the first index picture is designated. It is to be noted, in the following description, 
this designated index picture is assumed to be index picture recorded at the m-th position of the picture index file. 

At the step S95, the system controller 6 controls the memory controller 13 so as to overwrite the m-th index picture 
data recorded in the picture index file of the n-th picture directory in the main memory at the position where the n-th 
index picture data recorded in the overall index file is recorded. At the same time, in the RAM 6a, index picture number 
"00001 " recorded in the picture directory information unit corresponding to the n-th picture directory, i.e., the n-th picture 
directory information unit by picture number "0000m" corresponding to the newly switched (replaced) index picture. 
Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S96. 

At the step S96, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to record overall 
information management file onto the optical disc 20. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S97. 
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At the step S97, the system controller 6 detects whether or not the eject key 32 of the operation unit 10 is turned 
ON. In the case of No, this step S97 is repeated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S98. 

At the step S98, the system controller 6 updates related data of the data U-TOC, the overall management informa- 
tion file and the picture data management file recorded on the disc into respective data of the data U-TOC, the overall 
s management information file and the picture data management file recorded in the RAM 6a. Thus, the entire routine is 
completed. 

It is to be noted that while the above-described overall index file is adapted so that while first one index pictures of 
respective directories are recorded at the data recording time, an approach may be employed such that in the case 
where the number of directories is reduced, first five index pictures of respective directories are registered. For exam- 
w pie, an example in which four directories are formed to resister five index pictures thereof will now be described. As 
described below, it is sufficient to form 20 units or less so that picture directory information unit correspond to 5 (pic- 
tures) x 4 directories = 20 (pictures) of the number of index pictures within the overall index file. 
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Directory No. 


Index Picture No. 




First picture directory information 


00 


00 




second picture directory information 


00 


01 


20 


Third picture directory information 


00 


02 


Fourth picture directory information 


00 


03 




Fifth picture directory information 


00 


04 




Sixth picture directory information 


01 


00 


25 


Seventh picture directory information 


01 


01 




Eighth picture directory information 


01 


02 




Ninth picture directory information 


01 


03 


30 


Tenth picture directory information 


01 


04 




Eleventh picture directory information 


02 


00 




Twelfth picture directory information 


02 


01 




Thirteenth picture directory information 


02 


02 


35 


Fourteenth picture directory information 


02 


03 




Fifteenth picture directory information 


02 


04 


40 









45 

9. [Recording of album name, etc.] 

Album is defined so that one picture directory formed at the lower level (layer) of directory is caused to be one 
album. In this still picture system, when recording operations of picture data of respective resolutions are completed as 
so stated above, album names every respective albums, picture names every pictures of respective albums, key word for 
retrieving desired picture, and disc name can be inputted. 

In this case, user allows write key 53 provided on the operation unit 10 to be turned ON. When the write key 53 is 
turned ON, the system controller 6 detects such ON operation, resulting in the write mode for carrying out input of char- 
acter information. 

55 Then, user operates cross key 54. The system controller 6 allows the display section 26 to undergo display control 
so as to display, in order, e.g., characters of album name, picture name, key word and disc name every time the cross 
key 54 is operated once. User looks at characters displayed on the display section 26 to determine what information is 
inputted from now on to allow EXEC key 55 provided on the operation unit 10 to be turned ON. Thus, the system con- 
troller 6 recognizes information to be inputted from now on. 
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Then, user operates the ten key provided on the operation unit 10. Thus, the system controller 6 allows the display 
section 26 to undergo display control so as to display characters corresponding to the operation of the ten key. Then, 
user allows the EXEC key to be turned ON for a second time when album name, etc. displayed on the display section 
26 is in correspondence with desired album name, etc. 

When the EXEC key 55 is turned ON for a second time, the system controller 6 detects such ON operation to com- 
plete the write mode, and to control the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to record inputted character infor- 
mation such as album name, etc. onto the optical disc 20 as the so-called ASCII code. 

in more practical sense, in the case where recording of a desired picture name is carried out, user allows the write 
key to be turned ON to cause the system controller 6 to be in write mode, and to allow the cross key 54 to be turned 
ON to select "Picture Name" which is information to be inputted from now on. Then, user operates the ten key 50 to 
input picture name of that picture. Thus, the system controller 6 forms ASCII codes corresponding to the inputted char- 
acters to deliver them to the disc recording/reproducing section 5c. Thus, the disc recording/reproducing section 5c 
records the ASCII codes corresponding to the picture name onto the optical disc 20. 

In this example, the number of characters which can be inputted as the picture name is set to, e.g., 16 (characters), 
and the number of characters which can be inputted as the album name is set to 32 (characters), wherein they can be 
inputted with alphabet, katakana and/or kanji, etc. Namely, input of 432 characters (16 characters x 25 pictures + 32 
characters for album name) can be inputted with respect to one picture on screen. 

10. [Description of reproducing (playback) operation] 

The reproducing (playback) operation of the still picture system in the case where picture data and recorded on the 
optical disc 20 in this way are reproduced (played back) to display them on the monitor unit 9 will now be described. 

In this case, user initially operates album key 33 provided on the operation unit 1 0. The system controller 6 detects, 
every time the album key 33 is turned ON once, this ON operation to control the recording/reproducing section 5c and 
the display section 26 so as to reproduce album name of that album to display it. Four albums are recorded onto the 
optical disc 20. Every time the album key 33 is turned ON, four album names are displayed in order on the display sec- 
tion 26. 

Then, user selects desired album from the four albums thereafter to allow first index key 38a to be turned ON. The 
system controller 6 detects, when the first index key 38a is turned ON. such ON operation to control the disc record- 
ing/reproducing section 5c so as to reproduce picture data of low resolution for index of the selected album and ASCII 
code (album name, picture name. etc.). 

One album consists of, e.g.. 50 picture data. While such 50 pictures may be displayed on display screen at a time, 
display area of one picture necessarily becomes narrow, resulting in the possibility that selection of desired picture by 
user may become difficult. For this reason, the system controller 6 allows the disc recording/reproducing section 5c to 
undergo read-out control so as to read out picture data for lower resolution corresponding to 25 pictures by single des- 
ignation. Thus, the disc recording/reproducing section 5c initially reads out, from the inner circumferential side of the 
optical disc 20. picture data for low resolution corresponding to 25 pictures, ASCII codes of album names, and ASCII 
codes of respective pictures to deliver the picture data to the compression/expansion circuit 4h shown in FIG. 5 through 
EFM circuit 21 , and to deliver the ASCII codes directly to the buffer circuit 4b. 

The compression/expansion circuit 4h implements expansion processing for low resolution to the picture data to 
deliver it to the buffer circuit 4b through raster/block converting circuit 4g and selector 4f. The buffer circuit 4b temporar- 
ily stores thereinto the picture data and the ASCII codes. 

When the low resolution picture data and the ASCII codes are stored into the buffer circuit 4b in this way, the thin- 
ning and contraction/expansion controller 4i allows the buffer circuit 4b to undergo read-out control so that the ASCII 
codes stored in the buffer circuit 4b are transferred at a high speed along with the picture data. Thus, the ASCII codes 
are transferred at high speed to the video memory 1 1b shown in FIG. 4 without intervention of the system controller 6 
through the interface 4a along with the picture data. 

The memory area of the video memory 1 1b has longitudinal and lateral sizes of 2048 pixels x 2048 pixels as a 
whole. The memory area of 1024 pixels x 1536 pixels (length x breadth) thereof is the memory area for picture data 
(picture data area), and the memory area of 16 pixels x 32 pixels (corresponding to 512 bytes) of the remainder area 
except for the area for picture data is command area which is the memory area for ASCII code. 

When picture data and ASCI I codes are transferred at a high speed from the buffer circuit 4b, the memory controller 
13 conducts a control to write the picture data into the picture data area of the video memory 11b, and to conduct a 
control to write the ASCII codes into the command area. 

When picture data and the ASCII codes are written into respective memory areas of the video memory 1 1b in this 
way, the memory controller 13 reads out the ASCII code written in the command area to interpret the ASCII codes. 
Then, the memory controller 13 allows the video memory 1 1b to undergo write control so as to write thereinto charac- 
ters of the interpreted ASCII code as picture data. 
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In more practical sense, in the case where ASCII code which has been read out from the command area is "41 H", 
this ASCII code indicates character of "A" of alphabet. For this reason, the memory controller 13 forms, e.g., picture 
data of character of "A" of 24 pixels x 24 pixels to allow the video memory 11b to undergo write-in control so that the 
character of "A" is displayed below that picture. 

s When such write operation of picture data and picture data indicating character of the ASCII code (these two pic- 
ture data will be simply collectively referred to as picture data hereinafter) into the video memory 1 1b is completed, the 
memory controller 1 3 carries out read-out control of the picture data written in the video memory 1 1 b. This picture data 
is converted into an analog picture signal through D/A converter, and is delivered to the monitor unit 9. 

Thus, as shown in FIG. 41 , 25 pictures for index and picture names of respective pictures are displayed along with 

w the album name of the selected album on the display screen of the monitor unit 9. 

Moreover, in the case where user desires to display the remaining 25 pictures of the selected album, he operates 
the operation unit 10 to designate display of the remaining 25 pictures. Thus, the system controller 6 controls the disc 
recording/reproducing section 5c so as to reproduce picture data for lower resolution of the remaining 25 pictures and 
ASCII codes of the respective picture data. Thus, the picture data for lower resolution of the remaining 25 pictures and 

is the ASCII codes are transferred at high speed as described above, and the remaining 25 pictures are displayed on the 
monitor unit 9. 

When 25 pictures are displayed as pictures for index on the monitor unit 9, user operates the operation unit 10 so 
as to select desired picture from these pictures. 

The system controller 6 detects, when the operation unit 1 0 is operated so that desired picture is designated, such 
20 designation of the desired picture to control the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read out, from the optical 
disc 20, picture data of intermediate resolution corresponding to the selected picture. Thus, the disc recording/repro- 
ducing section 5c reads out picture data having intermediate resolution for display record on the optical disc 20. The 
picture data of intermediate resolution is delivered to the video memory 1 1b as described above. 

The memory controller 13 temporarily stores, when the picture data of intermediate resolution is delivered to the 
25 video memory 1 1 b, this picture data of intermediate resolution to read out such picture data to deliver it to the monitor 
unit 9 through the D/A converter. Thus, the picture image selected by user is on the display screen of the monitor unit 
9 in a full screen size. 

In this case, the still picture (playback) system can select desired picture without displaying picture for index to dis- 
play it on the monitor unit 9. 

30 Namely, in the case where album in which desired picture is recorded and picture No. are known, user operates the 
ten key 50 provided on the operation unit 10 to designate that album, and to designate that picture No. 

Since 50 pictures can be recorded in one album as described above, user inputs a desired picture No. by the ten 
key 50 to thereby select the desired picture. Then, the user selects the desired picture No. thereafter to allow reproduc- 
tion (playback) key 41 to be turned ON. 

35 When the system controller 6 detects that the reproduction key 41 is turned ON, it controls the disc recording/repro- 
ducing section 5c so as to read out intermediate resolution picture data of picture No. of the designated album. Thus, 
picture data of intermediate resolution of the designated picture No. is read out from the optical disc 20, and picture 
image corresponding to the intermediate resolution picture data is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

Moreover, such selection of desired picture can be carried out also by using retrieval key 52 provided on the oper- 

40 ation unit 1 0. Namely, when the retrieval key 52 is turned ON. the system controller 6 is brought into the retrieval mode. 
When the system controller 6 is placed in the retrieval mode, it allows the display section 26 to undergo display control 
so as to display, in order, characters of picture name, key word, recording date and recording time every time the cross 
key 54 is operated once. When user selects information to be inputted from the picture name, the key word, the record- 
ing date and recording time, he inputs picture name, key word, recording date or recording time of a picture to be 

45 retrieved by using the ten key 50 to allow the EXEC key 55 to be turned ON. 

Thus, the system controller 6 detects that the EXEC key 55 has been turned ON to start retrieval. Then, the system 
controller 6 retrieves picture corresponding to the picture name and key word, etc. to allow the display section 26 to 
undergo display control so as to display album No., album name, picture name and picture No., etc. of the picture thus 
retrieved. It is to be noted that in the case where there are plural corresponding pictures, the display section 26 is 

so caused to undergo display control so as to display, plural times, album Nos. and album names, etc. 

Then, user selects desired picture from the picture names, etc. displayed on the display section 26 by using the 
cross key 54 to allow the reproduction key 41 to be turned ON. 

The system controller 6 detects, when the reproduction key 41 is turned ON, such ON operation to control the disc 
recording/reproducing section 5c so as to reproduce picture data of the selected picture. 

55 Thus, the designated picture data is read out from the optical disc 20, and is delivered to the monitor unit 9, on 
which it is displayed. 

In such cases that user cannot recognize what album is formed within the disc to have an intention to carry out 
reproduction of desired picture therefrom, he allows second index key 38b of the operation unit 10 to be turned ON. 
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In recording low resolution picture data onto the optical disc 20, lower resolution picture data recorded at the begin- 
ning of respective albums are recorded in advance on the optical disc as respective one index files. 

The system controller 6 detects, when the second index key 38b is turned ON, such ON operation to control the 
disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to reproduce the index file. Thus, index file including lower resolution pic- 
s ture data of the picture recorded at the beginning of each album is reproduced from the optical disc 20, and is delivered 
to the monitor unit 9 through the video memory 1 1b as described above. 

Thus, only the leading pictures of respective albums can be displayed on the monitor unit 9. Accordingly, user can 
retrieve album in which the desired picture is recorded. 

The method of simultaneously displaying several pictures including the leading picture becomes more easy to 
w select desired album rather than the method of displaying only the leading pictures of respective albums as stated 
above. For this reason, third index key 38c is provided at the operation unit 10. 

Similarly, in recording low resolution picture data onto the optical disc 20, low resolution picture data recorded at 
the beginning of respective albums and low resolution picture data from the leading picture up to the fifth picture are 
recorded in advance on the optical disc as one index file. 
75 When the third index key 38c is turned ON, the system controller 6 detects this ON operation to control the disc 
recording/reproducing section 5c so as to reproduce such index picture data. 

Thus, low resolution picture data of pictures recorded at the beginning of the respective albums and low resolution 
picture data from the leading picture up to the fifth picture are reproduced, and are delivered to the monitor unit 9 
through the video memory 1 1b as described above. Accordingly, pictures from the leading picture up to the fifth picture 
20 of respective albums can be displayed on the monitor unit 9. Thus, user can easily retrieve album in which desired pic- 
ture is recorded. 

There are instances where the method of displaying pictures of respective albums every predetermined number of 
picture allows the contents of respective albums to be more easily understood rather than the method of successively 
displaying pictures of respective albums. In order to cope with such case, fourth index key 38d is provided at the oper- 
as ation unit 10. 

Similarly, at the time of recording low resolution picture data onto the optical disc 20, low resolution picture data 
recorded at the beginning of respective albums, low resolution picture data recorded succeedingly by ten pictures from 
the leading picture, and low resolution picture data recorded succeedingly by twenty pictures from the leading picture 
are recorded in advance on the optical disc as one index file. 
30 Namely, when the fourth index key 38d is turned ON, the system controller 6 detects this ON operation to control 
the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to reproduce the index file. 

Thus, picture data of lower resolution of respective albums reproduced every 10 pictures from the optical disc 20 
are reproduced, and are delivered to the monitor unit 9 through the video memory 1 1b as described above. Thus, pic- 
tures reproduced every 10 pictures of respective albums can be displayed on the monitor unit 9. Accordingly, user can 
35 more easily retrieve album in which desired picture is recorded. 

There are instances where when there is employed the method of displaying plural pictures of respective albums 
within a picture on screen, respective pictures are difficult to see, and are difficult to be retrieved. In order to cope with 
such case, first album search key 56 is provided at the operation unit 10. 

Namely, when the first album search key 56 is turned ON, the system controller 6 detects this ON operation to con- 
40 trol the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to continuously reproduce intermediate resolution picture data of 
the pictures recorded at the leading portions of respective albums. 

Thus, intermediate resolution picture data of respective pictures recorded at the leading portions of the respective 
albums are reproduced from the optical disc 20 by the disc recording/reproducing section 5c, and are transferred into 
the video memory 1 1b as described above. The memory controller 13 immediately reads out, when the respective pic- 
45 ture data of intermediate resolution are stored into the video memory 1 1 b, such picture data to deliver them to the mon- 
itor unit 9. 

Thus, pictures recorded at the leading portions of respective albums can be successively displayed on the monitor 
unit 9. Accordingly, user can retrieve desired album at a high speed. 

In the case where user selects desired album from albums (pictures) successively displayed in this way, he allows 
so the stop key 42 to be turned ON when a desired picture is displayed. The system controller 6 is operative so that when 
the stop key 42 is turned ON in such state, it recognizes that album to which picture displayed at the time point when 
the stop key 42 is turned ON belongs is designated to carry out reproduction and/or editing, etc. on the basis of the 
album at times subsequent thereto. 

There are instances where if only leading pictures of the respective albums are successively displayed, user cannot 
55 recognize the content of corresponding album, and it is thus difficult to retrieve desired album. In order to cope with such 
a case, second album search key 57 is provided at the operation section 10. 

Namely, when the second album search key 57 is turned ON, the system controller 6 detects this ON operation to 
control the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to successively reproduce picture data of intermediate resolu- 
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tion of pictures recorded at the leading portions of respective albums and picture data of intermediate resolution, e.g., 
up to third picture. 

Thus, the intermediate resolution picture data of respective pictures recorded at the leading portions of the respec- 
tive albums and the intermediate resolution picture data up to the third picture are reproduced from the optical disc 20 

s by the disc recording/reproducing section 5c, and are transferred to the video memory 1 1b as described above. The 
memory controller 13 immediately reads out, when the respective intermediate resolution picture data are stored into 
the video memory 11b, such picture data to deliver them to the monitor unit 9. 

Thus, pictures recorded as pictures from the leading picture of respective albums up to the third picture can be suc- 
cessively displayed. As a result, user can retrieve desired album at a higher speed. 

10 In the case where user selects desired album from albums (pictures) successively displayed in this way, he allows 
the stop key 42 to be turned ON when the desired picture is displayed. The system controller 6 is operative so that when 
the stop key 42 is turned ON in such state, it recognizes that album to which picture displayed at the time point when 
the stop key 42 is turned ON belongs is designated to carry out playback or reproduction and/or editing, etc. on the 
basis of the album at times subsequent thereto. 

is As stated above, a predetermined number of low resolution picture data for index are recorded onto the optical disc 
20 in advance to read out the index file when the respective index keys 38a to 38d are turned ON to display the prede- 
termined number of low resolution picture data indicating the contents of respective albums (picture directories) within 
one picture on screen, thereby making it possible to retrieve a desired album (picture directory) at a high speed. 
Moreover, since the predetermined number of low resolution picture data are recorded as index file only picture on 

20 the optical disc 20, an approach is employed at the time of index display to retrieve one index file from the disc to read 
out it, thereby making it possible to display the predetermined number of low resolution picture data. Thus, index display 
can be carried out at a high speed. 

Moreover, this still picture system can directly designate desired picture without displaying the picture for index to 
display it on the monitor unit 9. 

25 Namely, in the case where album in which desired picture is recorded and picture No. are known, user operates 
album key 33, ten key 50, return key 39 and feed key 40 provided at the operation unit 10 as described above to input 
desired album and desired picture No. Then, user selects the desired picture No. thereafter to allow the reproduction 
key 41 to be turned ON. 

The system controller 6 is operative so that when it detects that the reproduction key 41 is turned ON, it controls 
30 the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read out intermediate resolution picture data of picture No. of the 
designated album. Thus, intermediate resolution picture data of the designated picture No. is read out from the optical 
disc 20, and picture corresponding to the picture data of intermediate resolution is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

Further, this still picture system can also retrieve desired picture by using retrieval key 52 provided at the operation 
unit 10. 

35 Namely, when the retrieval key 52 is turned ON, the system controller 6 is brought into retrieval mode. When the 
system controller 6 is placed in the retrieval mode, it allows the display section 26 to undergo display control so as to 
display, in order, characters of picture name, key word, recording date and recording time every time the cross key 54 
is operated once. When user selects information to be inputted from the picture name, the key word, the recording date 
and recording time, he inputs picture name, key word, recording date or recording time of picture to be retrieved by 

40 using the ten key 50 to allow the EXEC key 55 to be turned ON. 

Thus, the system controller 6 detects that the EXEC key 55 has been turned ON to start retrieval. Further, this con- 
troller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read out lower resolution picture data of the retrieved 
picture. It is to be noted that in the case where a plurality of pictures are retrieved by such retrieval, the system controller 
6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read out lower resolution picture data of the plural pictures. 

45 Thus, the lower resolution picture data of the retrieved picture is delivered to the video memory 11b. The memory 
controller 13 reads out, when the low resolution picture data is stored into the video memory 11b, such data to deliver 
it to the monitor unit 9. 

Then, user looks at the picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9 to recognize desired picture to input album 
No. and picture No. of this picture to allow the reproduction key 41 to be turned ON. The system controller 6 allows the 
so disc recording/reproducing section 5c to undergo read-out control so as to reproduce intermediate resolution picture 
data of the designated picture No. from the designated album. 

Thus, the intermediate resolution picture data of the desired picture is delivered to the monitor unit 9 through the 
video memory 11b, and the retrieved desired picture (image) is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

55 11. [Playback (reproduction) and display of Index picture] 

The playback (reproduction) and display operations of index picture in the still picture system will now be described 
in more detail with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 37. 
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exist, the processing operation proceeds to step S122 respective TOC 

the p At TOctd u em 6 «** *• disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read there into 

At the step S123. the system controller 6 stores data of data U-TOC into the ram r* 
tive directories and files. Thus, the processing operation proceed! Tto stepTl 24 " P ° SI, ' 0nS * ^ 

At the step S124, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not the ODtical disc 20 h fhrm^ *, 

At the step S127, the system controller 6 retrieves overall index file recorded on the optical disc 20 Thi* «» 
processing operation proceeds to step S128 us ' the 

At the step SI 31 , the system controller 6 retrieves picture index file within the directory retrieved at the steo sno 
Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S132 reirievea ai me step S130. 
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At the step S133, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of picture that user desires is made from index pictures displayed on the monitor unit 9. In 
the case of No., the processing operation proceeds to step S134. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S136. 

At the step S134, the system controller 6 detects the operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of display of the next picture index file (corresponding to the remaining 25 pictures) is made. 
In the case of No., the processing operation returns to the above<iescribed step S133. In the case of Yes, the process- 
ing operation proceeds to step S135. 

At the step S1 35, the system controller 6 allows the monitor unit 9 to undergo display control so as to display picture 
index files corresponding to the remaining 25 pictures thereon. Thus, the processing operation returns to the above- 
described step S1 33. 

On the other hand, at the step S133, in the case where it is discriminated that designation of index picture is made, 
the processing operation proceeds to step S136. At this step, the system controller 6 retrieves higher resolution picture 
file and intermediate resolution picture file corresponding to the designated index picture. Thus, the processing opera- 
tion proceeds to step S1 37. 

In more practical sense, the system controller 6 selects picture data management file corresponding to the direc- 
tory in which displayed index file exists from respective picture data management files of respective directories stored 
in the RAM 6a. In the picture information units (16 bytes x N) of the selected picture data management file, there are 
registered picture information units of 16 bytes having the same number as the number (N) of indices registered in the 
picture index file. In addition, these picture information units are recorded in order so as to correspond to the order of 
displayed indices. 

For example, the case where 25 index picture displayed by the picture index file is index file of the first directory and 
the fourth index picture is designated from the index file will be described below. Since the displayed index file is the 
index file of the first picture directory, the system controller 6 first makes reference to data of the first picture data man- 
agement file in the RAM 6a. When the fourth index picture is designated by user, retrieval of the fourth picture informa- 
tion unit of the picture data file to which reference has been made is carried out. In data of the retrieved picture 
information unit, data of "00000" is recorded as the directory No. and data of "00003" is recorded as picture information. 
Accordingly, with respect to the picture file of high resolution corresponding to designated index picture, file name in the 
directory "PIC00000" is judged to be "PHP000003". With respect to the picture file of intermediate resolution, file name 
in the directory "PICOOO00" is judged to be "PSN00003". 

It is to be noted that when index picture is selected as described above to retrieve picture files of high resolution 
and intermediate resolution corresponding thereto, an approach is employed such that, on the basis of data in the pic- 
ture information unit of the picture management file, picture file corresponding thereto is necessarily retrieved. 

For example, when position of the index picture is changed by editing, etc. which will be described later, any differ- 
ence takes place between the display order of index pictures and the picture No. of picture files. However, in the still 
picture system, since the display order of index pictures and picture number of picture file are in correspondence with 
each other, even in the case where display order of index pictures is changed, correspondence relationship between 
index pictures and picture files of high resolution and intermediate resolution is attained by the picture information unit 
of the picture data management file. The detail thereof will be described in the chapter of "Edit of picture" which will be 
referred to later. 

At the step S137, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not monitor display of the retrieved picture file of the intermediate resolution is designated. In the case of 
Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S138. In the case of No., this step S137 is repeated. 

At the step S138, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to read out data 
of the retrieved picture file of intermediate resolution to allow the monitor unit 9 to undergo display control so as to dis- 
play the picture file of intermediate resolution reproduced by such a control, and to discriminate whether or not desig- 
nation of print out of the retrieved picture file of high resolution. As a result, in the case of No, the step S1 38 is repeated. 
On the other hand, in the case of Yes, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as 
to read out the retrieved picture file of high resolution to deliver it to the printer unit 2 through the main memory 11a. 
Thus, the entire routine of reproduction and display of the index picture shown in FIG. 37 is completed. 

In this example, at the printer unit 2 to which the picture file of high resolution has been delivered, the high resolu- 
tion picture data delivered as respective data of R, G, B are converted into yellow (Y), magenta (M) and cyan (C) to print 
these data onto the printer paper by the thermal head in order from the Y data. 

12. [Retrieval of file and picture directory] 

Explanation will be given in the case where, e.g., picture file f5 (PSN00000. PMP) is retrieved with reference to the 
hierarchical structure of file which has been described with reference to the FIG. 1 9 mentioned above, etc. This retrieval 
operation is as indicated by the flow chart of FIG. 38. The processing operation by the flowchart shown in FIG. 38 starts 
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when data of the data U-TOC is stored into the RAM 6a and desired directory and file name are designated by user to 
proceed to step S1 41. 

At the step S141 , the system controller 6 retrieves, on the basis of Volume Descriptor (VD) of the volume manage- 
ment area, block No. of the first Directory Record Block (DRB) indicating directory (PIC.MD). Thus, the processing 
operation proceeds to step S1 42. 

In more practical sense, position of DRB within the management block is recorded by data indicating position of the 
first directory record block of the VD. In this still picture system, block No. of the first DRB is set to "4" as described 
above. Accordingly, the system controller 6 judges that DRB for indicating directory D1 (PICJvID) is DRB indicated by 
management block number "0004". 

At step S142, the system controller 6 discriminates, by making reference to entry of the management block 
recorded in MT, whether or not the designated DRB is single DRB or successive DRBs. In the case of single DRB the 
processing operation proceeds to step S143. In the case where DRB is not single, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S1 47. 

It is to be noted that since DRB of the management block number "0004" is single DRB in the file hierarchical struc- 
ture shown in FIG. 20, the processing operation proceeds to step S143. 

At the step S143, the system controller 6 retrieves DR unit for directory for indicating recording position of picture 
directory D2 (PIC0000) where picture file f5 exists from plural DR units provided in the DRB indicating directory D1 

In the hierarchical structure shown in FIG. 19, since the third DR unit of the DRB indicating directory D1 is DR unit 
for directory for indicating recording position of picture D2, DR unit for directory which is the third DR unit is retrieved 
In the DR unit for directory which is the third DR unit. "Index to DRB" is recorded. By management block number 
recorded as "Index to DRB", block position of DRB indicating picture directory D2 is designated. Namely, since "0005" 
is recorded as data of "Index to DRB" in the file hierarchical structure shown in FIG. 19, it is judged that DRB for indi- 
cating picture directory D2 is DRB indicated by management block number "0005". 

On the other hand, at the step S147, the system controller 6 successively retrieves DR unit within the DRB to judge 
whether or not DR unit for directory for indicating designated picture directory exists. In the case of No (i.e., in the case 
where no DR unit indicating designated picture directory exists within the linked first DRB), the processing operation 
proceeds to step S1 48. In the case of Yes (i.e., in the case where DR unit indicating designated picture directory exists 
within the linked first DRB), the processing operation proceeds to step S144. It is to be noted that in the case where 
picture file f5 is retrieved in the file hierarchical structure of FIG> 20. since DRB indicating directory D1 (PIC_MD) and 
DRB indicating picture directory D2 (PIC00000) are both single DRB, these steps S147 and S148 are not used. 

At the step S144, the system controller 6 judges whether or not the DR unit for directory retrieved at the step S143 
is DR unit for directory indicating designated directory. Since the file structure used in this still picture system is tree 
structure as shown in FIG. 1 9, whether or not the retrieved directory is the last directory (directory of the lowermost layer 
(level)) in the process of coming to the designated directory. In this example, in retrieving picture file f5 in the file hier- 
archical structure of FIG. 19, picture directory D2 indicated at step S143 is the lowermost layer (level) directory. For this 
reason, judgment result at the step S144 becomes Yes. The processing operation proceeds to step S145. 

At the step S145, the system controller 6 retrieves DR unit for file for indicating recording position of picture file f5 
from plural DR unit provided in DRB in order to indicate the picture directory D2 retrieved at the step S143. 

Namely, in the file hierarchical structure shown in FIG. 19, the third DR unit of DRB indicating picture directory D2 
is DR unit for file for indicating picture file f5. For this reason, DR unit for file which is the third DR unit is retrieved by this 
step S145. In the DR unit for file, "Extent Start Location" is recorded. By the allocation block number recorded as 
"Extent Start Location", recording position of picture file f5 is designated. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to 
step S146. 

At the step S146, the system controller 6 provides an access to the allocation block position retrieved at the step 
S1 45 within the file extents area to confirm that the picture file f5 exists at the position to which access has been made. 
It is possible to reproduce picture file f5 with the access position being as the leading portion. 

In this still picture system, since retrieval of picture files is carried out in a manner as described above, the number 
of physical read-in operations for file retrieval can be reduced. Thus, picture files within picture directories caused to be 
of the hierarchical directory structure can be retrieved with ease and at a high speed. 

Moreover, since information relating to the hierarchical directory structure are concentrated into the second area 
(volume management area), in the case of reading out information necessary for file retrieval, it is sufficient to provide 
access only to the volume management area. For this reason, recording position of file can be grasped. Accordingly, 
the number of picture files can be thus carried out at a high speed. 

In addition, since any large capacity of data such as picture data, etc. is not recorded in the volume management 
area, and only management data is recorded, such data are very suitable for storing them into the RAM. Thus, once 
such management data is caused to be stored into the RAM, the number of access operations to the optical disc for the 
purpose of retrieving file can be further reduced. 
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13. [Edit of picture] 

When recording of picture is completed as described above, it becomes possible to carry out editing of index pic- 
ture by selection of user. The editing of picture refers to out, e.g., work for moving picture data of a certain picture direc- 
tory to another picture director, and work for carrying out switching of index picture within the same directory to change 
display order of index pictures. 

The example where the fifth index picture displayed within the first directory and picture data of high resolution is 
moved to the tenth display position of the second directory will be described below with reference to the flowchart of 
FIG. 39. 

The processing operation by the flowchart shown in FIG. 39 starts when recording of a desired picture is completed 
and user allows the edit designation key to be turned ON the proceed to step S151 . 

At the step S151 , the system controller 6 reads out index file of (the first) directory of movement source to control 
the disc recording/reproducing section 5c so as to display 25 index pictures. Thus, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S152 (see the chapter of reproducing operation). 

At the step S152, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not index picture to be moved within the directory 
of movement source is designated (whether or not index picture displayed at the fifth position (location) of the first direc- 
tory is designated). In the case of No., this step S152 is repeated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S1 53. 

At the step S153, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not directory of movement destination and movement position are designated (the original picture is moved 
to the tenth index picture of the second directory in the case of this example). In the case of No., this step S153 is 
repeated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S154. 

At the step S154, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5c, etc. so as to read out 
all index pictures of index file of directory of movement source and all index pictures of index file of directory of move- 
ment destination into the main memory 1 1a. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S155. 

At the step S155, the system controller 6 controls the memory controller 13 so as to move only the designated 
index picture (including header as well) from the index file of source of movement (first directory) to index file of desti- 
nation of movement (second directory). Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S156. 

Namely, in the picture index file, respective index pictures have fixed capacity of 4096 bytes in all including the 
header and the data body. Accordingly, since, in this example, 4096 bytes subsequent to 4096 x 3 bytes from the lead- 
ing portion of the file is determined to be data of the fourth index picture (including header as well), position of index 
picture within the picture index file can be easily grasped. Similarly, destination of movement of data of the index picture 
(4096 bytes) to be moved is designated to be area subsequent to 4096 x 9 bytes of index file of (the second) directory 
of destination of movement, and is inserted into the area (this operation is not overwrite operation). 

At the step S156, the system controller 6 controls the memory controller 13 so as to carry out editing control to 
delete (erase) the moved index picture on the index file of source of movement to update file to supplement the moved 
index picture of the index file of destination of movement. Then, the system controller 6 updates the file of destination 
of movement. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S157. 

At the step S157, the system controller 6 re-records, at the same portion on the disc, the index file of the source of 
movement and the index file of the destination of movement which have been respectively edited. Thus, the processing 
operation proceeds to step S158. It is to be noted that if there is any other portion where the area can be ensured in 
place of the same portion, that portion may be employed (utilized). 

At the step S1 58, the system controller 6 moves, in the RAM 6a, picture information unit recorded at the fifth record- 
ing position of plural picture information units (16 bytes) which have been recorded within the picture data management 
file of source of movement (first directory) to the tenth unit within the picture data management file of destination of 
movement (second directory) without changing data. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S159. It is to be 
noted that any updating is not implemented to files of picture data of high resolution and intermediate resolution. 

At the step S159, the system controller 6 discriminates whether or not the eject key 32 of the operation unit 10 is 
turned ON to thereby discriminate whether or not the disc eject is designated. In the case of No, this step S159 is 
repeated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S160. 

At the step S1 60, the system controller 6 controls the disc recording/reproducing section 5C so as to read out data 
U-TOC, overall information management file and picture data management file in the RAM 6a to write them onto the 
disc to thereby update the respective data. Thus, the entire routine according to the editing operation of picture is com- 
pleted. 

The example of a recording medium where there is provided header in which data for carrying out correspondence 
with display order of index picture is recorded at the leading portion of the file of high resolution picture data or interme- 
diate resolution picture data is taken here. In such a recording medium, when attempt is made to carry out editing oper- 
ation as described above, data of the header is rewritten, thereby to ensure correspondence with the display order of 
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the index pictures. However, in order to rewrite data of the header, it is necessary to once read out all data (including 
picture data as well) of the picture file. As a result, it takes much time in reproduction (playback) from the disc. 

In the above-described editing operation in this still picture system, however, an approach is employed such that, 
with respect to the index file, switching of physical position on the disc is carried out in accordance with the order actu- 
ally displaced, but, with respect to the picture data of high resolution and intermediate resolution, switching of data of 
picture information unit within the picture data management file which has been read into the RAM 6a is carried out 
without carrying out any change of position on the disc. Further, correspondence between the display order of index pic- 
tures and high and intermediate resolution files can be ensured by such switching (replacement) between respective 
data. For this reason, rewrite operation is required only for switching of index pictures within the index file and rewriting 
of picture data management file in the RAM 6a. Accordingly, rewrite data can be extremely reduced. Thus, rewrite work 
can be carried out at a high speed. 

Moreover, since physical position on the disc of the index picture is changed so that the index files take the same 
order as the display order, it is possible to realize high speed read-out operation of index file. 

Further, also when order of display of index pictures is changed within the same index file within the same directory, 
such a change can be carried out by similar control. For example, in the case of changing display order so as to display 
the seventh index picture within the same index file at the second position (location), all data of the index file are first 
temporarily read out from the disc into the main memory 1 1 a to move the seventh index picture to the second recording 
position thereafter to edit the file in the main memory thereafter to re-record them onto the disc. On the other hand, in 
the RAM 6a, within the picture data management file, the seventh picture information unit of 16 bytes is inserted into 
the second recording position without changing data. Namely, also in the case where order of display of index picture 
is changed within the same directory, only the index file and the picture information unit in the RAM are rewritten, but 
actual picture data are not rewritten. 

14 [Print operation] 

The operation of the still picture system in the case of carrying out print operation of picture taken in through the 
scanner unit 1 or the video input unit 8 will now be described. 

In the case of allowing picture taken in through the scanner unit 1 or the video input unit 8 to undergo print, user 
operates the operation unit 10 to display, on monitor unit 9, the picture taken in through the scanner unit 1 or the video 
input unit 8 similarly to the above. In the case where the picture displayed on the monitor unit 9 is desired picture, user 
operates the operation unit 1 0 to designate the number of prints, and to designate print of that picture. 

The picture data taken in through the scanner unit 1 or the video input unit 8, or from the optical disc 20 is stored 
in the main memory 11a. For this reason, the system controller 6 is operative so that when the print is designated, it 
allows the main memory 1 1a to undergo read-out control through the memory controller 13 so that picture data stored 
in the main memory 1 1a is read out therefrom. The picture data which has been read out from the main memory 11a 
is delivered to data conversion circuit 2a of printer unit 2. 

The data conversion circuit 2a implements data conversion processing suitable for print to the picture data which 
has been read out from the main memory 1 1 a, i.e., when the picture data are delivered in a form of R, G, B or Y, Cr, Cb, 
the circuit 2a carries out color coordinate transform processing into form of Y (Yellow), M (Magenta) and (Cyan) from 
the above form to thereby form picture data for print to deliver it to thermal head 2c. 

The thermal head 2c prints pictures corresponding to the picture data by about 300 DPI onto print paper 2d of, e.g., 
A6 size. Thus, the picture corresponding to the picture data which has been taken in through the scanner unit 1 or the 
video input unit 8 can be printed by the designated number of pictures. 

Here, the picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9 in this way becomes picture subjected to print as it is. In this 
still picture system, picture processing such as enlargement (expansion), contraction, rotation or color designation, etc. 
is implemented to the picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9, thus making it possible to print the picture which 
has been caused to undergo picture processing. 

Namely, such picture processing is designated by using respective keys provided at the operation unit 10. 

For example, in the case where there is a need to enlarge a desired portion of picture displayed on the monitor unit 
to print it, user operates enlargement key provided at the operation unit 10. When this enlargement key is operated, the 
system controller 6 controls the picture processing circuit 12 shown in FIG. 4 so as to carry out enlargement processing 
by the time (period) during which the enlargement key is operated with center point of display picture image being as 
center. The picture processing circuit 12 forms enlarged picture data by interpolation processing. The memory control- 
ler 13 temporarily write, into the video memory 1 1b, the picture data which has been caused to undergo enlargement 
processing by the picture processing circuit 1 2 to read out such picture data therefrom to deliver it to the monitor unit 9. 
Thus, picture image in which the portion in the vicinity of center (picture of the portion in the vicinity of the center of orig- 
inal picture) is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

Then, user operates cross key 54 provided at the operation unit 10. The system controller 6 controls the memory 
controller 1 3 so as to display, after undergone scrolling in upper and lower directions and in left and right directions, the 
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enlarged picture in dependency upon the operation stale of the cross key 54. Thus, picture image in which the portion 
that user desires of the original picture is enlarged is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

In the case where the original picture is subjected to print in contracted state, user operates contraction key pro- 
vided at the operation unit 10. When the contraction key is operated, the system controller 6 controls the picture 

s processing circuit 12 so as to carry out contraction processing with the center point of display picture being as center 
by the time (period) during which the contraction key is operated. The picture processing circuit 1 2 forms contracted pic- 
ture data by thinning processing. The memory controller 1 3 temporarily writes, into the video memory 1 1 b, picture data 
which has been caused to undergo contraction processing by the picture processing circuit 12 to read out such picture 
data therefrom to deliver it to the monitor unit 9. Thus, the contracted original picture is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

10 It is to be noted that in the case where display size of the original picture is less than the display size by the contraction 
processing, original picture image in a form such that, e.g., the peripheral portion is surrounded by black picture (other 
color picture such as white picture, etc. may be used). 

For example, in the case where user desires to print lateral picture as longitudinal picture, or in the case where user 
prints longitudinal picture as lateral picture in a manner opposite to the above, etc., he operates the rotation key pro- 

75 vided at the operation unit 10. The system controller carries out read-out oontrol of picture data stored in the video 
memory 1 1 b so that picture displayed on the monitor unit 9 is displayed in the state rotated by 90 degrees in clockwise 
direction every time the rotation key is operated once. Thus, lateral picture is displayed as longitudinal picture, or longi- 
tudinal picture is displayed as lateral picture on the monitor unit 9. 

In the case where user desires to print picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9 in an inverted state where such 

20 picture image is projected on the mirror, he operates the mirror key provided at the operation unit 10. The system con- 
troller 6 controls the memory controller 13 so as to display picture in an inverted state every time the mirror key is oper- 
ated. Thus, original picture image is displayed in the inverted state on the monitor unit 9. 

In the case where user desires to carry out color processing with respect to display picture to print it as in the case 
where, e.g., he desires to emphasize red of picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9, he operates gain operation 

25 keys for respective colors of R, G, B provided at the operation unit 10. As described above, gains of respective colors 
can be adjusted at 1/256 (8 bits) intervals between magnification of 0 to 5. For this reason, the system controller 6 con- 
trols, in the + (plus) direction or in the - (minus) direction, gain of variable amplifier for respectively picture data of 
respective colors by the time corresponding to operation when operation keys of respective colors are operated. Thus, 
picture image in which, e.g., red is emphasized, which is picture corresponding to the color processing, is displayed on 

30 the monitor unit 9. 

In the case where user desires to print picture in which contrast, brightness, sharpness, saturation and/or hue are 
controlled, he operates respective control keys provided at the operation unit 10. When the respective control keys are 
operated, the system controller 6 controls respective sect ions so as to respectively control contrast, brightness, sharp- 
ness, saturation and hue in dependency upon such operation. Thus, picture image in which the contrast, the brightness, 
35 the sharpness, the saturation, and/or the hue are adjusted is displayed on the monitor unit 9. 

All of the above-mentioned picture adjustment can be adjusted by dedicated keys provided at the operation unit 10. 
Accordingly, user can carry out designation such as enlargement, contraction or color processing, etc. while looking at 
actually displayed picture. 

Selection of print size, selection of multi mode, selection of presence or absence of print of caption, etc., and selec- 

40 tion of caption to be subjected to print can be carried out by operating the print designation key. When the print desig- 
nation key is operated, the system controller 6 displays, in a form superimposed on a picture image displayed at 
present, item for carrying out selection of the print size, selection of the multi mode, selection of presence or absence 
of print of caption, etc., and selection of caption to be subjected to print. User operates the cross key 54 to thereby move 
cursor displayed within picture on screen to select these items. 

45 Initially, when the item of the "print size" is selected, the system controller 6 displays respective select items of E 
size, L size, K size, cabinet (LL size), one sixth size, quarter size, A6 size, A5 size, A4 size, A3 size, and non-regular 
shape. User operates the cross key 54 to designate print size from these select items. 

In the case where "non-regular shape" is selected by the item of the print size, the system controller 6 displays input 
picture of size of lateral direction (X direction) and size of longitudinal direction (Y direction). These respective sizes can 

so be set in mm units. User inputs desired print size by using ten key 50 provided at the operation unit 10 to designate it. 
When the item of the "multi (multiple) mode" is selected, the system controller 6 displays select item for selecting 
multi-number of pictures of 2, 4, 6, 8 and 1 6. This item of "multi-mode" is the item for selecting how many number of the 
same pictures are subjected to print within a single print paper. For example, in the case where the select item of four 
pictures is selected, the print area of the print paper is quartered (is divided into four portions). Thus, the same picture 

55 images displayed on the monitor unit 9 are respectively subjected to print into the print areas thus divided. 

When the item of the "caption" is selected, the system controller 6 displays select item for selecting name table, 
comment table, and option table. It is sufficient for user to select desired item to be subjected to print from the select 
items. For example, in the case where "name table" is selected from these items, caption attached to corresponding pic- 
ture is subjected to print along with picture image displayed on the monitor unit 9. 
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When user designates print size and/or color processing, etc. in this way, he operates the determination key pro- 
vided at the operation unit 10. When the determination key is determined, the system controller 6 temporarily stores, 
into the RAM 6a, as print control data, respective data from the picture directory No. up to hue shown in FIG. 31 . Fur- 
ther, when the print designation key is operated, the system controller 6 reads out print control data stored in the RAM 
6a to control the print operation in accordance with the print control data thus read out. Thus, it is possible to print, on 
a print paper of which size is designated by user, picture image to which enlargement processing, contraction process- 
ing and/or color processing, etc. have been implemented. 

15 [Portable recording/reproducing device] 

The picture control apparatus, the recording medium, the picture control system and the picture control method 
according to this invention can be applied to a portable recording/reproducing device (apparatus) as shown in FIG. 40. 

This portable recording/reproducing device is of portable size and is easy to carry. Namely, this portable record- 
ing/reproducing device is of a structure such that general user is easy to handle. This portable recording/reproducing 
device includes a video input unit 100 for taking picture data from scanner unit or video tape recorder equipment, etc. 
which is external equipment into the portable recording/reproducing device, and a display unit 101 which is a compact 
liquid crystal display unit for displaying picture image taken in from the external equipment, or picture image reproduced 
from a storage unit 105. Moreover, the portable recording/reproducing device includes a picture processing unit 102 for 
implementing picture processing designated from user to the picture image taken in from the external equipment, an 
operation unit 103 for designating the picture processing, etc., a thinning and compression/expansion processing block 
104 for implementing thinning and compression/expansion processing to picture data, a storage unit 105 for recording 
and reproducing, with respect to the optical disc, the picture data which has been caused to undergo thinning and com- 
pression/expansion processing and fixed length encoding by the tinning and compression/expansion processing block 
104, and a system controller 106 for controlling the operation of the entirety of the portable recording/reproducing 
device. 

Further, the video input unit 100 and the display unit 101 are connected to the picture processing block 102, the 
operation unit 103 is connected to the system controller 106, and the picture processing block 102, the system control- 
ler 106, and the picture processing block 102, the system controller 106, the thinning and compression/expansion 
processing block 104, and the storage unit 105 are interconnected through bus line 7. Thus, the portable record- 
ing/reproducing device is constituted. 

The video input unit 100, the display unit 101, the picture processing block 102, the operation block 103, the thin- 
ning and compression/expansion processing block 104, the storage unit 105, the system controller 106 and the bus line 
1 07 of such portable recording/reproducing device respectively correspond to the video input unit 8, the monitor unit 9, 
the operation unit 10, the thinning and compression/expansion processing block 4, the storage unit 5, the system con- 
troller 6, and the bus line 7 of the still picture system shown in FIG. 1 , and perform operations similar to the above. It is 
to be noted that this portable recording/reproducing device is made up so that it is inexpensive by taking into consider- 
ation the fact that general user side has such device. Therefore, only necessary functions as minimum as possible are 
provided, and scanner unit 1 and printer unit 2 as in the above-described still picture system are not provided. In addi- 
tion, print control data which have been described with reference to FIG. 31 are recorded onto the optical disc along 
with picture data to take this optical disc to, e.g., shop side having the still picture system in which printer unit is pro- 
vided, thereby making it possible to obtain a desired still picture without designating the number of prints, etc. 

The operation for recording the print control data in such portable recording/reproducing device will now be 
described. The recording operation for print control data in the portable recording/reproducing device is similar to the 
recording operation in the above-described still picture system, and is as shown in the flowchart of FIG. 41 . The 
processing operation by the flowchart starts when the main power supply of the portable recording/reproducing device 
is turned ON to proceed to step S221 . 

At the step S221, the system controller 106 detects that the optical disc is loaded in the storage unit 105. Thus, the 
processing operation proceeds to step S222. It is to be noted that the storage unit 105 is adapted to carry out record- 
ing/reproduction of high resolution picture data, intermediate resolution picture data, low resolution picture data and 
print control data, etc., with respect to, e.g., a magneto-optical disc having diameter of 64 mm similarly to the storage 
unit 5 of the still picture system. In addition, the format, etc. of the optical disc is entirely the same as that of the optical 
disc 20. 

At the step S222, the system controller 106 controls the storage unit 105 so as to read there into P-TOC and U- 
TOC on the optical disc 20 to thereby detect presence or absence of respective data of P-TOC and U-TOC transferred 
to thereby discriminate whether or not P-TOC and U-TOC exist on the disc. As a result, in the case of No, the process- 
ing operation proceeds to step S246 to carry out display control of the display unit 1 01 so as to display disc error to com- 
plete the entire routine shown in FIG. 41 . In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S223. 

At the step S223, the system controller 106 controls the storage unit 105 so as to read there into P-TOC and U- 
TOC, and confirms recording position of data U-TOC. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S224. 
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At the step S224, the system controller 106 controls the storage unit 105 so as read there into data U-TOC on the 
optical disc. Then, the system controller 1 06 conducts an operation to temporarily store data of the data U-TOC into the 
RAM 106a of the system controller 106. and to read out it therefrom to thereby grasp positions of respective picture 
directories and respective files. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S225. 

5 At the step S225, the system controller 1 06 discriminates on the basis of the data of the data U-TOC stored in the 
RAM 106a whether or not directory (PICJvID) and overall information management file exist to thereby discriminate 
whether or not the optical disc is formatted for recording of picture data. As a result, in the case of Yes, the processing 
operation proceeds to step S226. In the case of No, the processing operation proceeds to step S247 to carry out display 
control so as to display disc error on the display unit 101 , thus to complete the entire routine shown in FIG. 41 . 

10 At the step S226, the system controller 106 controls the storage unit 105 so as to read out all management files 
such as overall information management file, picture data management file and print data management file, etc., and 
temporarily stores the all management files thus read out into the RAM 106a. Thus, the processing operation proceeds 
to step S227. 

At the step S227, the system controller 106 is brought into print out setting mode for recording print control data. 
is Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S228. 

At the step S228, the system controller 1 06 detects operation state of the operation unit 1 03 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of picture to carry out recording of print control data is made from user. In the case of Yes, 
the processing operation proceeds to step S238. In the case of No, the processing operation proceeds to step S229. 
At the step S229, since designation of picture to carry out picture adjustment is not made from user, the system 
20 controller 106 controls the storage unit 105 so as to carry out retrieval of the overall index file. Thus, the processing 
operation proceeds to step S230. 

At the step S230, the system controller 106 controls the display unit 101 so as to display the overall index file 
retrieved at the step S229. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S231 . 

At the step S231 , the system controller 1 06 detects operation state of the operation unit 1 03 to thereby discriminate 
25 whether or not designation of index picture is made. In the case of No, the step S231 is repeated until the index picture 
is designated. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S232. 

At the step S232, the system controller 106 retrieves picture directory corresponding to the index picture desig- 
nated at the step S231 . Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S233. 

In more practical sense, picture directory information units (data of 48 bytes) in the overall information management 
30 file stored in the RAM 106a are registered by the same number as the number of index pictures (= the number of picture 
directories) displayed, and are recorded in order in a manner to correspond to display order of the index pictures. Expla- 
nation will be given by taking the example where, e.g., the second index picture displayed by the overall information 
management file is designated. Initially, picture directory information unit of 48 bytes corresponding to the designated 
second index file is recorded at the second position from the leading portion. Data of "00001" is recorded at the direc- 
35 tory number of the second picture directory information unit. By this data, it is recognized that the directory where this 
index picture is recorded is the picture directory of the second PIC0001 . 

At the step S233, the system controller 106 retrieves picture index file within the picture directory retrieved at the 
step S232 on the basis of data of the RAM 106a. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S234. 

At the step S234, the system controller 106 carries out display control of the display unit 101 so as to display the 
40 first picture index file (including 25 index pictures) within the retrieved picture directory. Thus, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S235. 

At the step S235, the system controller 1 06 detects operation state of the operation unit 1 03 to thereby discriminate 
whether index picture that user desires is designated from the displayed index picture. In the case of Yes, the process- 
ing operation proceeds to step S238. In the case of No. the processing operation proceeds to step S236. 
45 At the step S236, the system controller 1 06 detects operation state of the operation unit 1 03 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of display of the next picture index file (including the remaining 25 index pictures). In the 
case of No, the processing operation returns to the above-described step S235. In the case of Yes, the processing oper- 
ation proceeds to step S237. 

At the step S237, the system controller 106 conducts a control to display, on the display unit 101 , the remaining 25 
so index pictures. Thus, the processing operation returns to the step S235. 

On the other hand, at the step S235, in the case where it is discriminated that designation of index picture is 
present, the processing operation proceeds to step S238. The system controller 106 retrieves high resolution picture 
file or intermediate resolution picture file corresponding to the designated index picture. Thus, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S239. 

55 In more practical sense, the system controller 106 selects picture data management file corresponding to the pic- 
ture directory where displayed index file exists from respective picture data management file of respective picture direc- 
tories stored in the RAM 106a. In the picture information unit (16 bytes) of the selected picture data management file, 
the same number of picture information units as the number (N) of indices registered in the picture index file are regis- 
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tered. In addition, these picture information units are recorded in order in a manner to correspond to the order of the 
displayed indices. 

The case where, e.g. , 25 index pictures are index file of the first picture directory and the fourth index picture is des- 
ignated from that index file will be described below. Since the displayed index file is index file of the first picture directory, 

s the system controller 1 06 first makes reference to data of the first picture data management file in the RAM 1 06a. When 
the fourth index picture is designated by user, there is carried out retrieval of the fourth picture information unit of the 
picture data management file to which reference is being made. In the data within the retrieved picture information unit, 
data of "00000" is recorded as directory number, and data of "00003" is recorded as picture information. Accordingly, 
with respect to the picture file of intermediate resolution corresponding to the designated index picture, file name in the 

w picture directory "PICOO000" is judged to be TSN00003". 

It is to be noted that when index picture is selected as described above to retrieve picture file of intermediate reso- 
lution corresponding thereto, picture file corresponding to data in the picture information unit of the picture data man- 
agement file is retrieved on the basis of that data. 

At step S239, the system controller 1 06 carries out display control of the display unit 1 01 so as to display picture of 

is intermediate resolution reproduced by the storage unit 105. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S240. 

At the step S240, the system controller 106 forms print control data designated as the result of the fact that user 
operates the operation unit 103. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S241 . 

In more practical sense, for example, in the case where there is a necessity of enlarging desired portion of picture 
displayed on the display unit 101 to print it, user operates the enlargement key provided at the operation unit 103. When 

20 the enlargement key is operated, the system controller 1 06 controls the picture processing block 102 so as to carry out 
enlargement processing with the center point of display picture being as center by the time (period) during which the 
enlargement key is operated. The picture processing block 102 forms enlarged picture data by interpolation processing. 
The system controller 1 06 conducts display control of the display unit 1 01 so as to display picture data which have been 
caused to undergo enlargement processing by the picture processing block 102. Thus, picture image in which the por- 

25 tion in the vicinity of center is enlarged (picture image of the portion in the vicinity of center of original picture) is dis- 
played on the display unit 1 01 . 

Then, user operates the cross key provided at the operation unit 103. The system controller 106 controls the dis- 
play unit 101 so as to display the enlarged picture image in dependency upon operation state of the cross key while 
scrolling it in upper and lower directions and in left and right directions. Thus, picture image in which the portion that 

30 user desires is enlarged of the original picture is displayed on the display unit 1 01 . 

In the case where there is a necessity of contracting the original picture to print it, user operates the contraction key 
provided at the operation unit 103. When this contraction key is operated, the system controller 106 controls the picture 
processing block 102 so as to carry out contract ion processing with the center point of display picture being as center 
by the time (period) during which the contraction key is operated. The picture processing block 102 forms contracted 

35 picture data by thinning processing. The system controller 1 06 delivers, to the display unit 101. picture data which has 
been caused to undergo contraction processing by the picture processing block 102. Thus, the contracted original pic- 
ture image is displayed on the display unit 101. ft is to be noted that in the case where display size of the original picture 
is less than display size by the contraction processing, original picture image in such a form that, e.g., the peripheral 
portion is surrounded by black picture (other color picture such as white picture, etc. may be employed in addition to the 

40 above) is displayed. 

Such enlargement processing or contraction processing for picture designates extraction position, etc. of the orig- 
inal picture. As described above, in the case where enlargement or contraction processing is designated, the system 
controller 106 calculates respective trimming data such as picture extraction start position (X, Y) and extraction size (X, 
Y) which have been described with reference to FIG. 31. Namely, the system controller 106 calculates data indicating 

45 picture processing state of picture image displayed on the display unit 101 after undergone enlargement or contraction 
processing. As described later, these data are recorded as print control data into the print data file. 

In the case where there is a necessity of allowing, e.g., lateral picture to undergo print as longitudinal picture, or in 
the case where there is a necessity of allowing longitudinal picture to undergo print as lateral picture in a manner oppo- 
site to the above, etc., user operates the rotation key provided at the operation unit 103. The system controller 106 con- 

50 trols the picture processing block and the display unit 101 so that picture image displayed on the display unit 101 is 
displayed in the state rotated by 90 degrees in clockwise direction every time the rotation key is operated once. Thus, 
lateral picture is displayed as longitudinal picture, or longitudinal picture is displayed as lateral picture on the display unit 
101. 

In the case where such rotation processing of picture is designated, the system controller 106 calculates print con- 
55 trol data of rotation ID which has been described with reference to FIG. 31 to record this data into the print data file as 
print control data. 

In the case where there is a necessity of allowing picture image displayed on the display unit 101 to undergo print 
in the inverted (reversed) state like in the state where picture image is projected, user operates mirror key provided at 
the operation unit 103. The system controller 106 controls the picture processing block 102 and the display unit 101 so 
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as to display picture in inverted (reversed) state every time the mirror key is operated. Thus, the original picture is dis- 
played in the inverted state on the display unit 101. 

When such reversal processing is designated, the system controller 106 calculates print control data of the mirror 
ID which has been described with reference to FIG. 31 to record this data into the print data file as print control data. 

5 In the case where there is a necessity of carrying out color processing with respect to display picture to print it, such 
as, for example, in the case of emphasizing red of picture displayed on the display unit 101, user operates gain opera- 
tion keys for respective colors of R, G, B provided at the operation unit 103. As described above, gains of respective 
colors can be adjusted at 1/256 (8 bits) intervals within the range of magnification of 0 to 5. For this reason, when the 
operation key are operated, the system controller 106 controls, in the + direction or in the - direction, gain of variable 

10 amplifier for amplifying picture data of respective colors by the time corresponding to the operation. Thus, picture image 
corresponding to the color processing, e.g., picture image in which red is emphasized is displayed. 

When such color processing is implemented, the system controller 106 calculates respective print control data of 
color processing ID, R gain, G gain and B gain which have been described with reference to FIG. 31 to record them into 
print data file as print control data. 

is In the case where there is a necessity of carrying out print operation of picture in which contrast, brightness, sharp- 
ness, saturation and/or hue have been controlled, user operates respective control keys provided at the operation unit 
1 03. The system controller 1 06 is operative so that when the respective control keys are operated, it controls respective 
components so as to control contrast, brightness, sharpness, saturation and hue in dependency upon such operation. 
Thus, picture image in which the contrast, the brightness, the sharpness, the saturation and the hue have been adjusted 

20 is displayed on the display unit 101. 

The system controller 1 06 is operative so that when the contrast, the brightness, the sharpness, the saturation, and 
the hue have been adjusted, it calculates respective print control data of the contrast, the brightness, the sharpness, 
the saturation and the hue which have been described with reference to FIG. 31 to record such data into the print data 
file as print control data. 

25 All of above-mentioned picture adjustment can be adjusted by the dedicated keys provided at the operation unit 
103. Accordingly, user can designate enlargement, contraction and/or color processing, etc. while looking at picture 
image actually displayed. 

Namely, the respective print control data (extraction ID, extraction start position, extraction size, rotation ID, mirror 
ID, color processing ID, respective gains of R, G, B, contrast, brightness, sharpness, saturation and hue) formed by the 

30 above-mentioned picture adjustment are caused to serve as data indicating picture processing state of picture data dis- 
played on the display unit 101 as they are. 

Selection of print size, selection of multi-mode, selection of presence or absence of print of caption, etc., and selec- 
tion of caption to be subjected to print can be carried out by operating the print designation key provided at the operation 
unit 103. The system controller 106 is operative so that when the print designation key is operated, it displays items for 

35 carrying out selection of the print size, selection of multi-mode, selection of presence or absence of print of option and 
selection of caption to be subjected to print in a form superimposed on picture image currently displayed. User operates 
the cross key to thereby move cursor displayed within picture on screen to select these items. 

When the item of the "print size" is selected, the system controller 106 displays respective select items of E size, L 
size, K size, cabinet (LL size), one sixth size, quarter size, A6 size, A5 size, A4 size, A3 size and non-regular shape. 

40 User operates the cross key to designate print size from those items. When designation of this print size is made, the 
system controller 106 calculates the designated print size to form this print control data. Data indicating print size of reg- 
ular shape is recorded into print data file as print control data. 

In the case where selection of "regular shape" is not carried out in the item of the print size, but "non-regular shape" 
is selected, the system controller 106 displays input picture of size in lateral direction (X direction) and size in longitudi- 

45 nal direction (Y direction). Respective sizes can be set in mm units. User inputs desired print size by using ten key pro- 
vided at the operation unit 103 to designate it The system controller 106 is operative so that when print size that user 
desires which does not exist within the regular shape is designated, it calculates print size of the designated non-regular 
(shape) size to form print control data of the non-regular shape designation which has been described with reference 
to FIG. 31 . Data indicating the non-regular (shape) size is recorded as print control data into the print data file. 

so When the item of the "multi-mode" is selected, the system controller 106 displays select items for selecting the 
number of multi-prints (pictures) of 2, 4, 6, 8 and 16. This is item for selecting how many number of the same pictures 
are subjected to print on a single print paper. In the case where, e.g., the select item of four (pictures) is selected, the 
print area of the print paper is quartered. Thus, the same pictures displayed on the display unit 101 are respectively 
subjected to print in divided respective print areas. For this reason, the system controller 106 is operative so that the 

55 number of multi-prints is designated, it forms print control data of multi-ID shown in FIG. 31 , and forms print control data 
corresponding to the designated number of multi-prints. Respective data indicating the multi-ID and the number of 
multi -prints are recorded as print control data into the print data file as has been respectively explained with reference 
to FIG. 31. 
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When the item of the "caption" is selected, the system controller 106 displays select items for selecting name table, 
comment table, and option table. It is sufficient for user to select desired item to be subjected to print from these select 
items. For example, in the case where "name table" is selected from the select items, caption, etc. attached to the cor- 
responding picture is subjected to print along with the picture displayed on the display unit 101 . For this reason, the sys- 
5 tern controller 106 is operative so that when such selection is made, it forms print control data of caption ID shown in 
FIG. 31, and forms print control data every kind of caption corresponding to the selected caption. Data indicating the 
caption ID and caption kind are recorded as print control data into the print data file as has been respectively explained 
with reference to FIG. 31. 

When the system controller 106 forms print control data corresponding to designation by user in this way, the 
10 processing operation proceeds to step S241 . 

At the step S241 , the system controller 1 06 detects operation state of the operation unit 1 03 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not determination of all print control data is made. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to 
step S242. In the case of No, the steps S240 and S241 are repeated, resulting in the standby state for determination. 

At the step S242, since all the print control data are determined at the step S241, all the calculated print control 
is data are recorded into the RAM 106a as print information unit shown in FIG. 31 along with picture directory number, the 
picture number and the picture kind for indicating picture which has been caused to undergo picture adjustment at the 
step S240. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S243. 

At the step S243 , the system controller 1 06 detects operation state of the operation unit 1 03 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not picture to be subsequently subjected to picture adjustment is designated. In the case of No, the process- 
20 ing operation proceeds to step S244. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to the step S229. By the 
routine from the step S229 to the step S243, print control data of new picture is formed. 

Namely, since these print information units are formed every pictures in correspondence with respective pictures 
which have been caused to undergo picture adjustment, when the processing of the step S243 is completed, the same 
number of print information units as the number of pictures which have been caused to undergo picture adjustment are 
25 recorded into the RAM 106a. 

At the step S244, print data files of a file structure as shown in FIGS, 30 and 31 are recorded onto the optical disc 
20 with plural print information unit data formed in correspondence with respective pictures in the RAM 1 06a at the step 
S243 being as data body. When recording of the print data files is completed, the processing operation proceeds to step 
S245. 

30 In more practical sense, explanation will be given by taking the example where print data file of "PRT001 .PMO" is 
newly recorded as shown in FIG. 1 9. Since print data file of PRT000. PMO exists on the optical disc, "0001 " is recorded 
as total number of files in data of "total number of print data files " within the print data management file. The leading 
three characters of the file name of the print data file is "PRT". Since next three characters "nnn" are formed as numbers 
in order of formation of print data files, the newly formed file number becomes "001". Accordingly, file name of the new 

35 print data file is determined as "PRT001 . PMO". In the case of recording this file, the system controller 1 06 controls the 
storage unit 105 on the basis of data of data U-TOC recorded in the RAM 6a so that this print data file is recorded into 
the print directory. 

On the other hand, when this new print data file PRT001 . PMO is formed, print data management information unit 
(see FIG. 26(a)) corresponding to this file is formed. In the print execution ID within the print data management infor- 
40 mation unit, "00h" signifying control of the printer unit by print control data recorded in the newly formed print data file 
PRT001 . PMO is recorded. 

In this example, in the print data file management information unit corresponding to the already recorded print data 
file PRT000. PMO, "01 h" signifying that the printer unit is not controlled by the print control data recorded in the print 
data file PRT00O. PMO is recorded. Moreover, even if picture processing is implemented to picture data reproduced 
45 from the optical disc in print, there is no possibility that the picture data itself is updated. It is indicated that only the exe- 
cution ID is updated from "OOh" into "01 h", and that picture is printed out. 

At step S245, the system controller 106 reads out print control data temporarily stored in the RAM 106a to control 
the storage unit 1205 so as to update data U-TOC, overall information management file, picture data management file, 
and print data management file on the optical disc in accordance with the print control data. Thus, the entire routine 
so shown in FIG. 41 is completed. 

As stated above, this portable recording/reproducing device can record, onto the optical disc, print control data for 
designating print of corresponding picture data along with the corresponding picture data. For this reason, by only 
reproducing (playing back) the optical disc, it is possible to easily recognize which picture is subjected to print among 
recorded pictures, in what state that picture is subjected to print, and how many number of pictures are subjected to 
55 print, etc. 
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16. [Print operation in the still picture system] 

As described above, in the portable recording/reproducing device, picture processing is implemented to the desig- 
nated picture data so that picture that user desires is provided, plural print control data are formed as data indicating 
this picture processing, and these print control data are recorded onto the optical disc 20 as print data file. An operator 
who operates the still picture system shown in FIG. 1 loads the optical disc 20 into the still picture system to only des- 
ignate print out, whereby picture processing that use desires is implemented to the designated picture. Thus, print out 
operation thereof is carried out. 

The print operation in such still picture system is as shown in the flowchart of FIG. 42. The processing operation by 
this flowchart starts when the print out designation key of the operation unit 10 is turned ON to proceed to step S201 . 

At the step S201 , the system controller 6 detects that the optical disc 20 is loaded into the storage unit 5. Thus, the 
processing operation proceeds to step S202. 

At the step S202, the system controller 6 controls the storage unit 5 so as to read there into P-TOC and U-TOC on 
the optical disc to thereby detect presence or absence of respective data of P-TOC and U-TOC transferred to thereby 
discriminate whether or not P-TOC and U-TOC exist on the disc. As a result, in the case of No, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S218 to carry out display control of the monitor unit 9 so as to display disc error to complete the entire 
routine shown in FIG. 42. In the case of Yes, the processing proceeds to step S203. 

At the step S203, the system controller 6 controls the storage unit 5 so as read there into P-TOC and U-TOC, and 
confirms recording position of data U-TOC. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S204. 

At the step S204, the system controller 6 controls the storage unit 5 so as to read thereinto data U-TOC on the opti- 
cal disc. Then, the system controller 6 temporarily stores data of the data U-TOC into the RAM 6a of the system con- 
troller 6 to thereby grasp positions of respective picture directories and respective files. Thus, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S205. 

At the step S205, the system controller 6 discriminates on the basis of data of data U-TOC stored in the RAM 6a 
whether or not directory (PIC_MD) and overall information management file exist to thereby whether or not the optical 
disc is formatted for recording of picture data. As a result, in the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step 
S206. In the case of No, the processing operation proceeds to step S219 to carry out display control so as to display 
disc error on the monitor unit 9, thus to complete the entire routine shown in FIG. 42. 

At the step S206, the system controller 6 controls the storage unit 5 on the basis of data of the data U-TOC stored 
in the RAM 6a so as to read out all management files of overall information management file, picture data management 
file and print data management file, etc., and temporarily store all the management files thus read out into the RAM 6a. 
Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S207. 

At the step S207, the system controller 6 discriminates by using print data file whether or not picture data is sub- 
jected to print out. In this case, judgment is made as to whether print control is automatically carried out by plural print 
control data recorded as print data file onto the loaded optical disc 20 to carry out print out, or an operator who operates 
the still picture system shown in FIG. 1 newly reads out picture to implement picture processing so that picture that the 
operator desires is provided as has been explained in the chapter of the above-described [print operation]. Accordingly, 
in the case where judgment of Yes is provided at the step S207, it is possible to automatically print out picture that user 
who has controlled the portable recording/reproducing device desires without allowing the operator to operate the still 
picture system to newly designate picture processing. 

As the result of this judgment, in the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S208. In the case of 
No, the processing operation proceeds to step S219 to carry out display control of the monitor unit 9 so as to display 
disc error to complete the entire routine of FIG. 42. 

At the step S208, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not display designation of file name of print data file is made. In the case of Yes, the processing operation 
proceeds to step S220. In the case of No, the step S208 is repeated. 

At the step S220, the system controller 6 displays file names of "PRT000. PMO" and "PRT001 . PMO" recorded as 
print data file in the print directory as shown in FIG. 1 9 on the basis of data of data U-TOC and data of print data man- 
agement file recorded in the RAM 6a. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S209. At this time, data of print 
execution ID recorded in the print data management file is displayed at the same time. Namely, in this case, since print 
out control has been already carried out by using the print data file, "01 h" indicating that print out has been executed is 
recorded in the print execution ID corresponding to the print data file PRT000. PMO. Accordingly, in this case, charac- 
ters, such as, for example, "PRT001 . PMO USED" are displayed on the screen of the monitor unit 9. 

Moreover, since print control has not yet been carried out by using the print data file, "OOh" indicating that print out 
has not been yet executed is recorded in the print execution ID corresponding to the print data file PRT001. PMO. 
Accordingly is this case, characters such as, for example, "PRT000. PMO UNUSED" are displayed on the screen of the 
monitor unit 9. 

For this reason, an operator who operates the still picture system shown in FIG. 1 displays the print data file name 
and the print execution ID, thereby making it possible to judge which print data file records print control data that user 
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desires. In addition, such information can be also utilized as past record information forjudging what print data files are 
formed by user from now. 

At the step S209, the system controller 6 detects operation state of the operation unit 10 to thereby discriminate 
whether or not designation of print data file (the P RT001 . PMO in this case) in present. In the case of No, this step S209 
is repeated until such designation is made. In the case of Yes, the processing operation proceeds to step S210. 

At the step S210, the system controller 6 retrieves on the basis of data of the data U-TOC stored in the RAM 6a 
which position within file extent area records designated print data file PRT001 . PMO. 

At step S21 1 , the system controller 6 reproduces the retrieved print data file from the optical disc to control the stor- 
age unit 5 so as to read out, every print information unit, the print control data recorded in the print data fife. In addition, 
the print control data thus read out are stored into the RAM 6a every print information unit. Thus, the processing oper- 
ation proceeds to step S212. 

At the step S212, the system controller 6 retrieves recording positions of picture file corresponding to respective 
position of picture file corresponding to respective data every picture directory number (m), picture number (n) and pic- 
ture kind (PHP) recorded in the first print information unit recorded in the RAM 6a on the basis of data of the overall 
management information file and the picture data management file of the RAM 6a. In this case, recording position of 
file of the high resolution picture file "PHPOOOOn. PMX" in the picture directory "PICOOOOm" is retrieved. 

The system controller 6 controls the storage unit 5 so as to reproduce, from the optical disc 20, high resolution pic- 
ture data included in the retrieved high resolution picture file. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S213. 

At the step S213, the system controller 6 controls the picture processing block 4 so as to implement picture 
processing corresponding to print control data such as extraction ID, extraction start position, extraction size, rotation 
ID, mirror ID, print ID, caption ID, caption kind, color processing ID, respective gains of R, G, B, contrast, brightness, 
sharpness, saturation, and hue, etc. Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S214. 

The example where caption data is superimposed on picture data on the basis of the caption ID and the caption 
kind will now be described as one example in this step. 

With respect to the caption kind, "1 11V is recorded as table ID indicating "name table", "12h" is recorded as table 
ID indicating "comment table", and "14h" is recorded as table ID indicating "recording date table". 

Assuming now that "1 1h" is recorded as the caption kind, the system controller 6 conducts a control so as to read 
out name table recorded in the header of high resolution picture file which has been read out at the step S212 on the 
basis of data of data of "1 1 h" to transfer the caption data of the file name recorded by the ASCII code in the name table 
to the picture processing block 4. The picture processing block 4 carries out picture processing so as to allow the cap- 
tion data to be interposed on the designated picture data. 

At step 214, the system controller 6 transfers, to the printer unit 2, the high resolution picture data which has been 
caused to undergo picture processing on the basis of the print control data. At the printer unit 2, picture corresponding 
to the high resolution picture data which has been caused to undergo picture processing on the basis of the print control 
data is subjected to print out (printed out). Thus, the processing operation proceeds to step S215. 

At the step S215, the system controller 6 discriminates on the basis of the print control data whether or not picture 
to be subjected to print out next is present. 

Namely, at the step S215, the system controller 6 discriminates on the basis of total number of print data files stored 
in the RAM 6a whether or not picture to be subjected to print out next is present. If the number of pictures which have 
been caused to undergo print processing at the step S214 is in correspondence with the total number of prints, it is 
judged that there is no picture to be subjected to print out next. 

On the other hand, in the case where the number of pictures which have been caused to undergo print processing 
at the step S214 is not in correspondence with the total number of prints, the system controller 6 makes reference, in 
order to print out next picture data, to respective data of picture directory number, picture number and picture kind 
recorded in the next print information unit recorded in the RAM 6a. Thus, the processing operation returns to the step 
S212. 

At times subsequent thereto, in a manner similar to the above, processing from the step S212 to the step S215 are 
repeated until print out operations of all picture data registered in the designated print data file are completed. When 
print out operations of all picture data are completed, the processing operation proceeds to step S216. 

Up to the step S215, data of "01 h" is recorded as print execution ID corresponding to the print data file PRT001. 
PMO in the print data management file of the RAM 6a. At the step S216, data of the print execution ID recorded as 
"01 H" is rewritten into data of "OOh" indicating that print out operation has been executed. The reason why the print exe- 
cution ID is rewritten in this way is to clarify that picture has been subjected to print out by using the print data file 
PRT001 . PMO. Thus, in the case where, e.g., in the portable recording/reproducing device, user desires to newly carry 
out print out of print data file PRT002. PMO, it is possible to prevent inconvenience such that operator who operates the 
still picture system erroneously carries out print out operation of any other print data file such as print data file PRT001 . 
PMO, etc. 

At the step S21 7, since the print execution ID of the print management file in the RAM 6a was rewritten at the step 
S21 6, the system controller 6 controls the storage unit 5 so as to overwrite data of the print management file onto data 
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of the print management file on the optical disc 20 to update the above-mentioned ID. Thus, the entire routine of the 
flowchart shown in FIG. 42 is completed. 

As stated above, an approach is employed to record print control data on the optical disc 20, thereby making it pos- 
sible to carry out print out of still picture that user desires without carrying out setting of print out. 

5 Hitherto, as a system of obtaining still picture, as shown in FIG. 43, there is popular a system such that user takes, 
to a shop (store), a photographed film for photography formed by taking images of objects by using a camera device in 
which, e.g., photographic film of 35 mm is loaded to designate development of the film, and to carry out request such 
as the number of prints, or color processing, and the shop side informs the processing laboratory of such request, 
whereby the negative film and photographs are handed to user through the shop side for a second time. 

w On the contrary, in the portable recording/reproducing device (apparatus) and the still picture system according to 
this invention, user records, onto the optical disc, picture data and print control data for the picture data by using the 
portable recording/reproducing device, whereby user's request in carrying out print out such picture is recorded. For this 
reason, user takes the optical disc to the shop provided with the still picture system, thereby making it possible to rec- 
ognize request for print by reproducing (playing back) the optical disc even if user makes a request for print. Thus, still 

is picture corresponding to user's request can be subjected to print out at the printer unit of the still picture system. 

Accordingly, user is caused to have a portable recording/reproducing (playback) device, and the shop side is 
caused to have a still picture system as described above, thereby making it possible to realize an entirely new system 
of obtaining still picture in which the processing laboratory is omitted as shown in FIG. 44. In addition, in the portable 
recording/reproducing (playback) device and the still picture system, since the magneto-optical is used as the optical 

20 disc, it is possible to carry out desired number of rewrite operations of picture data and print control data. Thus, goods 
excellent in convenience can be provided. 

As is clear from the foregoing description, since the picture control apparatus, the recording medium, the picture 
control system and the picture control method according to this invention can record picture data onto a recording 
medium along with print control data such as the number of prints and/or color designation, etc. of the picture, entirely 

25 new system of obtaining still picture can be realized. 

Claims 

1 . A picture control apparatus adapted for controlling picture data obtained from a recording medium, 
30 wherein the recording medium includes 

first picture file including picture data of first resolution, and second picture file including picture data of second 
resolution higher than the first resolution and caused to be related to the first picture file, and 
wherein the picture control apparatus comprises 
35 picture processing means for implementing desired picture processing to the picture data of the first resolution 

reproduced from the recording medium, 

control data generating means for generating control data for indicating picture processing implemented to the 
picture data of the first resolution by the picture processing means, and 

recording means for recording, onto the recording medium, the control data generated by the control data gen- 
40 erating means as control data file different from the first picture file and the second picture file in a manner 

related to the second picture file. 

2. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 1 , 

wherein the control data recorded onto the recording medium is data for controlling, when the recording 
45 medium is loaded into an external equipment, the external equipment. 

3. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 2, 

wherein the control data generating means is operative to 

generate the control data so that picture processing state of the picture data of the second resolution which 
so has been caused to undergo picture processing on the basis of the control data obtained from the recording 
medium at the external equipment is in correspondence with picture processing state of the first resolution picture 
data which has been caused to undergo picture processing at the picture processing means. 

4. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 1 , 

55 wherein the recording medium has hierarchical directory structure consisting of directory and subdirectories 

formed at the lower level (layer) of the directory, and 
wherein the recording means is operative 

to record the control data file into control directory formed as subdirectory different from subdirectory includ- 
ing the first picture file or the second picture file. 
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5. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 4, 

wherein, in the control directory, 

there is provided control data management file for carrying out management of all control data files included 
within the control directory. 

6. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 5, 

wherein the recording medium comprises 

a first area caused to be of the hierarchical directory structure for recording the first picture file, the second pic- 
ture file, the control data file and the control data management file, and a second area in which management 
information table which carries out, in recording units of the recording medium, management of recording state 
of the first area, 

wherein the recording means is operative 

to designate the control data file for recording the control data on the basis of the control data manage- 
ment file to record, into the first area, the control data file including the control data on the basis of the man- 
agement information table. 

7. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 5, 

wherein the control data included in the control data file is data for controlling, when the recording medium 
is loaded into an external equipment, the external equipment, and 
wherein, in the control data management file, 

execution discrimination data indicating whether or not picture processing based on the control data should 
be executed by the external equipment with respect to the picture data of the second resolution is recorded in a 
manner to correspond to the control data file. 

8. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 2, 

wherein the external equipment comprises reproducing means for reproducing the picture data of the sec- 
ond resolution and the control data, and print means for carrying out print out operation of the picture data of the 
second resolution on the basis of the control data, and 

wherein the control data includes print control data for controlling the print means, and the control data file 
includes print data file including the print control data. 

9. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 8, 

wherein the print control data includes additional information discrimination data indicating whether or not 
additional information based on additional information table recorded in header of the second picture file is sub- 
jected to print out operation along with the picture data of the second resolution, 

wherein an operation is conducted by the reproducing means to reproduce the picture data of the second 
resolution on the basis of the control data, and to reproduce the additional information from the second picture file 
on the basis of the additional information discrimination data, and 

wherein an operation is conducted by the print means to carry out print out operation of the picture data of 
the second resolution in a manner such that the additional information is superimposed thereon. 

10. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 9, 

wherein the additional information is file name of the second picture file. 

1 1. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 8, 

wherein the print control data includes trimming data for designating print area in carrying out print out oper- 
ation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

12. A picture control apparatus as set forth in claim 6, 

wherein the print control data includes color adjustment data for designating hue or tint in carrying out print 
out operation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

13. A recording medium including 

picture file comprising first picture file including picture data of first resolution, and second picture file including 
picture data of second resolution higher than the first resolution and caused to be related to the first picture file, 
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control data file formed as file different from the picture file and in which control data generated on the basis of 
the picture data of the first resolution to which desired picture processing is implemented is recorded in a man- 
ner related to the picture data of the second resolution, 

control data management file comprising control data file management information unit for carrying out man- 
5 agement of the control data file, and 

management information table for carrying out, in first recording units of the recording medium, recording posi- 
tions of the picture file, the control data f He and the control data management file. 

14. A recording medium as set forth in claim 13, 

10 wherein a recording area of the recording medium is composed of 

a file area serving as an area for recording the picture file, the control data file and the control data manage- 
ment file and adapted so that recording state of data within the area is caused to undergo management in the 
first recording units, and 

15 a management area serving as an area for recording the management information table, and adapted so that 

recording state of data within the area is caused to undergo management in second recording units smaller 
than the first recording unit. 

15. A recording medium as set forth in claim 14, 

20 wherein the file area is constituted by hierarchical directory structure consisting of directory and subdirecto- 

ries formed at the lower level (layer) of the directory, 

wherein the picture file is included in picture directory formed as the subdirectory, and 
wherein the control data file and the control data management file are included in control directory formed 
as subdirectory different from the picture directory. 

25 

16. A recording medium as set forth in claim 13, 

wherein, in the control data management file, 

control data file management information unit which designates the control data file for recording the control 
data is provided in a manner to correspond to the control data file. 

30 

1 7. A recording medium as set forth in claim 1 6, 

wherein the control data included in the control data file is data for controlling, when the recording medium 
is loaded into an external equipment, the external equipment, and 

wherein, into the control data file management information unit, 
35 control execution discrimination data indicating whether or not picture processing based on the control data 

should be executed by the external equipment with respect to the second picture data is recorded in a manner to 
correspond to the control data file. 

18. A recording medium as set forth in claim 1 7, 

40 wherein the external equipment comprises reproducing means for reproducing the picture data of the sec- 

ond resolution and the control data, and print means for carrying out print out operation of the picture data of the 
second resolution on the basis of the control data, and 

wherein the control data includes print control data for controlling the print means, and the control data file 
includes print data file including the print control data. 

45 

19. A recording medium as set forth in claim 18, 

wherein the print control data includes additional information discrimination data indicating whether or not 
additional information based on additional information table recorded in header of the second picture file should be 
subjected to print out operation along with the picture data of the second resolution, 
so whereby an operation is conducted by the reproducing means to reproduce the picture data of the second 

resolution on the basis of the control data, and to reproduce the additional information from the second picture file 
on the basis of the additional information discrimination data to carry out, by the print means, print out operation of 
the picture data of the second resolution in such a manner that the additional information is superimposed thereon. 

55 20. A recording medium as set forth in claim 19, 

wherein the additional information is file name of the second picture file. 



55 



EP 0 730 368 A1 



21 . A recording medium as set forth in claim 1 8, 

wherein the print control data includes trimming data for designating print area in carrying out print out oper- 
ation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

22. A recording medium as set forth in claim 18, 

wherein the print control data includes color adjustment data for designating hue or tint in carrying out print 
out operation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

23. A picture control system in which a recording medium comprising first picture file including picture data of first res- 
olution, and second picture file including picture data of second resolution higher than the first resolution and 
caused to be related to the first picture file is loaded into a first picture control unit or a second picture control unit 
to control picture data obtained from the recording medium, 

wherein the first picture control unit comprises: 

first picture processing means for implementing desired picture processing to the picture data of the first reso- 
lution reproduced from the recording medium; 

control data generating means for generating control data for indicating picture processing implemented to the 
picture data of the first resolution by the first picture processing means; and 

recording means for recording, onto the recording medium, control data generated by the control data gener- 
ating means as control data file different from the first picture file and the second picture file in a manner related 
to the second picture file, and 

wherein the second picture control unit comprises: 
reproducing means for reproducing, from the recording medium, the picture data of the second resolution and 
control data corresponding to the picture data of the second resolution, and 

second picture processing means for implementing picture processing to the reproduced second picture data 
on the basis of the control data reproduced by the reproducing means. 

24. A picture control system as set forth in claim 23, 

wherein the control data generating means is operative 

to generate the control data so that picture processing state of the picture data of the second resolution to 
which picture processing based on the control data has been implemented at the second picture processing means 
is in correspondence with picture processing state of the picture data of the first resolution which has been caused 
to undergo picture processing at the first picture processing means. 

25. A picture control system as set forth in claim 23, 

wherein the recording medium has hierarchical directory structure consisting of directory and subdirectories 
formed at the lower level (layer) of the directory, and 

wherein the control data file is recorded into control directory formed as subdirectory different from subdirec- 
tory including the first picture file or the second picture file. 

26. A picture control system as set forth in claim 25, 

wherein, in the control directory, 

there is provided control data management file for carrying out management of all control data files included 
in the control directory. 

27. A picture control system as set forth in claim 26, 

wherein the recording medium is composed of a first area caused to be of the hierarchical directory structure 
for recording the first picture file, the second picture file, the control data file and the control data management file, 
and a second area in which management information table for carrying out, in recording units of the recording 
medium, management of recording state of the first area is recorded, and 

wherein the recording means is operative 

to designate the control data file for recording the control data on the basis of the control data management 
file to record, into the first area, the control data file including the control data on the basis of the management infor- 
mation table. 

28. A picture control system as set forth in claim 26, 

wherein, into the control data management file, 

execution discrimination data indicating whether or not picture processing based on the control data should 
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be executed by the second picture processing means with respect to the picture data of the second resolution is 
recorded in a manner to correspond to the control data file. 

29. A picture control system as set forth in claim 28, 

wherein the reproducing means of the second picture control unit reproduces control data included in the 
control data file on the basis of the execution discrimination data, and 

wherein the second picture processing means implements picture processing corresponding to the control 
data to the picture data of the second resolution on the basis of the execution discrimination data. 

30. A picture control system as set forth in claim 28, 

wherein when picture processing is implemented to the picture data of the second resolution by the second 
picture processing means on the basis of control data included in the control data file, 

the execution discrimination data is rewritten into data indicating that picture processing has been executed. 

31. A picture control system as set forth in claim 23, 

wherein the second picture control unit further comprises print means for carrying out print out operation of 
the picture data of the second resolution on the basis of the control data, and 

wherein the control data includes print control data for controlling the print means, and the control data file 
includes print data file including the print control data. 

32. A picture control system as set forth in claim 31 , 

wherein the print control data includes additional information discrimination data indicating whether or not 
additional information based on additional information table recorded in header of the second picture file should be 
caused to undergo print out operation along with the picture data of the second resolution, 

whereby an operation is conducted by the reproducing means to reproduce the picture data of the second 
resolution on the basis of the control data, and to reproduce the additional information from the second picture file 
on the basis of the additional information discrimination data to carry out, by the print means, print out operation of 
the picture data of the second resolution in such a manner that the additional information is superimposed thereon. 

33. A picture control system as set forth in claim 32, 

wherein the additional information is file name of the second picture file. 

34. A picture control system as set forth in claim 31 , 

wherein the print control data includes trimming data for designating print area in carrying out print out oper- 
ation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

35. A picture control system as set forth in claim 31 , 

wherein the print control data includes color adjustment data for designating hue or tint in carrying out print 
out operation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

36. A picture control method in which a recording medium includes first picture file including picture data of first reso- 
lution and second picture file including picture data of second resolution higher than the first resolution and caused 
to be related to the first picture file is loaded into a first picture control unit or a second picture control unit to control 
picture data obtained from the recording medium, 

the method comprises 

a step (a) of implementing desired picture processing to the picture data of the first resolution reproduced from 
the recording medium at the firs picture control unit, 

a step (b) of generating control data on the basis of the picture data of the first resolution which has been 
caused to undergo picture processing at the step (a) at the first picture control unit, 
a step (c) of recording, onto the recording medium, the control data generated at the step (b) as control data 
file different from the first picture file and the second picture file in a manner related to the picture data of the 
second resolution at the first picture control unit, 

a step (d) of reproducing, from the recording medium, the picture data of the second resolution and control 
data corresponding to the picture data of the second resolution recorded at the step (c) at the second picture 
control unit, and 

a step (e) of implementing picture processing to the picture data reproduced of the second resolution at the 
step (d) on the basis of the control data reproduced at the step (d) at the second picture control unit. 
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37. A picture control method as set forth in claim 36, 

wherein, at the step (b), 

a procedure is taken to generate the control data so that picture processing state of the picture data of the 
second resolution to which picture processing based on the control data has been implemented at the second pic- 
ture control unit is in correspondence with picture processing state of the picture data of the first resolution which 
has been caused to undergo picture processing at the first picture control unit. 

38. A picture control method as set forth in claim 36, 

wherein the recording medium has hierarchical directory structure consisting of directory and subdirectories 
formed at the lower level (layer) of the directory, and 
wherein, at the step (c), 

the control data file is recorded into control directory formed as subdirectory different from subdirectory 
including the first picture file or the second picture file. 

39. A picture control method as set forth in claim 38, 

wherein, in the control directory, 

control data management file for carrying out management of all control data files included in the control 
directory is provided. 

40. A picture control method as set forth in claim 39, 

wherein the recording medium is composed of 

a first area caused to be of the hierarchical directory structure for recording the first picture file, the second pic- 
ture file, the control data file and the control data management file, and a second area in which management 
information table for carrying out, in recording units of the recording medium, recording state of the first area is 
recorded, and 

wherein, at the step (c), 

a procedure is taken to designate the control data file for recording the control data on the basis of the 
control data management file to record, into the first area, the control data file including the control data on the 
basis of the management information table. 

41 . A picture control system as set forth in claim 39, 

wherein, at the step (c), 

into the control data management file, execution discrimination data indicating whether or not picture 
processing based on the control data included in the control data file is executed by the second picture processing 
unit is recorded in a manner to correspond to the control data file. 

42. A picture control method as set forth in claim 41, 

wherein, at the step (d), a procedure is taken to reproduce control data included in the control data file on 
the basis of the execution discrimination data, and 

wherein, at the step (e), a procedure is taken to implement picture processing corresponding to the control 
data to the picture data of the second resolution on the basis of the execution discrimination data. 

43. A picture control method as set forth in claim 41, 

wherein the method further comprises a step of rewriting, 

after, at the step (e), picture processing has been implemented to the picture data of the second resolution 
by the second picture processing means on the basis of control data included at the control data file, 

the execution discrimination data into data indicating that picture processing has been executed in the sec- 
ond picture processing unit. 

44. A picture control method as set forth in claim 36, 

wherein the method further includes a step (0 of carrying out print out operation of the picture data of the 
second resolution which has been caused to undergo picture processing at the step (e) at the second picture con- 
trol unit, and 

wherein the control data includes print control data for controlling the print means, and the control data file 
includes print data file including the print control data. 

45. A picture control method as set forth in claim 44, 

wherein the print control data includes additional information discrimination data indicating whether or not 
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additional information based on additional information table recorded in header of the second picture file is sub- 
jected to print out operation along with the picture data of the second resolution, 

wherein, at the step (d). a procedure is taken to reproduce the picture data of the second resolution on the 
basis of the control data, and to reproduce the additional information from the second picture file on the basis of the 
additional information discrimination data, and 

wherein, at the step (f), a procedure is taken to carry out print out operation of the picture data of the second 
resolution in such a manner the additional information is superimposed thereon. 

46. A picture control method as set forth in claim 45, 

wherein the additional information is file name of the picture file of the second resolution. 

47. A picture control method as set forth in claim 44, 

wherein the print control data includes trimming data for designating print area in carrying out print out oper- 
ation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 

48. A picture control method as set forth in claim 44, 

wherein the print control data includes color adjustment data for designating hue or tint in carrying out print 
out operation of the picture data of the second resolution by the print means. 
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